
March 11th, 2018

Fourth Sunday in Lent

FirSt congregationaL ucc
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  
in our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday 
School in the Christian Education wing located on 
the lower level. Preschool through adult Sunday 
morning learning is offered at 9am.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the 
Son Cafe after worship. Today’s menu: Mini ham, 
chicken and egg salad sandwhiches. Chips, cookies 
and toaster items.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of  
your attendance.
Cover Art
The Makclin Bible -- Moses. 
Artists Benjamin West and John Hall.

Welcome
You heard today in the first reading 
the accusations: “Death to that 
Jeremiah! He’s demoralizing the 
soldiers and all the people with those 
speeches. That man doesn’t promote 
the people’s good, but their harm.

See how the accusations against the 
prophets of all times are the same. 
When the prophet bothers the 
consciences of the selfish, or of those 
who are not building with God’s 
plans, the prophet is a nuisance 
and must be eliminated, murdered, 
thrown into a pit, persecuted, not 
allowed to speak the word that 
annoys. 

But the prophet could not tell them 
anything else. Read in the Bible how 
Jeremiah often prays to God, “Lord, 
take this cross away from me. I 
don’t want to be a prophet. I feel my 
insides burning because I have to say 
things even I don’t like.”

It’s always the same. The prophet has 
to speak of society’s sin and call to 
conversion, as the church is doing 
today in San Salvador: pointing out 
whatever would enthrone sin in El 
Salvador’s history and calling sinners 
to be converted, just as Jeremiah did.

Oscar Arnulfo Romero
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude  
 
Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

We are gathered to share God’s Love.

Lord, open our hearts that we may share your Good News far and wide.

We gather to share our witness to God’s goodness.

Lord, let our lives bear witness through compassion for our neighbors.

We gather to praise God whose love is unbounded, unlimited, and eternal.

Lord, open our hearts today to praise you in our worship 

and with our lives. Amen.

*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Merciful God, you  revealed your love for all people through the 
life, death, and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Help us to model 
our lives after his courage, compassion, and willing sacrifice, that we might 
share your love in our world. In Christ’s Name, we offer this prayer. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #485 To God Be the Glory

Call to Confession

God of heaven and earth, you come in close and make us yours. Equip us by your 
Spirit to confess our sin, embrace us by your Spirit to confess our sin, embrace us in 
your forgiveness, and seek the way you set before us in your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.
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Prayer of Confession

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.
Merciful God, forgive us.
Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free. 
We have spoken when we should have kept quiet.
Silence
We were silent when we should have said something.
Silence
We acted when we knew better.
Silence
We were still when we should have moved.
Silence
For the wrong we have done, for the good we failed to do,
have mercy on us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness
Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. Almighty God 
have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

*Song of Praise Give Me A Clean Heart
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*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Choir Bwana Asifiwe, arr. Mark Burrows

Children’s Time

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke 
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 
miserable food.” 

Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, 
“We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the 
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; 
and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent 
of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that 
person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good,

for God’s mercy endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim

that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
gathering them in from the lands;

from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south.

Some were fools and took rebellious paths;
through their sins they were afflicted.

They loathed all manner of food
and drew near to death’s door.

Then in their trouble they cried to the Lord
and you delivered them from their distress.

You sent forth your word and healed them
and rescued them from the grave.

Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.

Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.
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Scripture Ephesians 2:1-10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, 
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the 
air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us 
once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of 
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ--by grace you have been saved--and raised us up with him and seated 
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God--not the result of works, so that no one 
may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music God So Loved the World by John Stainer 

*Gospel John 3:14-21

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; 
but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that 
the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 
because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not 
come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do 
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds 
have been done in God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn   #85 What Wondrous Love Is This

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory  

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending  #399 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

*Benediction

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

*Postlude  

Altar flowers given to the glory of God and in loving memory  
of Harry and Stella Davidson Ainsworth, Mary A. Ainsworth and Laura L. Ainsworth
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Serving Today

Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers 
Pre-K Sunday School Class

Usher Guides
Pam Wendt
Shirley Morton

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Amber Moore, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector & Liturgist
Michael Dyer

North Door Greeters
Mary Curry
Charles Curry

Sound Tech
Bill Henning


