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Sixth Sunday of EaStEr

firSt CongrEgational uCC
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please silence cell phones upon entering the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship 
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags 
for children are located at the back of the church: 
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. 
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed 
nursery  in our downstairs nursery for children 
ages infancy through 6 years old. 

Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday 
School in the Christian Education wing located on 
the lower level. Preschool through adult Sunday 
morning learning is offered at 9am.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the 
Son Cafe. Today’s menu: Scrambled eggs with 
diced ham and hash browns, fruit, & toaster items.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Cover Art 
Holy Spirit as Breath 
Codex Egberti, Fol 103, from the monastery of 
Reichenau, 980-993

Welcome
Join, then, all of you, join in our Master’s 
rejoicing. You who were the first to come,  
you who came after, come and collect now your 
wages. The rich and the poor, sing and dance 
together. You that are hard on yourselves, you 
that are easy, honor this day. You that have 
fasted and you that have not, make merry 
today. 

The meal is ready: Come and enjoy it. 
The calf is a fat one: you will not go hungry 
away. There’s kindness for all to partake of and 
kindness to spare.

Away with pleading of poverty: 
the kingdom belongs to us all. 
Away with bewailing of failings: 
forgiveness has come from the grave. 
Away with your fears of dying: 
the death of our Savior has freed us from fear. 
Death played the master:  
he has mastered death. 

Anonymous paschal homily 
Fourth Century

Bearing life and more fruitful than paradise, 
brighter than any royal chamber; thy tomb,  
O Christ, is the foundation of our resurrection.

Troparion Orthodox liturgy

I’ve just come from the fountain, 
I’ve just come from the fountain, 
I’ve just come from the fountain, 
His name’s so sweet!

Been drinking from the fountain, 
Been drinking from the fountain, 
Been drinking from the fountain, 
His name’s so sweet!

Afro-American spiritual
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude Soon and Very Soon, arr. Bill Wolaver

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Beloved, we are called to love one another, because love is from God.

God’s love is poured in us from our birth.

We are called to extend the love of God to all people.

God’s love is taught to us through 
the witness of God’s faithful people.

We are called to proclaim God’s love in all that we say and do.

In all creation, in all our relationships, 
may God’s love be made known. Amen. 

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys 
beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, 
loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which 
exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #313, Come Down, O Love Divine
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Affirmation of Baptism
Invitation

We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord by affirming our baptism into Christ.

Profession of Faith

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the Church Universal.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended to heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.



•  5  •

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your 
own by water and the word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, 
enlightened us with the gifts of your spirit, and nourished us in the 
community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

*Song of Praise  Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Children’s Time

Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Acts 10:44-48

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 
for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98

Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

O Lord, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

Sing to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the Lord.

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.

Let the rivers clap their hands
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
who comes to judge the earth.

the Lord will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
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Scripture 1 John 5:1-6

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments.  For the 
love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this 
is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the 
world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one 
who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit 
is the truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music Welcome Table, arr. Mark Hayes

Gospel John 15:9-17

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This 
is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed 
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that 
you may love one another.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn #440, In Christ There Is No East or West 

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory Adante, Anton Bruckner

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation

Communion Prayer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine

Sharing the Elements

The bread is eaten when served; the wine is held to be taken together.
Grape juice is clear; wine is red. 

*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray, We affirm the goodness of life and the openness of the 
future because our God is a God of life and love.  As God comes to us 
in this act of communion with one another, let us go out to others in 
Jesus’ name.  May our every prayer be an action that brings healing, 
reconciliation and hope to a broken and hurting world.  Amen
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #371 Lift High the Cross

*Choral Blessing

*Benediction

*Postlude  Rock of Ages, Arr. Mark Hayes

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Robert and Kathryn Marsell Hemmingson 

Given by: Janet Hemmingson and the Hemmingson children, 
Amy Harvey, Sara Holst, John, Paul and their families
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers
Dieter Härle
Harold Duckett
Brenda Duckett
Tom Woodburn
Dennis Rucker
Charles Curry
Mary Curry

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Amber Moore, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector/Liturgist 
Katy Härle

Sound Tech
Jeff Newcomb

North Door Greeters
Bill Keller
Mary Cox

Communion Prep
Harold Duckett
Brenda Duckett


