
April 8, 2018

Second SundAy of eASter

firSt congregAtionAl ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please silence cell phones upon entering the 
sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship 
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags 
for children are located at the back of the church: 
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. 
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed 
nursery  in our downstairs nusery for children 
ages infancy through 6 years old. 

Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday 
School in the Christian Education wing located 
on the lower level. Preschool through adult 
Sunday morning learning is offered at 9am.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the 
Son Cafe. Today’s menu: BBQ sliders, tater tots, 
veggie tray, cookies/brownies, toaster items

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Cover Art 
The Incredulity of Thomas 
Duccio, di Bouninsegna, d. 1319

Welcome
“I have heard of Texas pioneers living without 
bread or anything made from the cereals for 
months without suffering, using the breast-
meat of wild turkeys for bread. Of this kind, 
they had plenty in the good old days when 
life, though considered less safe, was fussed 
over the less.” 

John Muir
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

Christ is risen indeed; Alleluia!

How very good and pleasant it is 

When kindred live together in unity!

Christ is Risen!

Praise God!

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. Almighty God, we have celebrated with joy the festival of Jesus’ 
resurrection.  Graciously help us to show the power of the resurrection in all 
that we say and do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our risen Savior, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #115, Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain

*Call to Confession

Let us confess our unfaithfulness and the limits of our trust.

*Prayer of Confession

Loving God, we fear, we doubt, we do not trust you; we do not love our 
neighbors as ourselves; we sin against you in thought, word and deed.  We 
pray for your mercy, forgiveness and grace. We hope in the gift of your Spirit 
and we rejoice in the resurrection promise of Jesus Christ, our living Savior.  
Amen. 
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*Words of Assurance

The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our sins, 
time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

*Song of Praise  Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Children’s Time

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Acts 4:32-35

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, 
and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything 
they owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 133

How very good and pleasant it is 
when kindred live together in unity!

It is like the fine oil upon the head,  
running down upon the beard,

upon the beard of Aaron,
flowing down upon the collar of his robes

It is like the dew of Hermon,  
flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 

For there the Lord 
has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

Scripture 1 John 1:1-2:2

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life--this life was revealed, and we have seen it and 
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and 
was revealed to us--we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you 
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may 
be complete. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 
what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 
all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I am writing 
these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Special Music “I Know that my Redeemer Liveth” 
Handel’s Messiah

Gospel John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas 
(who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later 
his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that 
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pr. Michael Swartz

*Hymn #421, The Church of Christ In Every Age
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #117 O Sons And Daughters Let Us Sing!

*Benediction

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

*Postlude  

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Clifford Scheuerman
Given by:  Mary and Don Kennedy and family
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Serving Today
Ushers
Shirley Morton
Dixie Duckett
Becca Peterson
Abe Peterson

North Door Greeters
Charles Curry
Mary Curry

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Amber Moore, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector
Patti Ensey

Liturgist
Michael Dyer

Sound Tech
Bill Henning


