
July 8th, 2018

Seventh Sunday after PentecoSt

firSt congregational ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please silence cell phones upon entering the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church:  
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years.  
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed 
nursery  in our downstairs nursery for children 
ages infancy through 6 years old. 

Sunday School
On Summer Break

Sunday Brunch
On Summer Break

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of your 
attendance.

Covert Art 
Jesus with Disciples 
Oliver Ferdinand, 1875-1841

Welcome
I live my life

I live my life in growing orbits
which move out over the things of the world.
Perhaps I can never achieve the last,
but that will be my attempt.

I am circling around God,
     around the ancient tower,
and I have been circling a thousand years,
and I still don’t know if I am a falcon,
     or a storm,
or a great song.

From a book for the Hours of Prayer 
Das Stundenbuch 

Rainer Maria Rilke (1899-1903)

The Wind Will Show Its Kindness

A man
born blind can easily
deny the magnificence of a vast landscape.

He can easily deny all the wonders that he
     cannot touch,
smell, taste, or hear.

But one day the wind will show its kindness
and remove the tiny patches that
cover your eyes,

and you will see God more clearly
than you have ever seen
yourself.

Meister Eckhart
(1260-1328)
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude God Will Make A Way arr. Moss

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Come! Listen to the word of the Lord!

Help us to receive God’s word and direction for our lives.

Proclaim the goodness of God’s love!

Let our voices and our actions be filled with love.

Come, now is the time to worship.

Open our eyes, our hearts and our spirits this day, Lord. Amen.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. Lord of mystery and community, you have called us here 
to remind us of the mission journey you set before us. Help us to pay 
attention to the words of Jesus as he sent out his disciples on a mission 
of healing and compassion. Remind us that success is not measured in 
the cures, but in the striving. Enable us to truly be your disciples in 
this world. In Christ’s Name, we pray. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #356, Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

*Call To Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Let us pray, Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have 
our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. 
Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and 
empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our 
strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Declaration of Forgiveness
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*Song of Praise Gloria

*Passing the Peace

Children’s Time Wes Llewellyn

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10

Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Look, we are 
your bone and flesh. For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you 
who led out Israel and brought it in. The LORD said to you: It is you who shall 
be shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel.” So all the 
elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King David made a covenant 
with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David king over 
Israel. David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty 
years. At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and 
at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years. David 
occupied the stronghold, and named it the city of David. David built the city 
all around from the Millo inward. And David became greater and greater, for 
the LORD, the God of hosts, was with him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 48

Great is the Lord and highly to be praised,
in the city of our God, on the Lord’s holy mountain.

Beautiful and lofty, the joy of all the earth, is Mount Zion,
the summit of the north and city of the great king

God is in the citadels of Jerusalem;
revealed to be the sure refuge of the city.

Behold, the kings assembled
and marched forward together.

As they looked, they were astounded;
dismayed, they fled in terror.

Trembling seized them there;
they writhed like a woman in childbirth;

with an east wind you shattered them
like the ships of Tarshish.

As we have heard, so have we seen, in the city of the Lord of hosts,
in the city of our God --

may God establish it forever!
In the midst of your temple, O God,

we meditate on you steadfast love.
Your praise, like your name, O God, reaches to the ends of the earth;

your right hand is full of righteousness.
Let Mount Zion be glad and the towns of Judah rejoice,

because of your judgements.
Make the circuit of Zion; walk around about it;

count the number of the city’s towers.
Consider well its ramparts; examine its strongholds;

that you may tell those who come after.
Mark this -- God is our God forever and ever,

guiding us even to the end.

Scripture 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven--whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 
And I know that such a person--whether in the body or out of the body I do 
not know; God knows-- was caught up into Paradise and heard things that 
are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 
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On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, 
except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I 
will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think 
better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering 
the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from 
being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan 
to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I appealed to 
the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast 
all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, 
then I am strong.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Mark 6:1-13

He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 
On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard 
him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this 
wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by 
his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James 
and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And 
they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without 
honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own 
house.” And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands 
on a few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief. 
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and 
began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean 
spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no 
bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on 
two tunics. He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until 
you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear 
you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against 
them.” So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out 
many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn   #435, We All Are One in Mission

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Improvisation on ‘Amazing Grace’

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #280 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

*Benediction

*Postlude Will the Circle Be Unbroken arr. Moss

The Altar Flowers are given
to the glory of God and in loving memory of 

Myrtle and Ken Capouch
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Cliff Carlson

Ushers
Mary Curry
Dieter Härle
Kerry Johnson
Noah Johnson
Kathy Harris

Lector/Liturgist 
Linda Shearer

North Door Greeters 
Wes & Susi Llewellyn

Sound Tech
Brian Williams

Bus Driver
Dieter Härle

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson 
Director of Family Ministry 
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Finance Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar


