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Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery 
in our downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning learning 
is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the 
Son Cafe. Today’s menu is: Steve Schippers Sliders: 
Cheeseburgers, various toppings, chips or potato 
tots, fruit, pie and toaster items.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record 
 of your attendance.

Welcome
In an age which offers a variety of 
escapes from the human condition, 
Christians are more than ever a sign of 
contradiction. They continue to believe 
that the search for God must begin 
with the acceptance of the human. They 
believe this because it is in the stable of 
humanity that God has come in search 
of us.

In the human experience of Jesus, 
God became available to us in the 
depth of human life. Thus, a Christian 
believes that the experience of ultimate 
meaning comes not from a leap out 
of the human condition, a journey 
through its dark waters.

John Heagle

With the drawing of this Love  
    and the voice of this Calling

We shall not cease from exploration

And the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place for the first time.

T.S. Eliot
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude  Joyeux Noels - by Budd Udell 

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

The day of the Lord brings grace and blessing.

We come with hearts prepared for praising.

The day of the Lord brings judgment and pardon.

We come with souls set on praying.

The day of the Lord brings wisdom and light.

We come with minds eager to listen for God’s will.

In our praising, praying, listening, and responding,

we come to worship God.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray, God beyond time and space, 
take this moment of worship and bless it.

May the grace experienced in this place 
be multiplied to overflowing 
so that your whole world sees the light of your love.

Refresh our spirits, 
and transform our lives to reflect your love and compassion. 
In Christ’s Name we pray, Amen.

*Opening Hymn #2 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
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Lighting the Advent Candle The Deem Family 
Emilia, Kristinia, Adelyn, & Hailey Deem 

Dana Martin & Carol Holtz-Martin

Let us pray. Eternal God, we thank you for the gift Christ’s peace.  In 
this Advent season, prepare our hearts as we seek to share this gift 
of peace with the sick, the hungry, and the lonely. In Christ’s name 
we pray.  Amen.
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When God Is A Child
Joan Collier Fogg
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*Call to Confession

Silence is kept for reflection.

*Prayer of Confession

To you, O God, we lift up our souls.  
You know us through and through; 
we confess our sins to you.  
Remember not our sins;  
remember us with your steadfast love.  
Show us your ways; 
teach us your paths;  
and lead us in justice and truth,  
for the sake of your goodness  
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

*Song of Praise  Magnificat
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*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Time 

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Malachi 3:1-4

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight--indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like 
a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 
former years.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Luke 1:68-79

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.

He has raised up a mighty savior for us
in the house of his servant David,

as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we would be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us.

Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,

the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we,  
being rescued from the hands of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.

By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high
will break upon us,

to give light to those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
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Scripture Philippians 1:3-11

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for 
me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for 
all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for 
all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your 
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you 
to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen - by Mitchell Clarke

*Gospel Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip 
ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around 
the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn #409  Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Greensleeves - by Rob Roy McGregor

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #13 Prepare the Way

*Choral Blessing

Go in Peace. Serve the Lord
Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Postlude  Christmas Carol Festival - by Paul Nagle
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Serving Today
Ushers 
2nd Grade CE Class

Usher Guides: 
Nancy Michl 
Andrew Michl

North Door Greeters: 
Kelsy McCormick 
Laura McCormick

Lector/Liturgist 
 

Sound Tech 
Bill Henning

Bus Driver
Cliff Carlson

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Amanda Beck & Harleigh Jones 
Interim Directors of Family Ministry 
amandabeck@fccmoline.org 
harleigh@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org`
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Quad City Brass Quintet
Lee Weimer,  trumpet 

Dave Hamburg,  trumpet 
Alan Guss,  french horn 

Todd Slothower,  trombone 
Ron Morton,  tuba


