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Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship 
and are always welcome. Worship Activity 
Bags for children are located at the back 
of the church: teal bags for 2-5 years, navy 
blue for 6-10 years. We offer childcare in 
our professionally staffed nursery in our 
downstairs nursery for children ages 
 infancy through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Join us for weekly Sunday School in the 
Christian Education wing located on the 
lower level. 

Sunday Brunch
Menu: Scrambled eggs, fruit, sausage or 
bacon, kringle pastry, fruit, no toaster items.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record 
 of your attendance.

Cover Art Christ the King of Kings, (1600)

Welcome
The Feast of Christ the 
King was established in 
1925 by Pope Pius XI 
for the Roman Catholic 
Church.  Originally it 
was on the last Sunday 
in October, but in 1970 
was moved to the last 
Sunday of the church 
year; just before Advent.

As many churches have 
come to use the Revised Common Lectionary 
since 1975 they also observe Christ the King 
Sunday as the final Sunday of the liturgical 
year.  These churches include most Anglican 
and mainline Protestant groups, including the 
Church of England, Episcopal and Anglican 
churches in the United States, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, United Methodist Church, 
Presbyterian Church, the United Church of 
Christ, and the Moravian Church.  In recent 
years most have come to use non-gendered 
terms to refer to the feast as The Reign of 
Christ.

In practical terms, Reign of Christ is marked 
when there is a Sunday in November following 
Thanksgiving and before Advent starts.  
Otherwise it gets bumped by Thanksgiving.

An interesting contrast is the worldly idea of 
sovereign power and the life and ministry of 
Jesus as portrayed in the Gospels.  What sort 
of king is it who ends up on a cross?

Pr. Michael Swartz
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude  

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being  
coming with the clouds of heaven. 

And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him.

To the one like a human being was given dominion and glory and kingship, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. 

His dominion is forever and forever.  It shall not pass away,  
and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray, Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all 
things to your beloved Son, whom you anointed priest forever and king 
of all creation:  Grant that all people of the earth, now divided by the 
power of sin, may be united under the glorious and gentle rule of your 
Son, our sovereign, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

*Opening Hymn #555 Now Thank We All Our God
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*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Let us pray. We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us 
free. We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love 
freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church 
inward rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us 
to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act 
for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

*Song of Praise  Gloria

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Time 

Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, 
his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his 
throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued 
and flowed out from his presence. A thousand thousands served him, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgment, 
and the books were opened. 

As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the 
clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before 
him. To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be 
destroyed.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 93

The LORD is king, he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed,  
he is girded with strength. 

He has established the world; it shall never be moved;

your throne is established from of old; 

you are from everlasting.

The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; 

the floods lift up their roaring.

More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters,  
more majestic than the waves of the sea, 

majestic on high is the LORD!

Your decrees are very sure; 

holiness befits your house, O LORD, forevermore.
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Scripture Revelation 1:4b-8

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made 
us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye 
will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  - arr. John Carter

*Gospel John 18:33-37

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on 
your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, 
am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. 
What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. 
If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from 
here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I 
am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to 
the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn #92 Beneath the Cross of Jesus



•  7  •

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #151 Crown Him with Many Crowns

*Benediction

*Postlude  

The altar flowers are given 
 to the glory of God and in loving memory of  

Clifford L. and Roberta J. Peterson

Given by:  Jeff and Jana Peterson
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Serving Today
Ushers 
Tami Marshall 
Christian Marshall

Usher Guides 
Josh Dyer 
Michael Dyer

North Door Greeters: 
Mary Curry 
Charles Curry

Lector & Liturgist 
Tami Marshall 
Christian Marshall

Sound Tech 
Bill Henning

Bus Driver
Pat Oberg

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Amanda Beck & Harleigh Jones 
Interim Directors of Family Ministry 
amandabeck@fccmoline.org 
harleigh@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org


