
May 13th, 2018

ascension sunday

First congregational ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please silence cell phones upon entering the 
sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship 
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags 
for children are located at the back of the church: 
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. 
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed 
nursery  in our downstairs nursery for children 
ages infancy through 6 years old. 

Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday 
School in the Christian Education wing located 
on the lower level. Preschool through adult 
Sunday morning learning is offered at 9am.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in 
the Son Cafe. Today’s menu: Quiche; spinach, 
mandarin orange, walnut, red onion salad with 
raspberry vinaigrette dressing; angel food, 
blueberries and lemon custard; toaster items.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Welcome
On praying with open, outstretched: On 
one occasion I gained new insight into this 
ancient gesture, when I read somewhere 
that the Assyrians had a word for prayer 
which meant “to open the fist.” The fist, and 
especially a fist raised threateningly, is the 
sign of a high-handed even violent person. 
People grasp things in closed hands when 
they are unwilling to let go of them; they 
use clenched fists to assault and hurt and, 
even worse, to beat others down so that they 
cannot get up.

Those who pray, however, are saying 
before God that they are renouncing all 
highhandedness, all pride in their own 
sufficiency, all violence. They open their fists. 
They hold up their empty hands to God: “I 
have nothing that I have not received from 
you, nothing that you have not placed in 
my empty hands. Therefore I do not keep a 
frantic hold on anything you have given me; 
therefore, too, I desire not to strike and hurt 
but only to give and to spread happiness and 
joy. For I myself am dependent on him who 
fills my empty hands with his gifts.

Balthasar Fischer
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude 

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Clap your hands and shout to God with loud songs of joy.

Sing praises to God, who fills the world

with forgiveness and grace.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, 
and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your 
Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy 
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

*Opening Hymn #104, Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!
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Affirmation of Baptism
Invitation

Profession of Faith

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 
faith of the Church Universal.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended to heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.
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Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your 
own by water and the word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, 
enlightened us with the gifts of your spirit, and nourished us in the 
community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

*Song of Praise  Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Children’s Time

Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, “Friends, the 
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus -- for he 
was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” So one 
of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day 
when he was taken up from us--one of these must become a witness with 
us to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who 
was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, “Lord, 
you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 
to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 1

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
Nor lingered in the way of sinners,  
Nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
And they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.

They are like trees planted by streams of water,
Bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither

Everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked;

They are like chaff which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,

Nor the sinner in the council of the righteous,
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous

But the way of the wicked will perish.

Scripture 1 John 5:9-13

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is 
the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in 
the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe 
in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has 
given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not 
have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe 
in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal 
life.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem We Are Called, Becki Stagle Mayo
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Gospel John 17:6-19

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they 
know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that 
I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, 
I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not 
one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might 
be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so 
that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your 
word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just 
as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, 
but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, 
just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 
As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for 
their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn #310, Jesus the Very Thought of Thee 
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory 

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #155 Rejoice the Lord is King

*Choral Blessing

*Benediction

*Postlude  

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. Julius Staack and Marian Staack 

Given by:  John Staack
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers
Kathy Harris
Kim Fuller
Dixie Duckett
Ann Millman
Pam Wendt

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Amber Moore, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector/Liturgist 
Michael Dyer

Sound Tech
Bill Henning

North Door Greeters
Ron Smith
Carole Smith


