
December 30th, 2018

First sunDay oF christmas

First congregational ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery 
in our downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
CE and Adult Forum are on break throughout the 
holidays. Preschool through adult Sunday morning 
learning is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the 
Christian Education wing located on the lower level 
resuming January 7th, 2019.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the 
Son Cafe. Today’s menu is: Fruit salad, shredded 
pork and potato hash, miscellaneous goodies. 

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record 
 of your attendance.

Welcome
We began a new church year on the 
First Sunday in Advent, and most of the 
Gospel readings for this year are from 
Luke.  Last year they were mostly from 
Matthew.  Next year they will be from 
Mark and John.  So Luke is our “gospel 
of the year!”

In John and Mark we are introduced to 
Jesus as an adult.  In Matthew and Luke 
he is introduced as a baby.  In Matthew 
we have the Wise Men.  In Luke we have 
the Shepherds.

Today’s reading about Jesus as a boy in 
the temple is unique to Luke.  

Jesus has grown up in a hurry.  We 
marked his birth on Tuesday, and 
by today he is an adolescent and in 
Jerusalem for his Bar Mitzvah.

I remember this passage well from my 
years as a summer camp counselor 
for the YMCA.  We used the verse 
“And Jesus increased in wisdom, and 
in stature, and in favor with God and 
man” as a way of emphasizing growth 
of spirit, mind and body.

It is easy to 
forget how 
explicitly 
the Y was an 
Ecumenical 
Christian 
movement at its 
beginnings.

Pr. Michael



•  3  •

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude  

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, And be thankful.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;

with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.

And whatever you do, in word or deed,  
do everything in the name of the Jesus.

*Opening Prayer

Let us Pray, Almighty God, you have poured upon us a new light of your 
incarnate Word:  Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine 
forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

*Opening Hymn #56 The First Nowell
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*Call to Confession

Silence is kept for reflection.

*Prayer of Confession

To you, O God, we lift up our souls.  
You know us through and through; 
we confess our sins to you.  
Remember not our sins;  
remember us with your steadfast love.  
Show us your ways; 
teach us your paths;  
and lead us in justice and truth,  
for the sake of your goodness  
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

*Song of Praise  Magnificat

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Time 
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Service of Baptism
Invitation

Address

Questions of the Candidates
Do you desire to have your child baptized into the faith and family of Jesus 
Christ?

PARENTS: We do.

Will you encourage your child to renounce the powers of evil and to receive the 
freedom of new life in Christ?

PARENTS AND SPONSORS: We will, with the help of God.

Will you teach your child that they may be led to profess Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior?

PARENTS AND SPONSORS: We will, with the help of God.

Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciples, to follow in the 
way of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to 
witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ as best you are able?

PARENTS AND SPONSORS: We do, with the help of God.

Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow with your child in the 
Christian faith, to help him be a faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ, 
by celebrating Christ’s presence, by furthering Christ’s mission in all the world, 
and by offering the nurture of the Christian church so that he may affirm his 
baptism?

PARENTS AND SPONSORS: We do, with the help of God.

*Congregational Assent

Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift 
of grace in baptism. Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise 
your love, support, and care to the ones about to be baptized, as they live and 
grow in Christ?

We promise our love, support, and care.

*Prayer of Baptism

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Naming of a Child; Act of Baptism

Maddox James Lewis
*Baptismal Hymn Child of Blessing, Child of Promise
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*Prayer for the Baptized

Let us pray. Bless this child, and his parents, we pray, and give him 
strength for life’s journey, courage in time of suffering, the joy of faith, 
the freedom of love, and the hope of new life; through Jesus Christ, who 
makes us one. Amen.

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His 
mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when 
she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless 
Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this 
woman for the gift that she made to the LORD”; and then they would return to 
their home.

Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the 
LORD and with the people.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 148

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.

Praise the Lord, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.

Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars. 

Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.

Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
who commanded, and they were created,

who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.

Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;

fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;

mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars,

wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;

young men and maidens,
old and young together.

Let them praise the name of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted,  
whose splendor is over earth and heaven.

The Lord has raised up strength for the people  
and praise for all faithful servants,

the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord.  
Hallelujah!
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Scripture Colossians 3:12-17

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if 
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And 
be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music 

*Gospel Luke 2:41-52

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 
And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 
When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was 
in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look 
for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they 
returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in 
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother 
said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and 
I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were 
you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 
But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with 
them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured 
all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and 
in divine and human favor.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn #49, Once in Royal David’s City

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #299 Amen, Amen

*Benediction

*Postlude  
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Serving Today
Ushers 
Olivia Glenn 
Pam Wendt 
Charles Curry 
Kim Fuller 
Sunny Moorhusen

North Door Greeters: 
Bill Keller 
Mary Newcomb

Lector 
Michael Dyer

Liturgist 
Susi Llewellyn

Sound Tech 
Bill Henning

Bus Driver
Cliff Carlson

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Amanda Beck & Harleigh Jones 
Interim Directors of Family Ministry 
amandabeck@fccmoline.org 
harleigh@fccmoline.org

Becky Baker 
Financial Manager 
becky@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org`


