
August 12th, 2018

twelfth sundAy After Pentecost

first congregAtionAl ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please silence cell phones upon entering the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship 
and are always welcome. Worship Activity 
Bags for children are located at the back 
of the church: teal bags for 2-5 years, navy 
blue for 6-10 years. We offer childcare in 
our professionally staffed nursery  in our 
downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old. 

Sunday School
On Summer Break

Sunday Brunch
On Summer Break 

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of 
your attendance.

Cover Art 
David Weeps for Absalom 
Chagall, Marc (1887-1985)

Welcome
Love Does That

All day long a little burro labors, 
sometimes / with heavy loads on her 
back and sometimes just with worries 
about things that bother only / burros

And worries, as we know, can be more 
exhausting / than physical labor.

Once in a while a kind monk comes 
to her stable and brings 

a pear, but more 
than that,

he looks into the burro’s eyes and 
touches her ears

and for a few seconds the burro is free 
and even seems to laugh,

because love does 
that.

Love frees.

The Hope of Loving

What keeps us alive, what allows us to 
endure? / I think it is the hope of loving, 

or being loved.

I heard a fable once about the sun going 
on a journey / to find its source, and how 

the moon wept / without her lover’s / 
warm gaze.

We weep when light does not reach our 
hearts. We wither / like fields if someone 

close / does not rain their / kindness / 
upon / us.

Meister Eckhart (1260-1328)
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude Pure Imagination Arr. Moss

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Healing God, we come together in our brokenness,

to call to you in your mercy, to make us whole again.

Wholeness–giving God, listen to our prayers, we pray.

Restoring God, we gather to worship you, even as

we hopefully seek to be renewed and restored again.

God, our Quiet-Center, listen to our prayers this day.

Foundational God, we come to praise and thank you!

In the depths of your Holy Being we find peace and rest.

God – our Beginning and our End, we hope always in you. Amen.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. O Bread of heaven, come down and fill us with your Spirit—
for your Spirit satisfies like no other. We hunger and thirst for you this 
morning and long to be nurtured in your love and forgiveness. So we 
come to this sacred time and place, where our hungers are finally and 
fully satisfied as only your bread can do. We will wait and listen for your 
leading in this hour. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #170 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want
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*Call To Reconciliation

*Prayer of Confession

First of all, Everlasting God,
we must confess how we have not lived as your people.
We serve many masters—work, wealth, power, addictions—
yet find no hope in them.
We hear the cries of the poor,
and shut the doors of our hearts to them.
We ridicule those who expose their hopes and dreams to us.

Forgive us, Compassion’s Heart,
and heal us of our brokenness.
Make us well, so that by our healing,
we might be the hope and love others need in their lives,
even as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,
brought these gifts to us,
calling us to be faithful with the grace, peace, and joy 
entrusted to us.

Silence is kept
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*Assurance of Pardon

Now that we have let go of the pain, the bitterness, the anger of our lives, 
let us be kind, tender-hearted, and gentle towards each other, forgiving as 
God has forgiven us.

We are God’s beloved children, and will model God’s grace and 
love in our hearts. Thanks be to God! We are forgiven! Amen.

*Song of Praise Gloria

*Passing the Peace

Children’s Time Tami Marshall

Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33

The king ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake 
with the young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave 
orders to all the commanders concerning Absalom.

So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought 
in the forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the 
servants of David, and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty 
thousand men. The battle spread over the face of all the country; and the 
forest claimed more victims that day than the sword.

Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his 
mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His head 
caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, 
while the mule that was under him went on.

And ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck 
him, and killed him.

Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the 
king! For the LORD has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the 
power of all who rose up against you.” The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well 
with the young man Absalom?” The Cushite answered, “May the enemies 
of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do you harm, be like that young 
man.”

The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and 
wept; and as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! 
Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 130

Out of the depths

I cry to you, O Lord;

O Lord, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication

If you were to keep watch over sins,

O Lord, who could stand?

Yet with you is forgiveness,

in order that you may be feared.

I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits;

in your word is my hope.

My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,

more than those who keep watch for the morning.

O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; 

with the Lord there is plenteous redemption.

For the Lord shall redeem Israel

from all their sins.
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Scripture Ephesians 4:25-5:2

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our 
neighbors, for we are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do 
not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the devil. 
Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with 
their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. Let no 
evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, 
as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And 
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a 
seal for the day of redemption.

Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and 
slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be 
imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel John 6:35, 41-51

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread 
that came down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son 
of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have 
come down from heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among 
yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; 
and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, 
‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned 
from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the 
one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever 
believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna 
in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes down from 
heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread 
that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn   #404 Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Improvisation on Eventide

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #543 Abide With Me

*Benediction

*Postlude He Keeps Me Singing Arr. Bill Wolaver

The altar flowers are given 
To the glory of God and in honor of  

My 5 grandchildren

Given by:  Carol Dyer
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers 
Tami & Christian Marshall 
Cliff Carlson 
Dennis & Peggy Rucker

North Door Greeters: 
Kathy Harris

Lector/Liturgist 
Michael Dyer

Sound Tech 
Brian Williams

Bus Driver
Pat Oberg

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson 
Director of Family Ministry 
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Finance Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar


