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Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  
in our downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Join us for weekly Sunday School in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level. 

Sunday Brunch
Menu: Eggs Benedict casserole with ham. English 
muffins, fruit cookies.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of your 
attendance.

Cover Art Rock with Cross, Sumava Park, Spicak, 
Czech Republic. 

Welcome
Ecumenical Movement  -  

that they may all be one.

Thomas Reese, a Catholic journalist, 
wrote in an October 31, 2017 opinion 
piece in the National Catholic Reporter:

Two world wars fostered ecumenism in 
foxholes where soldiers of different faiths 
got to know and respect each other. The 
wars also made the churches realize they 
needed to put aside their squabbles to work 
for peace.

He notes that before that time Catholics 
and most Protestants were not so 
interested in ecumenism and focused 
more on differences. Ecumenism 
generally means Christians working in 
harmony in Jesus’ name.

The United Church of Christ, formed in 
1957, took ecumenism as one of its key 
founding ideas. Of all the passages of 
scripture that might have been chosen 
as a motto they/we choose Jesus’ prayer 
from John 17:20-21:
20 ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also 
on behalf of those who will believe in me 
through their word, 21 that they may all 
be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am 
in you, may they also be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me.

The Gospel passage for today assumes 
that there will be diverse groups 
speaking in Jesus’ name. And Jesus 
seems pretty relaxed with that.

Michael Swartz
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude  Shall We Gather At The River arr. Greg Howlett

Greeting and Welcome

*Call to Worship

The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul.

the fear of God is pure, enduring forever.

Let the words of my mouth

and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O God,  
my rock and my redeemer.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing 
mercy and pity:  Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to 
obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ our Risen Savior, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

*Opening Hymn #420 God of Grace and God of Glory
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*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Let us pray. We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us 
free. We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love 
freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church 
inward rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us 
to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act 
for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

*Song of Praise  Gloria

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Time 

Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Numbers 11:16, 24-29

So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, 
whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring 
them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he 
gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 
Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some 
of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the 
spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 

Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named 
Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but 
they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And 
a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the 
camp.” And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen 
men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But Moses said to him, “Are you 
jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that 
the LORD would put his spirit on them!”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



•  6  •

Psalm 19:7-14

The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the 
simple.

The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord’s is clear and gives light to the 
eyes.

The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

More to be desired than gold, much more than fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.

Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
Cleanse me from my secret faults.

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 
dominion over me;

then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight,

O Lord my rock and my redeemer. 

Scripture James 5:13-20

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They 
should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for 
the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them 
with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, 
and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will 
be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful 
and effective.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Special Music Prayer for Today, Tucker, arr. M. Kemp

*Gospel Mark 9:38-50

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus 
said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will 
be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for 
us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you 
bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. “If any of you put 
a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would 
be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you 
were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, 
to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; 
it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown 
into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for 
you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and 
to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 
quenched. “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has 
lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 
peace with one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Michael Swartz
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*Hymn Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
#596 New Century Hymnal
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Air Samuel Wesley

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending  #477, Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim

*Benediction

*Postlude  On Jordan’s Stormy Banks arr. Mark Hayes

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Kathy, Beatrice and Wallace Odean

Given by:  Reid Odean
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Serving Today
Ushers 
Nancy Michl
Bobbie Ray
Steve Schippers
Judy Schippers
Pam Wendt

North Door Greeters: 
Mary Cox 
Don Shearer

Lector/Liturgist 
Linda Shearer

Sound Tech 
Brian Williams

Bus Driver
Mike Bealer

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson 
Director of Family Ministry 
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Finance Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar


