
June 17th, 2018

Fourth Sunday aFter PentecoSt

FirSt congregational ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please silence cell phones upon entering the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  
in our downstairs nursery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old. 

Sunday School
On Summer Break

Sunday Brunch
On Summer Break

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of your 
attendance.

Covert Art 
Harvesting 
Breu, Jorg, approximately 1480-1537

Welcome
Why is God landing in this enemy-occupied 
world in disguise and starting a sort of secret 
society to undermine the devil? Why is He not 
landing in force, invading it? Is it that He is not 
strong enough? Well, Christians think He is 
going to land in force: we do not know when. 
But we can guess why He is delaying. He wants 
to give us the chance of joining His side freely. 
I do not suppose you and I would have thought 
much of a Frenchman who waited till the 
Allies were marching into Germany and then 
announced he was on our side. God will invade. 
But I wonder whether people who ask God 
to interfere openly and directly in our world 
quite realize what it will be like when He does. 
When that happens, it is the end of the world. 
When the author walks on to the stage the play 
is over. God is going to invade, all right: but 
what is the good of saying you are on His side 
then, when you see the whole natural universe 
melting away like a dream and something 
else--something it never entered your head 
to conceive--comes crashing in; something 
so beautiful to some of us and so terrible to 
others that none of us will have any choice left? 
For this time it will be God without disguise; 
something so overwhelming that it will strike 
either irresistible love or irresistible horror 
into every creature. It will be the time when 
we discover which side we really have chosen, 
wether we realized it before or not. Now, today, 
this moment is our chance to choose the right 
side. God is holding back to give us that chance. 
It will not last for ever. We must take it or leave.

Mere Christianity 
C.S. Lewis (1898-1963)
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude Op. 114, Presto 

Felix Mendelssohn

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

God interrupted Samuel with an unexpected call in the night.

“Here I am, Lord. Send me!” answered Samuel

Are all your sons here? Samuel asked Jesse,

“There remains yet one, but he is keeping the sheep.”

So they sent for David, ruddy, beautiful-eyed, and handsome. 

And the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”

Open our hearts to your call, O God, and let our lives 

and worship anoint your beautiful children. Amen.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. Lord, we come this day, having seen the miracles of 
everyday creation in our world. We have enjoyed both the bright 
sunshine and the gentle rains. We have marveled over the beauty of 
flowers and the complexity of your creation. Make our hearts ready to 
receive your word for us, that we may go forth from this place ready to 
joyfully serve you all of our days. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #473 For the Beauty of the Earth
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*Call To Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being. 
Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us 
all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty 
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our 
strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Declaration of Forgiveness

*Song of Praise Gloria

*Passing the Peace

Children’s Time Becca Peterson

Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  1 Samuel 15:34-16:13

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 
Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved 
over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel.

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among 
his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 
the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; 
and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what 
the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; 
I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me 
to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 
is now before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the 
LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse 
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your 
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 
down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint 
him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him 
in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 20

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble.

The name of the God of Jacob defend you;

Send you help from the sanctuary

and strengthen you out of Zion.

May the Lord remember all your offerings

and accept your burnt sacrifice;

grant your heart’s desire

and prosper all your plans.

We will shout for joy at your victory,  
and unfurl our banners in the name of our God;

may the Lord grant all your requests.

Now I know that the Lord gives victory to the anointed one;

God will answer out of holy heaven, 
gaining victory with a strong right hand.

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses

but we rely on the name of the Lord our God.

They collapse and fall down,

but we shall rise and stand upright.

O Lord, give victory to the king,

and answer us when we call.
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Scripture 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home 
in the body we are away from the Lord --for we walk by faith, not by sight. 
Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and 
at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our 
aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 
body, whether good or evil. 

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has 
died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who 
live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was 
raised for them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; 
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know 
him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Mark 4:26-34

He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout 
and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, 
then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at 
once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon 
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown 
it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able 
to hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 
everything in private to his disciples.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn   #435 We All Are One in Mission
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Op. 114 Andante 
Felix Mendelssohn

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #399 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

*Benediction

*Postlude Op. 114, Allegretto grazioso 
Felix Mendelssohn

To the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Mike Wendt

Given by:  Pam and Cissy Wendt
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers
Charles & Mary Curry
Kim Fuller
Shirley Morton
Cliff Carlson

North Door Greeters 
Don & Linda Shearer

Lector 
Patti Ensey

Liturgst 
Tom Woodburn

Musicians
Audra Bailey, piano 
Carl Collins, clarinet 
Abby Jecks , bassoon

Sound Tech
Brian Williams

First Congregational Church Staff

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon 
Senior Pastor 
craig@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz 
Associate Pastor 
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Interim Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson 
Director of Family Ministry 
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones 
Nursery Coordinator 
nursery@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing 
Office Assistant 
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of 
Marketing & Communications 
amber@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Finance Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn 
Fellowship Coordinator 
wes@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Custodians 
Mike DeToye 
Ron Mahar


