
December 2nD, 2018

First sunDay oF aDvent

First congregational ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery 
in our downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning learning 
is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the 
Son Cafe. Today’s menu is: Scrambled eggs, sausage 
links, fruit, and pastry. 

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record 
 of your attendance.

Welcome
The ancient Western European 
custom of lighting the Advent 
wreath in church, school, or home is 
becoming more and more popular.... 
The practice lends itself well to 
teaching the meaning of the Advent 
season.

The circular form of the wreath 
represents the earth’s orbit and the 
ceaseless flow of time. The purple 
ribbons represent the penitential 
character of the Advent season 
and the four thousand years of 
waiting for Christ’s first coming. The 
wreath also symbolizes the Light 
of the World at his first and second 
Advent. The first candle is lighted 
on the first Sunday in Advent at 
the reading of the Old Testament 
lesson prophecy. Two are lighted the 
second week, three the third, and 
four candles the final week.

Those who take Advent seriously 
are really ready for Christmas. They 
know how much Christ’s coming 
means. They have taken time to 
examine their hearts, and learn 
anew their need for him.

Advent landmarks 
Robert D. Hershey (1909 - 1993)
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude  “In the Bleak Midwinter” - Zach Unke

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

November ends. December begins.

We find our beginning and our ending in God.

Month after month, our God attends us and supports us.

For God’s company, we offer thanks and praise.

Let us worship the God who gives us Jesus Christ:

God who is the Alpha and the Omega,

The beginning and the end,

The Living One and our Redeemer, now and forever.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray, Not when the mountains shake, nor the seas roar,
nor the clouds part to reveal you, Holy One,
but here and now, on this one ordinary day,
we will wait and watch 
for you will surely come to us.
In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen.

*Opening Hymn #9 O Come, O Come Emmanuel
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*Call to Confession

Silence is kept for reflection.

*Prayer of Confession

To you, O God, we lift up our souls.  
You know us through and through; 
we confess our sins to you.  
Remember not our sins;  
remember us with your steadfast love.  
Show us your ways; 
teach us your paths;  
and lead us in justice and truth,  
for the sake of your goodness  
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

Children’s Time 

Lighting the Advent Candle 

Let us pray. O God, we thank you that through Christ you bring 
hope into the world. As we light the first candle on this wreath, 
rouse us from sleep and deliver us from fear, that we may be 
prepared to greet our Lord when he comes. In Christ’s name we 
pray. Amen.
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*Song of Praise  Magnificat

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is 
our righteousness.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 25:1-10

To you, O Lord,

I lift up my soul.

O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; 

do not let my enemies exult over me.

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 

let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

Make me to know your ways, O Lord;

teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 

for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old.

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;

according to your steadfast love remember me,  
for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!

Good and upright is the Lord;

therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

He leads the humble in what is right,

and teaches the humble his way.

All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
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Scripture 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 
before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may 
our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may 
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just 
as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness 
that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his saints.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music “Song of Advent”  from Song of Emmanuel   - by Lloyd Larson 
*Selection from this year’s Christmas Cantata (10pm service)

*Gospel Luke 21:25-36

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things 
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption 
is drawing near.” Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will 
not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. “Be on guard so that your hearts are 
not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this 
life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn #452 O Day of God, Draw Nigh

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  “Let Us Break Bread” - Paul Taylor

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation

Communion Prayer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine

Sharing the Elements

The bread is eaten when served; the wine is held to be taken together.
Grape juice is clear; wine is red. 

Communion Music Worship Medley - Moss

*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray, We affirm the goodness of life and the openness of the 
future because our God is a God of life and love.  As God comes to us 
in this act of communion with one another, let us go out to others in 
Jesus’ name.  May our every prayer be an action that brings healing, 
reconciliation and hope to a broken and hurting world.  Amen
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #12 People, Look East

*Choral Blessing

Go in Peace. Serve the Lord
Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Postlude  “How Firm A Foundation” - Mark Hayes
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Serving Today
Ushers 
Tom Woodburn 
Michael Dyer 
Josh Dyer 
Jack Reimers 
Kathy Reimers
Lucy Manis
Carol Freeman

North Door Greeters: 
Bill Keller 
Olivia Glenn

Lector 
Kim Fuller

Liturgist 
Audra Bailey 

Sound Tech 
Jeff Newcomb

Communion Prep 
Tom Woodburn 
Michael Dyer

Bus Driver
Cliff Carlson

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Amanda Beck & Harleigh Jones 
Interim Directors of Family Ministry 
amandabeck@fccmoline.org 
harleigh@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org


