
March 18th, 2018

FiFth Sunday in Lent

FirSt congregationaL ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship 
and are always welcome. Worship Activity 
Bags for children are located at the back 
of the church: teal bags for 2-5 years, navy 
blue for 6-10 years. We offer childcare in 
our professionally staffed nursery  in our 
downstairs nusery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday 
School in the Christian Education wing 
located on the lower level. Preschool through 
adult Sunday morning learning is offered at 
9am.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in 
the Son Cafe after worship. Today’s menu: 
Breakfast pizza and fruit.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of  
your attendance.

Cover Art 
Mosaic from Lullingstone Villa

Welcome
It helps now and then to step back and take a 
long view. The Kingdom is not only beyond our 
efforts, it is beyond our vision.

We accomplish in our lifetime only a fraction 
of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s 
work. Nothing we do is complete, which 
is another way of saying that the kingdom 
always lies beyond us. No statement says all 
that could be said. No prayer fully expresses 
our faith. No confession brings perfection, no 
pastoral visit brings wholeness. No program 
accomplishes the Church’s mission. No set of 
goals and objectives include everything. 

This is what we are about. We plant the seeds 
that one day will grow. We water the seeds 
already planted knowing that they hold future 
promise. We lay foundations that will need 
further development. We provide yeast that 
produces effects far beyond our capabilities. 

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense 
of liberation in realizing this. This enables us 
to do something, and to do it very well. It may 
be incomplete, but it is a beginning,a step 
along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s 
grace to enter and do the rest. We may never 
see the end results, but that is the difference 
between the master builder and the worker.

We are workers, not master builders, 
ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets of a 
future not our own.

In Memory of Oscar Romero 
A Future Not Our Own
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude  
 
Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

“The day is coming,” says our God.

“When I will put my laws within their hearts;”

“And I will be their God,”

“And they shall be my people,”

“I will forgive their iniquity,”

“And I will remember their sin no more.”

*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly 
wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you 
command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied 
changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys 
are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Saviour, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

*Opening Hymn #371 Lift High the Cross

Call to Confession

God of heaven and earth, you come in close and make us yours. Equip us by your 
Spirit to confess our sin, embrace us by your Spirit to confess our sin, embrace us in 
your forgiveness, and seek the way you set before us in your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.
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Prayer of Confession

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.
Merciful God, forgive us.
Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free. 
We have spoken when we should have kept quiet.
Silence
We were silent when we should have said something.
Silence
We acted when we knew better.
Silence
We were still when we should have moved.
Silence
For the wrong we have done, for the good we failed to do,
have mercy on us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness
Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. Almighty God 
have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

*Song of Praise Give Me A Clean Heart
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*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Time

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the 
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt--a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people.No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 51
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Scripture Hebrews 5:5-10

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten 
you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to 
the order of Melchizedek.” In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers 
and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to 
save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 
Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and 
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 
who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music Meditation on Beautiful Savior arr. Cathy Moklebust

*Gospel John 12:20-33

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, 
we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and 
where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honor. “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say--’ Father, save me 
from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, 
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and 
I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This 
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; 
now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of 
death he was to die.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pr. Michael Swartz
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*Hymn   #238 Now The Green Blades Rise
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  Beneath the Cross of Jesus arr. Jason W. Krug

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending  #361 How Firm a Foundation

*Benediction

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth and claimed us as 
children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

*Postlude  

The rose on the altar celebrates the birth of 
Ava Elaine Bull  born on March 3, 2018

Daughter of Laura (Griffith) and Paul Bull 
Granddaughter of Jeff and Pam Griffith

Altar flowers given to the glory of God and in loving memory  
of our parent’s wedding anniversary. 

Given by: Tim and Tony Bell
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Serving Today

Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers 
Shawn Wynn
Sara Wynn
Zach Wynn
AJ Wynn
Charlotte Wynn

Usher Guides
Bill Keller
Nancy Keller

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Amber Moore, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector
Jeff Newcomb

Liturgist
Patti Ensey

North Door Greeters
Don Shearer
Linda Shearer

Sound Tech
Jeff Newcomb


