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During the season of Lent, the congregation embarked on a journey to prayerfully discern 
whether to become an Open and Affirming (ONA) church.  ONA is an official covenant of 
welcome to people who have come to expect that “All are welcome” does not include them--
people whose sexual orientation or gender identity sets them apart.   
 
We began our three week journey on February 25th with a presentation about ONA and the 
UCC.  At the 1985 National meeting of our General Synod, an ONA resolution was adopted.  
While the National UCC speaks to local congregations, it does not speak for them. The 
resolution encouraged congregations and other ministry settings to adopt ONA covenants 
through their own processes of discernment. 
 
Then, on Sunday, March 4th, Dr. Eric Stewart, Associate Professor of Religion at Augustana 
specializing in New Testament Studies, offered a presentation on what scripture has to say 
about sexual orientation.  In a wide-ranging exploration of scripture, history, and culture, Dr. 
Stewart said that marriage for love and mutual relationships between two free, consenting 
adults became the “norm” at the beginning of the 19th Century.  Marriage and human 
relationships we find in scripture do not follow this norm.   
 
On Sunday, March 11th, we hosted a panel of guests, who shared their experiences as LGBT 
Christians.  
 

• Perry Mears, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Bettendorf 
• Mary Ann Caruso, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Davenport 
• Clyde Lipp, The Project of the Quad Cities, Moline 

 
The common theme shared by our guests was their need to live with integrity as God created 
them.  Perry Mears and Mary Ann Caruso described the debilitating consequences of living a 
false life. Clyde Lipp provided statics about the devastating effect on young people who are 
harassed at school and rejected at home.  All of our guests talked with great affection about the 
congregations and people who welcomed them and celebrated their God given differences.  
 
There is a lot more to learn and to discuss. Approving an Open and Affirming Covenant is the 
first step in a journey we will walk together, promising to hold one another with care, gentleness 
and openness, learning along the way.  We walk together by faith regardless of the creeds we 
confess, beliefs we hold, or opinions we express.   
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pr. Craig 
 


