
August 26th, 2018

Fourteenth sundAy AFter Pentecost

First congregAtionAl ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please silence cell phones upon entering the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship 
and are always welcome. Worship Activity 
Bags for children are located at the back 
of the church: teal bags for 2-5 years, navy 
blue for 6-10 years. We offer childcare in 
our professionally staffed nursery  in our 
downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old. 

Sunday School
On Summer Break

Sunday Brunch
On Summer Break 

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of 
your attendance.

Cover Art 
Psalm 84 Stained Glass:  
The Willet Studios, Philadelphia, PA (1962)

Welcome
Harry Amos Ward

The image on the cover of the bulletin is 
a window in the entry way/narthex of 
the sanctuary with words from Psalm 84 
“I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of God, ...”  In 1962 it was placed 
there in memory of Harry A. Ward, who 
was a long time fixture as the head usher 
and door opener on Sundays.

Many people this week have told me that 
they remember Mr. Ward.  He was fairly 
short, rotund and he was there every 
week.  He was “loyal and steadfast,” said 
one informant.  

Harry and his wife Marguerite, along 
with their four-year old daughter, 
Rosemary, moved to Moline from 
Cleveland, Ohio in 1920.  I have gleaned:  
He worked for the Velie Motor Company 
and then the Mono Air Coupe Company.  
He had been born in Iowa in 1880.  He 
and Marguerite were married on June 
30, 1904, in Quincy, Illinois, where she 
had grown up.  

I am sure than more information will 
come my way as I keep listening.

Our church life is enriched and textured 
by the gifts of time and talent by saints 
like Harry Ward.  How cool is it to be 
remembered in a stain glass window?

- Rev. Michael Swartz
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart  

Arr. Phillip Keveren

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Happy are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise.

Happy are those whose strength is in you, O God.

They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob!

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
than live in the tents of wickedness.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. Grant, O merciful God, that your church, being gathered 
together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power 
among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Sovereign, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for 
ever and ever.  Amen.

*Opening Hymn #417, Christ is Made the Sure Foundation
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*Call To Reconciliation

*Prayer of Confession

First of all, Everlasting God,
we must confess how we have not lived as your people.
We serve many masters—work, wealth, power, addictions—
yet find no hope in them.
We hear the cries of the poor,
and shut the doors of our hearts to them.
We ridicule those who expose their hopes and dreams to us.
Forgive us, Compassion’s Heart,
and heal us of our brokenness.
Make us well, so that by our healing,
we might be the hope and love others need in their lives,
even as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,
brought these gifts to us,
calling us to be faithful with the grace, peace, and joy 
entrusted to us.

Silence is kept

*Assurance of Pardon

Now that we have let go of the pain, the bitterness, the anger of our lives, 
let us be kind, tender-hearted, and gentle towards each other, forgiving as 
God has forgiven us.

We are God’s beloved children, and will model God’s grace and 
love in our hearts. Thanks be to God! We are forgiven! Amen.
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*Song of Praise Gloria

*Passing the Peace

Children’s Time Audra Bailey

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30, 41-43

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, 
the leaders of the ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in 
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of 
David, which is Zion.

Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, 
in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the 
wings of the cherubim.

And when the priests came out of the holy place, a cloud filled the house 
of the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the 
cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.
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Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the 
assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven. He said, “O LORD, 
God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, 
keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you 
with all their heart, the covenant that you kept for your servant my father 
David as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have this 
day fulfilled with your hand. Therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your 
servant my father David that which you promised him, saying, ‘There shall 
never fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your 
children look to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.’ 
Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you promised 
to your servant my father David. 

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest 
heaven cannot contain you, much less this house that I have built! Regard 
your servant’s prayer and his plea, O LORD my God, heeding the cry and 
the prayer that your servant prays to you today; that your eyes may be open 
night and day toward this house, the place of which you said, ‘My name shall 
be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays toward this 
place. Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray 
toward this place; O hear in heaven your dwelling place; heed and forgive.

“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a 
distant land because of your name --for they shall hear of your great name, 
your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm--when a foreigner comes and 
prays toward this house, then hear in heaven your dwelling place, and do 
according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all the peoples of the 
earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and so 
that they may know that your name has been invoked on this house that I 
have built.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 84

How lovely is your dwelling place

O Lord of hosts!

My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young, 

at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

Happy are those who live in your house, 

ever singing your praise. 

Happy are those whose strength is in you, 

in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

As they go through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs;

the early rain also covers it with pools.

They go from strength to strength; 

the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; 

give ear, O God of Jacob! 

Behold our shield, O God; 

look on the face of your anointed.

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live 
in the tents of wickedness.

For the LORD God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor. 

No good thing does the LORD withhold 
from those who walk uprightly.

O Lord of hosts,

happy is everyone who trusts in you.
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Scripture Ephesians 6:10-20

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the 
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of 
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able 
to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 
Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on 
the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will 
make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the 
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows 
of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end 
keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also 
for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known 
with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music Sarabande from Cello Suite No. 3  
(J.S. Bach)
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*Gospel John 6:56-69

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 
Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so 
whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down 
from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the 
one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things while he was 
teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; 
who can accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were 
complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? Then what if 
you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the 
spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.” 
For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and 
who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason 
I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the 
Father.” 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about 
with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon 
Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One 
of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn   How Lovely is Your Dwelling Place  
(On The Next Page) 
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Prelude No. 1 (Heitor Villa-Lobos)

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #361, How Firm a Foundation

*Benediction

*Postlude Soon and Very Soon arr. Bill Wolaver

The altar flowers are given 
To the glory of God and in memory of our loved ones

Given by:  Ray and Sheila Nelson
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers 
Tom Woodburn 
Josh Dyer 
Pam Wendt 
Kim Fuller

North Door Greeters: 
Mike & Vicky Bealer

Lector/Liturgist 
Linda Shearer

Sound Tech 
Jeff Newcomb

Bus Driver
Pat Oberg

Special Music 
Randy Pobanz 
Classical Guitar

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson 
Director of Family Ministry 
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Finance Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar


