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firSt congregational ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery 
in our downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning learning 
is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the 
Son Cafe. Today’s menu is: Belgian waffles with 
syrup and berry toppings, bacon, ham, and fruit.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record 
 of your attendance.

Welcome
The Church year begins with advent, 
so we are now in the third Sunday of 
this new year.  And the readings for this 
year have Luke for the Gospel.

Luke is a little different.  

• In his prologue he writes:  Since 
many have undertaken to set down an 
orderly account of the events that have 
been fulfilled among us, 2just as they 
were handed on to us by those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses 
and servants of the word, 3I too 
decided, after investigating everything 
carefully from the very first, to write 
an orderly account for you, most 
excellent Theophilus, 4so that you may 
know the truth concerning the things 
about which you have been instructed.

• Luke writes a two-volume work.  
His second volume is Acts of the 
Apostles.

• Luke has an account of Jesus’ birth 
and childhood.  Luke is the only one 
with Shepherds and Angels.

• Luke includes outsiders and 
foreigners and makes them 
insiders.

In today’s reading John the Baptist 
reaches out in particular to soldiers and 
tax collectors; folks who were among 
the outsiders.  And he tells them what 
they must do to be part of the new 
realm of God.

Pastor Michael
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude  Veni  -  by Jason W. Krug

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Sing praises to God on high, for glorious are God’s works.

Sing praises to the ends of the earth.

Shout and sing for joy, O people of God,

for great is the Holy One in with us, 
blessed is the One who comes to dwell among us.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray, Lord of Love and Light, shine through our darkness, 
bringing us hope. Open our hearts for the journey, our eyes for the 
light, our spirits for the peace which you bring. So fill our hearts with 
laughter and joy that we reveal your love for the whole world.  
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #488 The God of Abraham Praise
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Lighting the Advent Candle The Marshall Family 
Tami & Christian Marshall, Pamela Cady

Let us pray. Loving God, we open ourselves to the joy you intend for 
all people. Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace 
that comes from justice.  Fill us with joy that cannot be contained 
but must be shared.  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you 
that we may walk in the light of Christ. In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen.

& 43 œ
When

q = 82

ú œ œ
God is a

ú œ
child, there's

œ œ œ
joy in our

ú œ
song. The

&
5

ú œ œ
last shall be

ú œ œ
first, and the

œ œ œ
weak shall be

ú œ
strong. And

&
9

ú œ
none shall

ú œ
be a

.ú
fraid.

∑
-

&
13

ú œ œ
3.Joy is a

ú œ
song that

.œ Jœ
œ

wel comes the

.ú
dawn,-

&
17

.œ Jœ
œ

tell ing the

œ œ œ
world that the

œ œ œ
Sav ior is

ú œ
born. When- -

&
21

ú œ œ
God is a

ú œ
child, there's

œ œ œ
joy in our

ú œ
song. The

&
25

ú œ œ
last shall be

ú œ œ
first, and the

œ œ œ
weak shall be

ú œ
strong. And

&
29

ú œ
none shall

ú œ
be a

.ú
fraid.-

When God Is A Child
Joan Collier Fogg

©



•  5  •

*Call to Confession

Silence is kept for reflection.

*Prayer of Confession

To you, O God, we lift up our souls.  
You know us through and through; 
we confess our sins to you.  
Remember not our sins;  
remember us with your steadfast love.  
Show us your ways; 
teach us your paths;  
and lead us in justice and truth,  
for the sake of your goodness  
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

*Song of Praise  Magnificat



•  6  •

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Time 

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against 
you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your 
midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in 
your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day 
of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for 
it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and 
gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all 
the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for 
I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I 
restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely God is my salvation;

I will trust, and will not be afraid,

For the Lord God is my strength and my might;

He has become my salvation.

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord,

Call on his name;

Make known his deeds among the nations;

Proclaim that his name is exalted.

Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously.

Let this be known in all the earth.

Shout aloud and sing for joy, O Royal Zion,

For great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

Scripture Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Special Music Silent Night  -  arr. Sandra Eithun

*Gospel Luke 3:7-18

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy 
of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to 
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect 
no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And 
we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone 
by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” As the 
people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than 
I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear 
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he 
proclaimed the good news to the people.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn #405  What Does the Lord Require



•  9  •

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Home Communion Commissioning

Kim Fuller, Audra Bailey, 

Katy Härle, Lucy Manis
Scripture

Questions to participants

Congregational Affirmation

You have heard the promises of those participating in this service. They are a 
part of you and as they serve, you will be serving with them. Will you now offer 
them the assurance of your participation by support and prayer so they might 
experience a sense of joy and encouragement.   

We promise our love, support and prayers.

Prayer

Let us pray, We thank you, O God, for these whom you have called to 
serve in this ministry of the church. Pour your blessing on those whom 
you have called today to serve in this ministry. We pray that they may 
bear witness to your saving love and power and enable your people to 
strengthen their ties as the One Body of Christ. Guide them in safety, 
faith, courage, and love as they share your love. Amen.

Act of Commissioning
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Invitation

Offertory  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  -  by Lloyd Larson

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #10 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

*Benediction

*Postlude  Ride On in Majesty!  -  David Paxton
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Serving Today
Ushers 
Audra Bailey
Pam Wendt
Rachel Dyer
Charles Curry
Sunny Moorhusen

North Door Greeters: 
Carol Freeman

Lector 
Josh Dyer

Liturgist 
Patti Ensey

Sound Tech 
Jeff Newcomb

Bus Driver
Cliff Carlson

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Amanda Beck & Harleigh Jones 
Interim Directors of Family Ministry 
amandabeck@fccmoline.org 
harleigh@fccmoline.org

Becky Baker 
Financial Manager 
becky@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org`
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