
August 18th, 2019

tenth sundAy After Pentecost

Gathered to Share God’S Love



Wi-Fi Password     Welcome!  
Please silence your cell phones, but please 
check-in with our Church App and via social 
media.

For Parents and Children 
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, 
navy blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of 
sanctuary; professionally staffed nursery, 
infancy through 6 years old, available 
downstairs; Hearthside Parenting room, 
with diaper-changing station, privacy for 
nursing mothers, and livecast of worship, 
provided in church office (use side exit and 
follow the signs).

Live@FCC 
Sunday worship is live streamed.  Please 
help support this ministry by sitting in the 
front two sections. The two sections behind 
the side aisles are reserved for our guests 
and for privacy.  Children’s time is not live 
streamed. 

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 
or email craig@fccmoline.org.

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers. 

Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona 
We are an ONA church, covenanting with 
all people regardless of sexual orientation, 
gender expression or identity.  All people 
are welcome to participate fully in the life of 
the church, including the rites, sacraments, 
and leadership of the congregation.

Cover Art: Beauty of Creation,  
Rowan LeCompte and Irene Matz LeCompte 
(apx. 1972)

Faith is “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen,” says the Letter to the Hebrews (11:1). Faith 
is laughter at the promise of a child called Laughter.

Faith is better understood as a verb than as a noun, as a 
process than as a possession. It is on-again-off-again rather 
than once-and-for-all. Faith is not being sure where you’re 
going, but going anyway. A journey without maps. Paul 
Tillich said that doubt isn’t the opposite of faith; it is an 
element of faith.

I have faith that my friend is my friend. It is possible that all 
his motives are ulterior. It is possible that what he is secretly 
drawn to is not me, but my wife or my money. But there’s 
something about the way I feel when he’s around, about the 
way he looks me in the eye, about the way we can talk to 
each other without pretense and be silent together without 
embarrassment, that makes me willing to put my life in his 
hands, as I do each time I call him friend.

I can’t prove the friendship of my friend. When I experience 
it, I don’t need to prove it. When I don’t experience it, no 
proof will do. If I tried to put his friendship to the test 
somehow, the test itself would queer the friendship I was 
testing. So it is with the Godness of God.

The five so-called proofs for the existence of God will never 
prove to unfaith that God exists. They are merely five ways of 
describing the existence of the God you have faith in already.

Almost nothing that makes any real difference can be 
proved. I can prove the law of gravity by dropping a shoe out 
the window. I can prove that the world is round if I’m clever 
at that sort of thing that the radio works, that light travels 
faster than sound. I cannot prove that life is better than 
death or love better than hate. I cannot prove the greatness 
of the great or the beauty of the beautiful. I cannot even 
prove my own free will; maybe my most heroic act, my truest 
love, my deepest thought are all just subtler versions of what 
happens when the doctor taps my knee with his little rubber 
hammer and my foot jumps.

Faith can’t prove a damned thing. Or a blessed thing either.

 Originally published in Wishful Thinking and 
 later in Beyond Words, Frederick Buechner

Welcome Today 
from the life  
of the church
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude 

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you.

*Call To Worship

“How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? 

Give justice to the weak and the orphan;  
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.

Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”

Rise up, O God, judge the earth; for all the nations belong to you!

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray, Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us 
a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to 
receive thankfully the fruits of Christ’s redeeming work, and to follow 
daily in the blessed steps of Christ’s most holy life; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Sovereign, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

*Opening Hymn O Day of God, Draw Near 
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit 
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O Day of God, Draw Near
O Day of God, Draw Nigh730
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United Methodist Hymnal 730

WORDS: R. B. Y. Scott, 1937

MUSIC (ST. MICHAEL, SM): Genevan Psalter, 1551; arr. by William Crotch, 1836
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*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, against 
one another, and against the earth entrusted to our care. We are 
worried and distracted by many things, and we fail to love you 
above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away 
from our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the 
freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Declaration of Forgiveness

*Song of Praise Gloria

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Time 
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Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination

Scripture  Jeremiah 23:23-29

Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in 
secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven 
and earth? says the Lord. I have heard what the prophets have said who 
prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” How 
long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back--those who prophesy 
lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my 
people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as 
their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream 
tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. 
What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like 
fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 82

God stands to charge the divine council assembled,
giving judgment in the midst of the gods:

“How long will you judge unjustly,
and show favor to the wicked?

Save the weak and the orphan;
defend the humble and needy;

rescue the weak and the poor;
deliver them from the power of the wicked.

They do not know, neither do they understand;  
they wander about in darkness;

all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
Now I say to you, ‘You are gods,

and all of you children of the Most High;
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nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,
and fall like any prince.’”

Arise, O God, and rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations for your own.

Scripture  Hebrews 11:29-12:2

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls 
of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab 
the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she 
had received the spies in peace. And what more should I say? For time would 
fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and 
the prophets--who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, 
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, 
put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. 
Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better 
resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were 
killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 
persecuted, tormented--of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered 
in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. Yet all 
these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, 
apart from us, be made perfect.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 
hand of the throne of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Special Music How Firm a Foundation  arr. Christine D. Anderson

*Gospel         Luke 12:49-56

“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I 
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until 
it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 
No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be 
divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided: father 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-
in-law against mother-in-law.” He also said to the crowds, “When you see a 
cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it 
happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be 
scorching heat’; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret 
the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret 
the present time?

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn My Faith, It Is an Oaken Staff 
(Music on the next page)
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My Faith, It Is an Oaken Staff
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Be Thou My Vision   arr Christine D. Anderson 

*Doxology

Praise God from whom  all  blessings  flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending Standing at the Future’s Threshold 

(Music on the next page)

*Benediction

*Postlude  

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Elaine and Archie Bert

Given by: The Warpehoski Family
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Standing at the Future’s Threshold
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Serving Today
Ushers 
Brendan Young 
Steve Schippers 
Judy Schippers 
Linda Shearer

North Door Greeters 
JoAnn Wandrey 
Don Shearer

Lector 
Audra Bailey

Liturgist 
Mary Newcomb

Sound Tech/Live@FCC 
Jeff Newcomb

Bus Driver 
Mike Bealer

Special Music 
Gail Glockhoff-Long

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson 
Director of Family Ministry 
becca@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Financial Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Manager & Bookkeeping 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org


