
September 9th, 2018

Sixteenth Sunday after pentecoSt

firSt congregational ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  
in our downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old. 

Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday 
School in the Christian Education wing located on 
the lower level. Preschool through adult Sunday 
morning learning is offered at 9am.

Sunday Brunch
Pulled pork sandwiches, bbq sauce, toppings, chips, 
fruit/veggie tray, and cotton candy.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or  
by email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of your 
attendance. 

Welcome
What is Jesus’ incarnation but His 
heavenly humility, His emptying 
Himself and becoming man? What 
is His life earth but humility, His 
taking the form of a servant? What 
is His atonement but humility? 
He humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death. What is His 
ascension but humility exalted to 
the throne and crowned with glory? 
“He humbled Himself, therefore God 
highly exalted Him.” 

Only humility leads to perfect 
death; only death perfects humility. 
Humility and death are in their 
very nature one: humility is the 
end; in death the fruit is ripened to 
perfection.

The Christian’s life ever bears the 
twofold mark; its roots striking in 
true humility deep into the grave of 
Jesus, the death to sin and self: its 
head lifted up in resurrected power 
to the heaven where Jesus is.

Humility - Reading IV  
Andrew Murray (1828-1917)

Cover Art The Canaanite Woman asks 
for healing for her daughter  
Herman, Jean, Pol de Limbourg 
(apx. 1385-apx. 1416)
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude Extended Prelude by the Mossman Quintet

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Come out of the darkness of despair into the brightness of God’s  
transforming love.

We praise God for God’s presence with us!

Prepare your hearts and spirits to receive God’s mercy and healing.

We thank God for God’s mercy toward us.

Come, let us praise and worship God who is always with us.

Thanks be to God at all times and in all places. Amen.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. Lord, we come to worship and to thank you for the many ways 
you guide our lives. We ask that our hearts, our ears, and our spirits may 
be open to your healing words of love. In the name of Christ we pray. 
Amen.

*Opening Hymn #276, Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Let us pray. We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set 
us free. We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word 
of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn 
the church inward rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir 
us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for 
what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole 
creation. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

*Song of Praise Gloria
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*Passing the Peace

Children’s Time Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Isaiah 35:4-7a

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 
God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come 
and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 146

Hallelujah!

Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

Put not your trust in rulers,

in mortals in whom there is no help.

When they breathe their last, the return to earth,

and in that day their thoughts perish.

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,

whose hope is in the Lord their God;

who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;

who keeps promises forever;

who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.

The Lord sets the captive free.

The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

the Lord loves the righteous.

The Lord cares for the stranger;

the Lord sustains the orphan and widow,  
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

The Lord shall reign forever,

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
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Scripture James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe 
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine 
clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also 
comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, 
“Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” 
or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. 
Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs 
of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you have 
dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who 
drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that 
was invoked over you? 

You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit 
sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the 
whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.

For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall 
not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have 
become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be 
judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be without mercy to anyone 
who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 
have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So 
faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music This Little Light of Mine - Mark Hayes
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*Gospel Mark 7:24-37

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house 
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 
but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard 
about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a 
Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of 
her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, 
even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, 
“For saying that, you may go--the demon has left your daughter.” So she went 
home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf 
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his 
hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his 
fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to 
heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And 
immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered 
them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond 
measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to 
hear and the mute to speak.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn #324, Open My Eyes That I May See

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Amazing Grace - Mossman Quintet

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #315, Every Time I Feel the Spirit

*Benediction

*Postlude  Just a Closer Walk With Thee - Mossman Quintet

The altar flowers are given 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of our parents,  

Vivian and Dick Jones and Fran and Bud Larsen

Given by: Virginia and Alan Larsen
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Musicians 
Mason Moss - Piano 

Devon White - Bass | Wes Julien - Drums 
Karli Bunn - Saxophone | Demetrio Lyle - Trumpet



•  12  •

Serving Today
Head Usher
Tom Woodburn

Ushers 
Confirmation Class Serving

Usher Guides 
Cliff Carlson 
Dixie Duckett

North Door Greeters: 
Bill Keller 
Nancy Keller

Lector 
Kelsy McCormick

Liturgist 
Kenzie Smith 
Allison Maranda

Sound Tech 
Brian Williams

Bus Driver
Mike Bealer

Special Music 
Mossman Quintet

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson 
Director of Family Ministry 
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Finance Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar


