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Fourth Sunday aFter the epiphany

FirSt Congregational uCC leader

Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We offer 
childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  in 
our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday School 
in the Christian Education wing located on the lower 
level. Preschool through adult Sunday morning 
learning is offered at 9am.

Sunday Brunch
The Son Cafe is on break this week. Please join us 
downstairs for our annual meeting instead! Child-
care and light refreshments will be provided.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and hearing 
amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of  
your attendance.

Welcome
Yes, let us run to Jesus. Looking, not 
to ourselves or our sins, but to Him 
who hath put away sin forever. Not to 
ourselves or our faith, whether in its 
weakness or its strength, but to Him 
whose presence is the life of our faith. 
Not to the world or its temptations, but 
to Him who hath said: Be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world. Not to Satan or 
his threats, but to Him who hath brought 
him to naught. Not to men, their fear or 
their favor, but to Jesus, the God-man, 
Immanuel, God with us, our Brother and 
our King. Looking to Jesus and Jesus 
alone.

Looking to him always and in all. In trial 
and trouble, as in joy and prosperity; 
in solitude and repose, as in company 
and business; in religious worship, as in 
daily life;—always, only looking to Jesus. 
Looking to him, to see what He is, to 
hear what He speaks, to do what He says, 
to follow where He leads, to trust for all 
he waits to give. Looking to Him and 
His love, till my heart burns with that 
love. Looking to Him, till His eye meet 
mine, and I know that He watches over 
me. Looking to Him in the power of his 
love and Spirit, knowing that He Himself 
is drawing me to Himself, leading and 
perfecting my faith. Looking to Him, 
to be changed into His likeness from 
glory to glory. Let us run the race with 
patience, looking to Jesus.

The Holiest of All, Andrew Murray 
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude  
 
Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

God sent redemption to the people and has made a covenant forever.

Holy and awesome is God’s name.

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;

all those who practice it have a good understanding.  
God’s praise endures forever.

*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in 
heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the prayers of your people, and 
in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #67 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning
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Prayer of Confession

Let us pray. Loving God, we confess that we have turned from your 
way to follow our own ways. 
Forgive us for the times 
we have spoken or acted too quickly; 
we have not spoken or acted at all; 
we have hurt those closest to us; 
we have hurt those we have yet to know; 
we have thought more about ourselves than others, 
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live 
again as your children. Amen. 

Declaration of Forgiveness
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have 
messed up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never 
tires of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins 
are forgiven, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

*Song of Praise Gloria

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

 
Children’s Time 
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Prayer for Illumination

Holy Spirit, your people call out for understanding. Bring to our yearning 
hearts and mindsthe truth of your Word; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Deuteronomy 18:15-20

The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the 
Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear 
the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will 
die.” Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. I will 
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put 
my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything 
that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet 
shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who 
speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a 
word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall 
die.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 111

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

Great are your works, O Lord,
pondered by all who delight in them.

Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.

You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.

You give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.

You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.

The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
All of your precepts are sure.

they stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.

You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding.  
God’s praise endures forever.
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Scripture 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does 
not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him.

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world 
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may 
be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many 
lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for 
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and 
through whom we exist.

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to 
an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to 
God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care 
that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 
For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might 
they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food 
sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died 
are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound 
their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause 
of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music 
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*Gospel Mark 1:21-28

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught 
them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in 
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have 
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, 
and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with 
a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking 
one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands 
even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to 
spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pr. Michael Swartz
*Hymn     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel-Next Page
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Do not let idols grow and multiply in your hands, but give of yourselves, 
your time, and your possessions 

Offertory  

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our 
possessions. Through our worship and service unite us as your body, 
shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending  #411 Arise, Your Light has come

*Benediction

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

*Postlude  

Alter flowers given to  the glory of God and  
in loving memory of Henry A. Ainsworth, Sarah Andrews Ainsworth and Sarah 

Anderson Ainsworth

and in loving memory of Pat Martin
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Serving Today

Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers 
Don Shearer
Linda Shearer
Nancy Michl
Andrew Michl
Mary Lou Carlson

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector
Katy Harle

Liturgist
Mary Newcomb

North Door Greeters
Steve Schippers
Judy Schippers

Sound Tech
Brian Williams


