Gathered to Share God’s Love

March 24th, 2019

Third Sunday in Lent
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Welcome

Today

from the life
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.
Children in Worship

Infants and children bring life to our worship
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags
for children are located at the back of the church:
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years.
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed
nursery in our downstairs nursery for children
ages infancy through 6 years old.

Sunday School

Preschool through adult Sunday morning
learning is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in
the Christian Education wing located on the
lower level. Toaster items & pastry are available
pre-Sunday school and adult forum.

Sunday Brunch

Please join us for fellowship after worship in the
Son Cafe. Today’s Menu: Scrambled eggs, ham
and sausage potato casserole, fruit, cookies and
toaster items.

Interested in Membership?

Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password

Welcome!

Resources

Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming

We are an ONA church, please visit
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Getting connected

There is a really deep well inside me. And
in it dwells God. Sometimes I am there too.
But more often stones and grit block the
well, and God is buried beneath. Then God
must be dug out again.
Etty Hillesum
In down-to-earth Hebrew, to meditate is
to chew one’s cud. The familiar cattle of
Hebrew existence proved a helpful image
for the devout believer “whose delight is
the law of the Lord and who ponders God’s
law day and night” (Psalm 1). The browsing
cow nibbles constantly at the lush pasture
and when it has filled its stomach lies down,
regurgitates what it has gathered and chews
“meditatively” on its cud until the cud is
fully assimilated.
William G. Storey
We must not imagine that the way of selfdenial is always a way of tranquility and
uninterrupted peace. It does not resolve
all doubts and deliver us from every care
as if by magic. Self-denial attunes us to
the Spirit of God and the Spirit may not
always sing a tune that harmonizes with
our nature. There may be terrible discords
instead of tranquil harmonies. Self-denial
brings order into our lives sometimes in the
form of an apparent disorder, and we may
sometimes have to find peace as best we can
in the midst of confusion.
Thomas Merton

Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record
of your attendance.
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

On Eagle’s Wings, arr. Mark Hayes

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
The morning stars profess God's glory:
the waking birds harmonize a refrain of grace.
The sun warms us with God's hope,
the night sky whispers peace to our sleepy souls:
creation's voice echoes continually in our hearts,
reminding us of God's steadfast love.
Our wisdom is shattered by God's absurd love;
God's vulnerability strengthens our feeble faith:
God's words place joy in our hearts;
we follow them to peace and hope.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray, Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world
through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear
your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
*Opening Hymn

As Water to the Thirsty
(Music on next page)
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*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
God in the wilderness, We have wandered far from your home; again
and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of the world
around us. We forget that you have saved your people before and
promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but
turn our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure,
your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Give me a Clean Heart
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*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time
Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

Isaiah 55:1-9

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price. Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your
labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is
good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a
leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do
not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the
Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. Seek the Lord
while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake
their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord,
that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways,
says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 63:1-8
O God, you are my God, I seek you,
my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,
beholding your power and glory.
Because your steadfast love is better than life,
my lips will praise you.
So I will bless you as long as I live;
I will lift up my hands and call on your name.
My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips
when I think of you on my bed,
and meditate on you in the watches of the night;
for you have been my help,
and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.
My soul clings to you;
your right hand upholds me.
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Scripture

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were
all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that
followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased
with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. Now these
things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they
did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, "The people
sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play."
We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twentythree thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as
some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. And do not complain
as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. These things
happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to
instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you are
standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that
is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested
beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so
that you may be able to endure it.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

anthem

Always By Our Side, arr. Mary McDonald
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*Gospel

Luke 13:31-9

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, "Do
you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse
sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you
will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower
of Siloam fell on them--do you think that they were worse offenders than all
the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will
all perish just as they did." Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree
planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none.
So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I have come looking
for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be
wasting the soil?' He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig
around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if
not, you can cut it down.'"
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

Kind Maker of the World
(Music on the next page)
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Kind Maker of the World
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving,
With a spirit large and free,
That ourselves and all our living,
We may offer unto Thee.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
(Music on the next page)

*Choral Blessing
*Benediction
*Postlude

Just a Closer Walk With Thee, arr. Moss

The altar flowers are given to
the glory of God and in loving memory of
Donald L. Florence
Given by: Lois A. Florence
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Serving Today
Ushers
Christian Marshall
Tami Marshall
Usher Guides
Shirley Morton
Dixie Duckett
North Door Greeters
Mary Curry
Charles Curry

Lector
Carol Freeman
Liturgist
Mary Newcomb
Sound Tech
Jeff Newcomb
Bus Driver
Lucy Manis

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org`
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6 pm
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