
WhatShall We Bring?

I n a time of intentional focus on stewardship, the story of Paul in Athens may strike us as an

odd biblical story for today.  Isn’t this the time when we normally hear the parable of the

talents; or about the foolish barn-builder; or the rich man who was shocked to hear Jesus’

answer that to see the Realm of God you have to sell it all and give the proceeds to the poor?

Stewardship is about money; but not only about money. Its many facets include, among

other things, the sharing of our faith.   This is precisely what Paul is engaged in with the

Athenians.  Noting their many idols as he has toured their great city, he calls attention to one

particular worship space dedicated to an unknown god.  The Athenians are scrupulous in not

wanting to offend the deities by leaving any divinity unacknowledged.  Paul seizes the opportunity

to introduce them to the God made known in Jesus Christ.  The One True God.  This God,

once unknown, has now been revealed!

In 1 Corinthians, Paul writes that we are “stewards of the mysteries of God.”  As

people who know the nature of our God and the love that God has for all of creation, a love

that is more powerful even than death itself, we are called to share this story.  We are stewards

of the Gospel and as such we do not hoard this good news, but we offer it to others.

Paul was radically devoted to God and the mission to tell the world of God’s loving

intentions toward creation.  His priority was to love and serve the God who could not be

contained in any idol of wood, stone, silver, or gold.  When you know this to be true, it puts

everything else in its proper place.  

As we reflect on what it means to be a steward, we are invited to think both about our

priorities and how well we have shared with others the real treasure we have in the story of our

faith.  How are you practicing this kind of stewardship?  Who can you tell about God’s

unconditional love?…

Gifts of Good News
Acts 17:16-31

With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  

- Micah 6:6
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Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship 
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags 
for children are located at the back of the church: 
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. 
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed 
nursery in our downstairs nursery for children 
ages infancy through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Join us for weekly Sunday School in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level. 

Sunday Brunch
Menu: Ghost and Goblin cheeses, crackers, 
cold cut meats, fruit, “deviled” eggs, Halloween 
goodies, Witches brew and Soft pretzels.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of 
your attendance.

Welcome
I am not told that I am to like my 
neighbor; I am ordered to love him or 
her. Luther’s explication of our relation 
to the neighbor brings us close to a 
right understanding. Our neighbors 
in the biblical sense, are those persons 
who live in God’s creation with us 
in the solidarity of our life together 
on this earth. Though I cannot will 
myself to feel an oceanic affection 
for all people, I can acknowledge my 
bond with the whole of creation. 
In that bond I am to recognize the 
authenticity, the thereness, the 
concrete life and existence of the other.

In the broad context of human 
solidarity the exercise of love is 
realized in transaffectional justice. Real 
love grasps the hand that need holds 
out. Needs cry out from millions I will 
never meet. Justice is love operating 
at a distance. When, for instance, my 
church tells me that millions of people 
are starving and that it is my duty 
to show my love for them through 
helpful actions, I become aware of 
the transindividual meaning of love. 
I cannot feel any immediate affection 
for two million people. Love becomes 
a recognition of the neighbor in his or 
her need, and takes the transpersonal 
form of distributed food. 

Gravity and Grace 
Joseph Sittler (1904 - 1987)
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude  “Promenade” from Pictures at an Exhibition - Mussorgsky

Greeting and Welcome

*Call to Worship

Since we all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory,

We are justified by God’s grace as a gift, through Jesus Christ, 
by faith.

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

Let us also lay aside every weight, and the sin that clings so closely 

And let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 

Looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Amen.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. O God of our deepest longings,
meet us here today and teach us to recognize
the covenant of justice, peace and love
you have written on our hearts.

May our desires become your desires,
our work become your work,
and our community the place 
where you are sought and found.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

*Opening Hymn #260 A Mighty Fortress
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Prayer Confession

On this Reformation Sunday, we confess our bondage and ask anew for the 
freedom of god.  Let us join in this act of confession. 

(A brief silence for individual prayer.)  

From the powers of evil that enslave, cripple and destroy us,

God make us free.

From all attachments to shallow pursuits and to things which do not satisfy 
our hearts,

God make us free.

From foolish devotion to dead traditions, lack of courage, narrowness of 
vision, and neglecting your will,

God make us free.

From faithless anxieties and fear that invade our lives, divide our human 
family, excuse injustices, and corrupt our peace and joy,

God make us free.

God has given us a new covenant in Jesus Christ. God forgives us and sets us 
free.  In renewed faith let us accept God’s gift of freedom and live joyfully by 
grace.

Amen.

*Song of Praise  Gloria
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*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Time Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the 
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

though its waters roar and foam,

though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;

God will help it when the morning dawns. 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;

he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

The Lord of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come, behold the works of the Lord;

see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;

he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 
he burns the shields with fire. 

‘Be still, and know that I am God!

I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.’ 

The Lord of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.
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Scripture Romans 3:19-28

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be 
held accountable to God. For ‘no human being will be justified in his sight’ 
by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of 
sin.

But now, irrespective of law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, 
and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they 
are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by 
his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous 
and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by 
faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music God Is Our Refuge - Allen Poe
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*Gospel John 8:31-36

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, ‘If you continue in 
my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free.’ They answered him, ‘We are descendants 
of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 
saying, “You will be made free”?’

Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is 
a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; 
the son has a place there for ever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be 
free indeed.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn #421 The Church of Christ in Every Age

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  “The Old Castle” from Pictures at an Exhibition - Mussorgsky

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending  #555 Now Thank We All our God

*Benediction

*Postlude  “The Great Gate of Kiev” from Pictures at an Exhibition - Mussorgsky

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Donald E. Engstrom

Given by:  June Engstrom
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Serving Today
Ushers 
Kerry Johnson
Noah Johnson
Peggy Rucker
Dennis Rucker

Usher Guides:
Kathy Harris
Pam Wendt

North Door Greeters: 
Audra Bailey 
Olivia Glenn

Lector 
Dieter Härle

Liturgist 
Carol Freeman

Sound Tech 
Jeff Newcomb

Substitute Organist 
Patrick Downing

Bus Driver
Scott Griffith

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Amanda Beck & Harleigh Jones 
Interim Directors of Family Ministry 
amandabeck@fccmoline.org 
harleigh@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org
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talents; or about the foolish barn-builder; or the rich man who was shocked to hear Jesus’

answer that to see the Realm of God you have to sell it all and give the proceeds to the poor?
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that is more powerful even than death itself, we are called to share this story.  We are stewards

of the Gospel and as such we do not hoard this good news, but we offer it to others.
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intentions toward creation.  His priority was to love and serve the God who could not be

contained in any idol of wood, stone, silver, or gold.  When you know this to be true, it puts

everything else in its proper place.  

As we reflect on what it means to be a steward, we are invited to think both about our

priorities and how well we have shared with others the real treasure we have in the story of our

faith.  How are you practicing this kind of stewardship?  Who can you tell about God’s
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