Gathered to Share God’s Love

April 7th, 2019

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Welcome
Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.
Children in Worship

Infants and children bring life to our worship
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags
for children are located at the back of the church:
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years.
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed
nursery in our downstairs nursery for children
ages infancy through 6 years old.

Sunday School

Preschool through adult Sunday morning
learning is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in
the Christian Education wing located on the
lower level. Toaster items & pastry are available
before Sunday school and adult forum.

Sunday Brunch

Please join us for fellowship after worship in the
Son Cafe. Today’s Menu: fruit; egg casserole:
ham, sausage & cheese; au-gratin potatoes;
toaster items; cookies, cake and brownies.

Interested in Membership?

Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password

Welcome!

Resources

Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming

We are an ONA church, please visit
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Getting connected

Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record
of your attendance.

Today

from the life
of the church
Without the sense of God’s will we narrow down
our lives to the material world. We are like misers
crouching over their hoards and never seeing
the skies; indeed we may narrow our prison still
further, seeing in everything only the image of
ourselves.
But once we are made aware of the greatness of
events as expressions of God’s love, once we see
and live their sacramental value, then we are
liberated into a greater life; the winds of eternity
blow about us, and the infinite skies are our
home, and we too walk the eternal hills.
Gerald Vann
To you, O Lord, we cry and pray;
bless this sprouting seed,
strengthen it in the gentle movement of soft winds,
refresh it with the dew of heaven,
and let it grow to full maturity
for the good of body and soul.
Rituale Romanum
Too much searching conceals the thing we really
ought to find. Nor is it certain that we have any
urgent obligation to find sin in ourselves. How
much sin is kept hidden from us by God, in
mercy? After which God hides it even from God!
Thomas Merton
When we are really honest with ourselves, we
must admit that our lives are all that really
belong to us. So it is how we use our lives that
determines what kind of people we are.
Cesar Chavez

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
O God, have mercy on us, we pray.
In your mercy, make us clean from our sins.
Wipe away every failing and make us new in your sight.
Restore us, deliver us, and re-create us, O Lord.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray, Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and
your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the
new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance
of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
*Opening Hymn

When God Delivered Israel
(Music on next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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When God Delivered Israel
(Psalm
126)
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joy.

     


*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
God in the wilderness, We have wandered far from your home; again
and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of the world
around us. We forget that you have saved your people before and
promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but
turn our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure,
your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Give me a Clean Heart

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time
Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

Isaiah 43:16-21

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters,
who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they
cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: Do not remember
the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the
jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the
desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for
myself so that they might declare my praise.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 126
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
Then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us,
And we are glad indeed.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
Like the water courses of the Negeb.
Those who sowed with tears
Will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying in the seed,
Will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
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Scripture

Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,
a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever
gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him,
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of
his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain
the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have
already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it
my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
anthem

Ride On, Sweet Jesus -arr. John Leavitt
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*Gospel

John 12:1-8

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha
served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a
pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped
them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray
him), said, "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the
money given to the poor?" (He said this not because he cared about the poor,
but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what
was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might
keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you
do not always have me."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

Fairest Lord Jesus
(Music on the next page)
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Glory to God 630
TEXT: Münster Gesangbuch, 1677; stanzas 1-3, trans. Church Chorals and Choir Studies, 1850, alt.; stanza 4, trans. Joseph August Seiss, 1873, alt.
MUSIC (CRUSADER’S HYMN 5.6.8.5.5.8): Silesian folk melody; Schlesische
1842
• Volkslieder,
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

God Will Make A Way

*Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving,
With a spirit large and free,
That ourselves and all our living,
We may offer unto Thee.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Invitation

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine
Sharing the Elements
The bread is eaten when served; the wine is held to be taken together.
Grape juice is clear; wine is red.
*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray, We affirm the goodness of life and the openness of the
future because our God is a God of life and love. As God comes to us in
this act of communion with one another, let us go out to others in
Jesus’ name. May our every prayer be an action that brings healing,
reconciliation and hope to a broken and hurting world. Amen
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

Create In Me a Clean Heart, O God
(Music on the next page)

*Choral Blessing
*Benediction
*Postlude

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross - arr. Moss

The altar flowers are given to
the glory of God and in loving memory of
Clifford Scheuerman
Given by: Mary and Don Kennedy and Family
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Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God
(Psalm 51)
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Serving Today
Ushers
Harold & Brenda Duckett
Jack & Kathy Reimers
Kim Fuller
Josh Dyer
Michael Dyer
North Door Greeters
Kelsy McCormick
Laura McCormick

Lector
Phil Koenig
Liturgist
Lucy Manis
Sound Tech
Dave Geenen
Bus Driver
Cliff Carlson

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org`
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