
OctOber 21st, 2018

twenty-secOnd sunday after PentecOst

first cOngregatiOnal ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship 
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags 
for children are located at the back of the church: 
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. 
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed 
nursery in our downstairs nursery for children 
ages infancy through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Join us for weekly Sunday School in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level. 

Sunday Brunch
Menu: Ham, cheese and potato casserole, fruit, 
toaster items, and assorted goodies.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of 
your attendance.

Cover Art Abraham and Melchizedek,  
Bouts, Dieric, (1415-1457)

Welcome
When the Spirit of God has shed abroad 
the love of God in our hearts, we begin 
deliberately to identify ourselves with Jesus 
Christ’s interests in other people, and Jesus 
Christ is interested in every kind of man 
there is. We have no right in Christian work 
to be guided by our affinities; this is one 
of the biggest tests of our relationship to 
Jesus Christ. The delight of sacrifice is that 
I lay down my life for my Friend, not fling it 
away, but deliberately lay my life out for Him 
and His interests in other people, not for a 
cause. Paul spent himself for one purpose 
only--that he might win men to Jesus Christ. 
Paul attracted to Jesus all the time, never 
to himself. “I am made all things to all men, 
that I might by all means save some.” When 
a man says he must develop a holy life alone 
with God, he is of no more use to his fellow 
men: he puts himself on a pedestal, away 
from the common run of men. Paul became 
a sacramental personality; wherever he 
went, Jesus Christ helped Himself to his life. 
Many of us are after our own ends, and Jesus 
Christ cannot help Himself to our lives. If we 
are abandoned to Jesus, we have no ends of 
our own to serve. Paul said he knew how to 
be a “door-mat” without resenting it, because 
the mainspring of his life was devotion to 
Jesus. We are apt to be devoted, not to Jesus 
Christ, but to the things which emancipate 
us spiritually. That was not Paul’s motive. 
“I could wish myself were accursed from 
Christ for my brethren”--wild extravagant-
-is it? When a man is in love it is not an 
exaggeration to talk in that way, and Paul is 
in love with Jesus Christ. 

My Utmost for His Highest  
Oswald Chambers (1874-1917)
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude  Shall We Gather at The River - arr. Moss

Greeting and Welcome

*Call to Worship

As the rains pour from heaven, soaking the earth that it may produce good things

So God pours God’s love upon us, that we, too,  
may produce goodness and peace.

We have been blessed with many gifts and talents.

God desires that we use these gifts and talents for healing,  
peace, and hope.

Come, let us worship and celebrate the generous love and power of God.

Praise be to God who has blessed us in so many ways.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray, we see everywhere the imprint of your creative love. The 
wondrous works of nature show your generosity. As we gather today 
to celebrate your love and creation, remind us that we are part of that 
created order, meant to be stewards of your generous love.  
Prepare us to work for you in ministries of peace and justice. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #473 For the Beauty of the Earth
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Affirmation of Baptism
Children’s Time Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

Invitation

New Members               Friendship Sponsors

Dave & Sonya Geenen,   Josh & Kimberly Dyer,  
   Violet & Jack       Rachel & Lily
Bill & Kerry Johnson,   Scott & Kara Waletzko,  
   Noah        Olivia & Finley
Travis & Kristin Lopez,   Audra Bailey 
   Finley
Josh & Angie Suman,    Andy & Tanya Wandrey, 
   Noah & Ella        Alex, Nolan & Myles

*Confession of Faith

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended to heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.

*Affirmation by the Congregation

*Welcome and Reception

Let us, the members of, First Congregational UCC Moline, express our 
welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ.

We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church.  
We promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes 
and labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and 
love and be witnesses of our risen Savior.

Greeting of Christian Love

Prayer

Let us pray. Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be your 
servant people and for gathering us into the body of Christ. We 
thank you for sending to us these believers that we may work 
together in serving the needs of others. Confirm in us the power 
of your covenant that we may live in your Spirit, share regularly in 
worship, and so love each other that we may have among us the same 
mind which was in Christ Jesus, to whom be all honor and glory. 
Amen.
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*Song of Praise  Gloria

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Isaiah 53:4-12

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted 
him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that 
made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like 
a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a perversion of justice he was taken 
away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land 
of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. They made his 
grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no 
violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
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Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his 
life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. Out of his anguish he shall 
see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, 
my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the 
spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 91:9-16

Because you have made me the Lord your refuge,

and the Most High your habitation,

no evil will befall you,

nor shall affliction come near your dwelling. 

For God will give the angels charge over you,

to guard you in all your ways.

Upon their hands they will bear you up,

lest you strike your foot against a stone.

You will tread upon the lion cub and viper;

you will trample down the lion and the serpent.

I will deliver those who cling to me;

I will uphold them, because they know my name.

They will call me, and I will answer them;

I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.

With long life will I satisfy them

and show them my salvation. 
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Scripture Hebrews 5:1-10

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things 
pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He 
is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is 
subject to weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own 
sins as well as for those of the people. And one does not presume to take 
this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have 
begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, 
according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and 
he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, 
he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 
having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem Gloria - by Dobinski
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*Gospel Mark 10:35-45

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to 
him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he 
said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, 
“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 
But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you 
able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, 
“The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am 
baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is 
not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So 
Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles 
those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great 
ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes 
to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to 
be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Dr. James Olson

*Hymn #393 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Just as I am - by Honhry

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending  #263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

*Benediction

*Postlude  Almighty - arr. Bill Wolaver

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
 Doris and Ron Carlson, Janet Laub and Sheila McKernie

Given by:  Heather and Cliff Carlson



•  11  •

Serving Today
Ushers 
Cliff Carlson
Noah Suman
Pam Wendt
Judy Schippers
Patti Ensey

North Door Greeters: 
Carol Freeman 
Andrew Michl

Lector 
Audra Bailey

Liturgist 
Mary Newcomb

Sound Tech 
Jeff Newcomb

Bus Driver
Scott Griffith

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Amanda Beck & Harleigh Jones 
Interim Directors of Family Ministry 
amandabeck@fccmoline.org 
harleigh@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org


