
February 24th, 2019

Seventh Sunday aFter epiphany

Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and are 
always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for children 
are located at the back of the church: teal bags for 2-5 
years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We offer childcare in our 
professionally staffed nursery in our downstairs nursery 
for children ages infancy through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning learning 
is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the Son 
Cafe. Today’s Menu: scrambled eggs, tater tots, fruit, 
toaster items & misc. goodies

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password     Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and hearing 
amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record 
 of your attendance.

Cover Art Joseph Forgives His Brothers detail from 
Story of Joseph, John August Swanson (1986)

Welcome
There is no buying and selling of any 
sort in the things of God. Though we 
have our treasure-chest, it is not made 
up of money paid in entrance fees, as 
if religion were a matter of contract. 
Everyone once a month brings some 
modest coin--or whenever he wishes, 
and only if he does wish, and if he 
can; for nobody is compelled; it is a 
voluntary offering. You might call them 
the trust funds of piety. For they are 
not spent upon banquets nor drinking-
parties nor thankless eating-houses; 
but to feed the poor and to bury them, 
to supply the wants of boys and girls 
destitute of means and parents, and 
for slaves grown old and ship-wrecked 
mariners; and if there happen to be 
any in the mines, or banished to the 
islands, or shut up in the prisons for no 
reason except their fidelity to the cause 
of God's church. These are among those 
who shall receive support from the 
confessing church.

Apology, 39, 1-6 
Tertullian (160-230)
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude  

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

We come, seeking to trust in God.

We commit ourselves to do as Jesus would do for those around us.

We come, delighting in all the wonders God provides for us.

We would not worry, but open ourselves to God’s heart.

We come, waiting patiently for God to speak.

We will be still, listening for God’s words of hope, of peace.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where 
there is hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and 
where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to 
console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

*Opening Hymn O God of Every Nation 
(Music on next page)
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O God of Every Nation
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*Call to Confession

Silence is kept for reflection.

*Prayer of Confession

Let us pray. Mighty and loving God, we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We seek our own way. We divide the body 
of Christ. In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our 
mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, and everything that we do be filled 
with faith, hope, and love. Amen.

*Declaration of Forgiveness

*Song of Praise Gloria

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Children's Choir

Children’s Time 
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Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his 
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then 
Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. He 
said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do 
not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for 
God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land 
these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither 
plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant 
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all 
his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father 
and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, 
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's children, 
as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you 
there--since there are five more years of famine to come--so that you and 
your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.'

And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 
brothers talked with him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40

Do not fret because of the wicked; 
do not be envious of wrongdoers,

for they will soon fade like the grass, 
and wither like the green herb.

Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.

Take delight in the LORD, 
and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Commit your way to the LORD; 
trust in him, and he will act.

He will make your vindication shine like the light, 
and the justice of your cause like the noonday.

Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him; 
do not fret over those who prosper in their way,  
over those who carry out evil devices.

Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. 
Do not fret--it leads only to evil.

For the wicked shall be cut off, 
but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land.

Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more; 
though you look diligently for their place, they will not be there.

But the meek shall inherit the land, 
and delight themselves in abundant prosperity.

The salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; 
he is their refuge in the time of trouble.

The LORD helps them and rescues them; 
he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them,  
because they take refuge in him.
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Scripture 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

But someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do 
they come?" Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And 
as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, 
perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has 
chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is 
raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown 
in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus 
it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living being"; the last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the 
physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of 
dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those 
who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of 
heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also 
bear the image of the man of heaven. What I am saying, brothers and sisters, 
is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

anthem Look at the World,  by John Rutter
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*Gospel Luke 6:27-38

"But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone 
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes 
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs 
from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do 
to others as you would have them do to you.

"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from 
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend 
to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and 
lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be 
children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not 
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to 
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be 
put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back."

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Dana Martin

*Hymn  Help Us Accept Each Other 
(Music on next page)
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 Help Us Accept Each Other
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 Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending Now Thank We All Our God 

(Music on the next page)
*Benediction

*Postlude  

Guest Pianist: Ben Holmes

The altar flowers are given 
 to the glory of God and in loving memory of  

Albert M. and Josephine Crampton,  
Trudy Fox, Kit Wolny and  

Barbara J. and George W. Crampton

Given by:  Charles A. Crampton
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Now Thank We All Our God
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Serving Today
Ushers 
Kristi Bailey
Audra Bailey
Jane Bailey
Briton Bailey

Usher Guides 
Sunny Moorhusen 
Pam Wendt

Lector/Liturgist 
Audra Bailey

North Door Greeters 
Olivia Glenn  
Bill Keller

Sound Tech 
Bill Henning

Bus Driver
Pat Oberg

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson 
Director of Family Ministry 
becca@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Financial Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Manager 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org`

Guest Pianist  
Ben Holmes


