
April 29, 2018

FiFth SundAy oF EAStEr

FirSt CongrEgAtionAl uCC
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please silence cell phones upon entering the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship 
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags 
for children are located at the back of the church: 
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. 
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed 
nursery  in our downstairs nursery for children 
ages infancy through 6 years old. 

Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday 
School in the Christian Education wing located on 
the lower level. Preschool through adult Sunday 
morning learning is offered at 9am.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the 
Son Cafe. Today’s menu: Scalloped potatoes with 
ham, fruit, cherry and apple cobbler, toaster items.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming 
We are an ONA church, please visit  
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Welcome
Baptism and acceptance into the Christian 
community, the church, takes place in Acts 
immediately after someone comes to profess 
Christ and it is usually followed by receiving 
the Holy Spirit.  In contrast to initiation into 
the Jewish community it is relatively quick 
and simple.  An interesting situation takes 
place in regard to gentiles in Cornelius’s 
house; they receive the Holy Spirit as a sign of 
God’s acceptance of gentile converts, but have 
not yet been baptized.  

Peter asks, “Can anyone withhold the water 
for baptizing these people who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” (Acts 10:44-
48)

Acts Baptism
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude What a Friend We Have in Jesus  

arr. Mark Hayes

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!

Christ is Risen indeed; Alleluia!

We love because God first loved us.

Since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

Christ is Risen indeed; Alleluia!

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: 
Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, 
the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the 
way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Risen 
Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #110, Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands
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Affirmation of Baptism
Invitation

We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord by affirming our baptism into Christ.

Profession of Faith

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the Church Universal.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended to heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.
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Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your 
own by water and the word in baptism. You have called us to your-
self, enlightened us with the gifts of your spirit, and nourished us 
in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the 
gifts and promises of baptism. We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen.

*Song of Praise  Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Children’s Time

Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Acts 8:26-40

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 
So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of 
the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, 
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 

Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip 
ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.

Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep 
he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he 
does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch 
asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 

As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 
went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out 
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 
no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, 
and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all 
the towns until he came to Caesarea.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



•  7  •

Psalm 22:25-31

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied.
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! 
May your hearts live forever!

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.

For dominion belongs to the Lord,
who rules over the nations.

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead,
shall kneel before the Lord.

Their descendants shall serve the Lord,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn
saying to them “The Lord has acted!”

Scripture 1 John 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 
his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, 
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No 
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has 
sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 

(continued on next page)
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So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and 
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has 
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. 

Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love 
God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: 
those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music Canon in D 
Pachelbel,  arr. Noel Goemanne

Gospel John 15:1-8

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pr. Michael Swartz
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*Hymn #475, God’s Eye Is On The Sparrow 
(On page 10 & 11)

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory Improvisation on  ‘The Water is Wide’ - Moss

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending #492 Baptized in Water

*Choral Blessing

*Benediction

*Postlude  This Little Light of Mine - arr. by Mark Hayes

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Jessica Riley Warpehoski 

Given by: Mike and Deanna Warpehoski and family
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers
Dennis Rucker
Peggy Rucker
Josh Dyer
Cliff Carlson
Bill Keller

North Door Greeters
Mary Cox
Bruce Wood

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Amber Moore, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector 
Mary Newcomb

Liturgist 
Linda Shearer

Sound Tech
Brian Williams


