Gathered to Share God’s Love

March 31st, 2019

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Welcome
Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.
Children in Worship

Infants and children bring life to our worship
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags
for children are located at the back of the church:
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years.
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed
nursery in our downstairs nursery for children
ages infancy through 6 years old.

Sunday School

Preschool through adult Sunday morning
learning is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in
the Christian Education wing located on the
lower level. Toaster items & pastry are available
before Sunday school and adult forum.

Sunday Brunch

Please join us for fellowship after worship in
the Son Cafe. Today’s Menu: pancakes, bacon or
sausage, toppings, fruit, and toaster items.

Interested in Membership?

Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password

Today

from the life
of the church
We are the pilgrims who must sleep every
night beneath a new sky, for either we go
forward to the new camp or the whirling
earth carries us backward to one behind.
There is no choice but to move, forward
or backward. Forward to the clean hut, or
backward to the old camp, fouled every day
by the passers.
Joyce Cary
How beautiful will be the day when all
the baptized understand that their work,
their job, is a priestly work, that just as I
celebrate Mass at the altar, so each carpenter
celebrates Mass at the workbench, and each
metalworker, each professional, each doctor
with the scalpel, the market woman at her
stand, are performing a priestly office! How
many cab drivers, I know, listen to this
message there in their cabs; you are a priest
at the wheel, my friend, if you work with
honesty, consecrating that taxi of yours to
God, bearing a message of peace and love to
the passengers who ride in your cab.
Oscar Arnulfo Romero

Welcome!

Resources

Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming

We are an ONA church, please visit
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Getting connected

Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record
of your attendance.

Christ, fowler of street and hedgerow
of cripples and the distempered old
--eyes blind as woodknots,
tongues tight as immigrants-takes in his gospel net
all the hue and cry of existence.
Heaven, of such imperfection,
Wary, ravaged, wild?
Yes. Compel them in.
Daniel Berrigan

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God.
For once we were lost and felt so far away;
now we have been found and welcomed home.
Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever.
We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope!
Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love.
Amen!
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray, God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you
embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments
of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
*Opening Hymn

Come, Ye Sinners Poor and Needy
(Music on next page)
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Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy
Come, Ye Sinners Poor and Needy
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Glory to God 415
TEXT: Stanzas, Joseph Hart, 1759, alt.; refrain, anon.
MUSIC (RESTORATION 8.7.8.7. with refrain): Walker's Southern Harmony, 1835
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*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
God in the wilderness, We have wandered far from your home; again
and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of the world
around us. We forget that you have saved your people before and
promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but
turn our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure,
your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Give me a Clean Heart
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*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Cherub Choir
Children’s Time
Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

Joshua 5:9-12

The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of
Egypt." And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. While the Israelites were
camped in Gilgal they kept the Passover in the evening on the fourteenth
day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the Passover, on
that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched
grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the
Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that
year.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 32
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
While I kept silence, my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity;
I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,"
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress,
the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.
I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,
else it will not stay near you.
Many are the torments of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous,
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.
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Scripture

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know
him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this
is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given
us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

anthem

All Things to All, arr. Craig Courtney

*Gospel

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow
welcomes sinners and eats with them." So he told them this parable:
"There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father,
'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he
divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered
all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his
property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to
his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods
that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything.
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But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get
up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me
like one of your hired hands."'
So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father
saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around
him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the
father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate.
"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked
what was going on. He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' Then he
became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead
with him.
But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working
like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have
never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.
But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!'
Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine
is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was
dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'"
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling
(Music on the next page)
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Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving,
With a spirit large and free,
That ourselves and all our living,
We may offer unto Thee.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
(Music on the next page)

*Choral Blessing
*Benediction
*Postlude

The altar flowers are given to
the glory of God and in loving memory of
Our parent's anniversary, Bob and Barbara Bell
Given by: Tim and Tony Bell
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There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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There is no place where earth’s sor rows are more felt than up in
heaven.
If our love were but more faith ful, we would glad ly trust God’s Word,
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There is no place where earth’s failings have such kind ly
judg ment given.
and our lives re flect thanks giv ing for the good ness of our Lord.

      
 

 

Glory to God 435
TEXT: Frederick William Faber, 1854, alt.
MUSIC (IN BABILONE 8.7.8.7.D): Dutch melody; arr. Julius Röntgen, c. 1906
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Serving Today
Ushers
Mary Curry
Cliff Carlson
Pam Wendt
Josh Dyer
Rachel Dyer
North Door Greeters
Bill Keller
Mary Cox

Lector
Audra Bailey
Liturgist
Phil Koenig
Sound Tech
Jeff Newcomb
Bus Driver
Lucy Manis

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org`
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