Gathered to Share God’s Love

March 3rd, 2019

Transfiguration Sunday

Welcome
Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.
Children in Worship

Infants and children bring life to our worship
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags
for children are located at the back of the church:
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years.
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed
nursery in our downstairs nursery for children
ages infancy through 6 years old.

Sunday School

Preschool through adult Sunday morning
learning is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the
Christian Education wing located on the lower
level.

Sunday Brunch

Please join us for fellowship after worship in
the Son Cafe. Today’s Menu: Ham sliders, chips,
caesar salad, fruit, and pineapple upside down
cake.

Interested in Membership?

Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password

Welcome!

Resources

Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming

We are an ONA church, please visit
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Getting connected

Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record
of your attendance.

Cover Art Transfiguration Jesus MAFA (1973)

Today

from the life
of the church
If you ask the traditional man-in-the-street what
you must do to be a Christian, the overwhelming
chances are that he will fling back that you must
not do this and not that and not the third. From
the irritation in his voice you can tell he feels that
Christianity is a killjoy. All that is left is a drab and
repellent gray.
That is slander. It is a false and stunted estimate
of our religion and is absolutely not true. The rub
is that we have carelessly allowed crowds of people
to believe it. Actually many have even been incited
to it by Christians who ought to know better. No
one alive can measure the sapping weakness that
has resulted in our common spiritual life. You just
can't hold the allegiance of warm-blooded people
to a vacuum and it is high time that we awakened
to it. Our guilt is that we have permitted a whole
generation to forget, and ironically we have chosen
this generation which can least afford to do so, that
a striving after Christ means daring and adventure
and life.
But if the accent naturally lingers on the verb, on
"do," there is another word in our text on which
it should fall most hauntingly and persuasively of
all. That is the word "more." Let me read it again
with that altered inflection, "What do ye more than
others?" In a brilliant flash, there, I verily believe, is
revealed what we have been seeking for, the hidden
essential quality of the Christian life. It is as if the
Master says to us, Christians, it is the plus that
counts. Others may be moral. Millions of them are.
We must be more--righteous. Others may be kind.
All honor to them. Life would be intolerable without
it. We must be more--compassionate! Others may
be honest. We must be more generous! Others may
mete our exact justice. We must do more. We must
pervade that justice with love! "So shall men know
that we are my disciples." The test of Christianity,
dazzlingly, all-inclusively the more we think of it,
shines in that "more."
A Sermon, "It's the Plus that Counts"
Franklin Clark Fry (1900-1968)

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
You have called us to the mountaintop, O Lord.
Help us to see where you would have us go.
Open our hearts to your healing love.
And fill our souls with courage, that we may follow you.
We trust our future to you, for we know you will lead us.
We give our lives to you, believing you will show us the way. Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray, Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet
we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness
of your Son, who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
(Music on next page)
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My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
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*Call to Confession
Silence is kept for reflection.
*Prayer of Confession
Let us pray. Mighty and loving God, we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We seek our own way. We divide the body
of Christ. In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our
mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, and everything that we do be filled
with faith, hope, and love. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time
Prayer for Illumination
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Scripture

Proclaiming the Good News

Exodus 34:29-35

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with
the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin
of his face shone because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the
Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to
come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had
spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them,
he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out,
and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the
face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil
on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 99
The Lord is King; let the people tremble.
The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
The Lord, great in Zion,
is high above all peoples.
Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome;
God is the Holy One.
O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down before God’s footstool;
God is the Holy One.
Moses and Aaron among your priests,
and Samuel among those who call upon your name, O Lord;
they called upon you, and you answered them,
you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.
O Lord our God, you answered them indeed;
You were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds.
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s holy hill;
for the Lord our God is the Holy One.
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Scripture

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who
put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the
glory that was being set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this
very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still
there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses
is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is
removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though
reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree
of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. Therefore, since it
is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We
have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning
or to falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend
ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
anthem

We Are Called arr. Mark Hayes

*Gospel

Luke 9:28-36

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John
and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly
they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and
were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.
Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had
stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as
they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah" -- not
knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud
came a voice that said, "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" When the
voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days
told no one any of the things they had seen.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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75
Sermon

O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Rev.
Fair
Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn
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The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.

Presbyterian Hymnal 75
Text: Trans. John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 1861
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation
Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
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Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine
Sharing the Elements
The bread is eaten when served; the wine is held to be taken together.
Grape juice is clear; wine is red.
*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray, We affirm the goodness of life and the openness of the future
because our God is a God of life and love. As God comes to us in this act
of communion with one another, let us go out to others in Jesus’ name.
May our every prayer be an action that brings healing, reconciliation
and hope to a broken and hurting world. Amen.

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude

Guest Pianist: Ben Holmes

The altar flowers are given
in loving memory of
Nicole Miller Smith
Given by: Bob and Laura Miller
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I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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Serving Today
Ushers
Jack Reimers
Kathy Reimers
Nancy Michl
Olivia Glenn
Mary Curry
Pam Wendt
Communion Prep
Jack Reimers
Kathy Reimers

Lector
Maureen Holmes
Liturgist
Tom Woodburn
North Door Greeters
Michelle Hammond
Gary Hammond
Sound Tech
Bill Henning
Bus Driver
Lucy Manis

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Guest Pianist
Ben Holmes

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org`
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