
September 16th, 2018

Seventeenth Sunday after pentecoSt

firSt congregational ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the churchPlease turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We offer 
childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  in 
our downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old. 

Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday 
School in the Christian Education wing located on 
the lower level. Preschool through adult Sunday 
morning learning is offered at 9am.

Sunday Brunch
Eggs, English muffins, sliced cheese, sausage/bacon. 
Whitey’s ice cream social and Amanda’s cookies. 

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or  
by email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and hearing 
amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information. 

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of your 
attendance. 

Cover Art John and disciples acknowledge Jesus as 
the Lamb of God (1205-1235)

Welcome
The deacon then says in a loud voice: 
“Welcome one another and embrace 
one another!”

Do not think of this kiss as being 
like the kiss people exchange in 
the public squares when they meet 
friends. No, this kiss is not of that 
kind. It unites souls, it requires that 
we forget all grudges.

This kiss thus signifies the union 
of souls with one another, and the 
forgetfulness of all wrongs done us. 
This is why Christ said: “If you are 
presenting your gift at the altar, 
and there you remember that your 
brother has a grievance against you, 
leave your offering there before the 
altar, and go first to be reconciled 
to your brother; then return and 
present your offering” (Mt. 5:23-24)

The kiss, then, is an act of 
reconciliation. That is why it is holy, 
as blessed Paul proclaims it to be 
when he says: “Greet one another 
with a holy kiss” (1 Cor. 16:20); Peter 
also says: “Greet one another with a 
kiss of love” (1 Peter 5:14).

Catechetical Lectures, XXIII, 3 
Reading IV: Cyril of Jerusalem  

(c.315-386)
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead  arr. Bill Wolaver

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Just as the heavens burst forth in praise to God...

We celebrate God’s abundant and powerful love.

Day by day, and night by night...

God watches over us, loving and healing us.

Come, celebrate with joy the love of God.

Open our hearts and spirits, Lord, and teach us your ways. Amen.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. Lord, we have come this day to hear your words of healing 
love and hope. Enter our hearts and our spirits and teach us to follow 
you. Give us courage and strength to be your faithful disciples. In the 
name of Christ we pray. Amen.

*Opening Hymn # 413, All Who Love and  Serve Your City

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Let us pray. We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 
We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely 
given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward 
rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a 
church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is 
just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness
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*Song of Praise Gloria

*Passing the Peace

Children’s Time Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens-- wakens my 
ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and 
I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who 
struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide 
my face from insult and spitting. 

The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have 
set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who 
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps 
me; who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 116:1-9

I love the Lord, who has heard my voice
and listened to my supplication,

for the Lord has given ear to me
whenever I called.

The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.

Then I called upon the name of the Lord:
“O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”

Gracious is the Lord and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.

The Lord watches over the innocent;
I was brought low, and God saved me.

Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the Lord has dealt well with you.

For you have rescued my life from death, 
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

I will walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living.

Scripture James 3:1-12

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us 
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the 
mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look 
at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet 
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 
So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The 
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the 
whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For 
every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and 
has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue--a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
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With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made 
in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 
brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from 
the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers 
and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield 
fresh.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem A Gospel Hymn Ring Arr. Tammy Waldrop

*Gospel Mark 8:27-38

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and 
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they 
answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one 
of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell 
anyone about him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what 
will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what 
can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn #393, Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Peal Con Brio by Karen Thompson

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #538, Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing

*Benediction

*Postlude  The Solid Rock arr. Bill Wolaver

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
 William Wandrey

Given by:  The Wandrey family
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Serving Today
Head Usher 
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers 
Josh Dyer 
Dixie Duckett

North Door Greeters: 
Audra Bailey 
Kathy Harris

Lector 
Carol Freeman

Liturgist 
Mary Newcomb

Sound Tech 
Jeff Newcomb

Bus Driver
Mike Bealer

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson 
Director of Family Ministry 
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Finance Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar


