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FirSt congregational ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery 
in our downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
CE and Adult Forum are on break throughout the 
holidays. Preschool through adult Sunday morning 
learning is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the 
Christian Education wing located on the lower level 
resuming January 7th, 2019.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the 
Son Cafe. Today’s menu is: Potato Pancakes with 
applesauce, sausage, and bread pudding. 

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record 
 of your attendance.

Welcome
There remains an experience of 
incomparable value. We have for 
once learnt to see the great events of 
world history from below, from the 
perspective of the outcast, the suspects, 
the maltreated, the powerless, the 
oppressed, the reviled--in short, from 
the perspective of those who suffer. 
The important thing is that neither 
bitterness nor envy should have gnawed 
at the heart during this time, that we 
should have come to look with new eyes 
at matters great and small, sorrow and 
joy, strength and weakness, that our 
perception of generosity, humanity, 
justice and mercy should have become 
clearer, freer, less corruptible. We have 
to learn that personal suffering is a 
more effective key, a more rewarding 
principle for exploring the world in 
thought and action than personal 
good fortune. This perspective from 
below must not become the partisan 
possession of those who are eternally 
dissatisfied; rather, we must do justice 
to life in all its dimensions from a 
higher satisfaction, whose foundation 
is beyond any talk of “from below” or 
“from above.” This is the way in which 
we may affirm it. 

Letter and Papers From Prison 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945)
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude  “Be Thou My Vision”  -  arr. Mark Hayes

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Seasons come and seasons go,

but our God endures forever.

Our faith exhibits ebb and flow,

but our God endures forever.

Our lives may freeze up or may grow,

but our God endures forever. 
So let our souls magnify the Lord our God this day. 

*Opening Prayer

God of surprising generosity and unexpected grace, 
We come to witness a miracle, and to prepare our hearts for the birth of new light;

We have come once again 
to open our souls and our lives 
to the divine birth.

And in this sacred moment we ask for your gentle presence 
to comfort and challenge us.

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #600 Song of Mary
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Lighting the Advent Candle The Geenen Family 
Dave, Sonya, Violet and Jack Geenen

Let us pray. Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas 
season.  As these candles are lit, light our lives with your 
imagination.  Show us the creative power of hope.  Teach us the 
peace that comes from justice.   Fill us with the kind of joy that 
cannot be contained, but must be shared.  Magnify your love within 
us.  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk 
in the light of Christ.  Amen. 
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When God Is A Child
Joan Collier Fogg
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*Call to Confession

Silence is kept for reflection.

*Prayer of Confession

To you, O God, we lift up our souls.  
You know us through and through; 
we confess our sins to you.  
Remember not our sins;  
remember us with your steadfast love.  
Show us your ways; 
teach us your paths;  
and lead us in justice and truth,  
for the sake of your goodness  
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

*Song of Praise  Magnificat
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*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Time Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin 
is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred 
shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And 
they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he 
shall be the one of peace.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Luke 1:46b-55

And a horn of salvation said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,

And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

For he has looked with favor on the

Lowliness of his servant.

Surely, form now on all generations

Will call me blessed;

For the Mighty One has done great things for me,

And holy is his name.

His mercy is for those who fear him

From generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm; 
he as scattered the proud in the

Thoughts of their hearts.

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,

And lifted up the lowly;

He has filled the hungry with good things,

And sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,

In remembrance of his mercy.

According to the promise he made to our ancestors,

To Abraham and to his descendants forever.
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Scripture Hebrews 10:5-10

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and 
offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt 
offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘See, God, I 
have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according 
to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the 
first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music “Song of Emmanuel”  -  by Lloyd Larson 
*Selection from this year’s Christmas Cantata (10pm service)
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*Gospel Luke 1:39-45

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And 
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For 
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord.”

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, 
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry 
with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn #48  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  “Verset”  -  Leon Boellmann

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #15 Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers

*Choral Benediction

Go in Peace. Serve the Lord

Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Postlude  “Hallelujah” chorus  - from Handel’s Messiah
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Serving Today
Ushers 
Bigford Family

Usher Guides 
Dixie Duckett 
Charles Curry

North Door Greeters: 
Olivia Glenn 
Mary Cox

Lector 
Twink Jan-McMahon

Liturgist 
Kenzie Smith

Sound Tech 
Dave Geenen

Bus Driver
Cliff Carlson

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Amanda Beck & Harleigh Jones 
Interim Directors of Family Ministry 
amandabeck@fccmoline.org 
harleigh@fccmoline.org

Becky Baker 
Financial Manager 
becky@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org`
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Christmas Eve 
Services 5 pm Family "Living 

Nativity" Service

10 pm Music & 
Lights Service


