
January 14th, 2018

Second Sunday after the epiphany

firSt congregational ucc leader

Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We offer 
childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  in 
our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday School 
in the Christian Education wing located on the lower 
level. Preschool through adult Sunday morning 
learning is offered at 9am.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the Son 
Cafe after worship. Today’s menu: sausage links, 
fruit, French toast casserole and toaster items

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and hearing 
amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of  
your attendance.

Cover Art

Calling Disciples by Dr. He Qi

Welcome
Some of us are inclined to think 
that the gospel is all very lovely and 
idyllic. We have a notion that it was 
intended primarily to comfort us in 
this wretched world. The rude offense 
of the cross is hidden away under 
flowers. A gallows turned into a floral 
tribute!—for use at funerals! Jesus 
is represented as amazingly gentle, a 
good deal gentler than he ever was, 
and becomes the mild friend of man. 
God himself is little more than the 
superlative of human kindness and 
couldn’t possibly be hard on anyone! 
We sing “Come Hither, Ye Faithful,” 
but leave out that phrase about “the 
angels’ dread king.” It isn’t good for 
children. One or our books takes 
the old Russian hymn which used to 
read, “God , the All-terrible King who 
ordaineth,” and makes it start,”God 
the All-merciful”

If we don’t quit that kind of milk-
and-water nonsense now, we shall 
soon be much worse off than we have 
ever been. Our sensitive, tender little 
delicacies won’t get us very far.

Love is a Spendthrift by Paul Scherer 
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude  
 
Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

God, you call each of us to serve you, and we answer,

“Here I am!”

Jesus, you call each of us to follow you, and we answer,

“Here I am!”

Holy Spirit, you call each of us to worship you this day, and we answer,

“Here I am!”

*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Gentle God, you have known us before the beginning and 
have loved us into life. Open our hearts and our spirits today to hear 
your word for us. May we answer your call to ministry and mission 
through this body of Christ, First Congregational UCC, for we ask this 
in Christ’s Name. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #525 Here I Am, Lord
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Prayer of Confession

Let us pray. Loving God, we confess that we have turned from your 
way to follow our own ways. 
Forgive us for the times 
we have spoken or acted too quickly; 
we have not spoken or acted at all; 
we have hurt those closest to us; 
we have hurt those we have yet to know; 
we have thought more about ourselves than others, 
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live 
again as your children. Amen. 

Declaration of Forgiveness
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have 
messed up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never 
tires of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins 
are forgiven, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

*Song of Praise Gloria

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

 
Children’s Time 
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Prayer for Illumination

By your Holy Spirit, O God, open our ears, our eyes, our hearts, and our minds 
to the Holy Word so that it comes to rule within us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  1 Samuel 3:1-20

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the 
Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.

 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could 
not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, 
and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God 
was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and 
ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; 
lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ 
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he 
said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the 
Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord 
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 
‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling 
the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you 
shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place.

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 
And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ Then the Lord said to 
Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears 
of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that 
I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told 
him that I am about to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity that he 
knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 
Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not 
be expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.’

Reading continued on next page.
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 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of 
the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and 
said, ‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ Eli said, ‘What was it that he told 
you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide 
anything from me of all that he told you.’ So Samuel told him everything and 
hid nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is the Lord; let him do what seems 
good to him.’

 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to 
the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 
trustworthy prophet of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 139:1-6,13-18

Lord you have searched me out;

O Lord, you have known me.

You know my sitting down and my rising up;

You discern my thoughts from afar.

You trace my journeys and my resting places 

And are acquainted with all my ways

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,

But you, O Lord, know it altogether.

You encompass me, behind and before,

And lay your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

It is so high that I cannot attain to it.

For you yourself created my inmost parts;

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

I will thank you because I am marvelously made;

your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
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My body was not hidden from you,

while I was being made in secret and woven in the  
depths of the earth.

Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;  
all of them were written in your book;

my days were fashioned before they came to be.

How deep I find your thoughts, O God!

How great is the sum of them!

If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

Scripture 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful 
for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach 
and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body 
is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God 
raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies 
are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make 
them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a 
prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But 
anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin 
that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body 
itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
which you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought with 
a price; therefore glorify God in your body.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music  
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*Gospel John 1:43-51

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there 
is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael 
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus 
answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, 
I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn   #324 Open My Eyes That I May See
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Merciful God,  receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our 
possessions. Through our worship and service unite us as your body, 
shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Offertory  

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
Bless in every way, O Lord, the gifts of the people here given. Enrich the 
ministries of your people and make us grateful to be able to let go of the 
things we do not, finally, own. Amen.

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending  #466 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

*Benediction

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

*Postlude  
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Serving Today

Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers 
1st Grade Class

Usher Guides
Jack Reimers
Kathy Reimers

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector/Liturgist
Susi Llewellyn

North Door Greeters
Carol Freeman
Pam Wendt

Sound Tech
Brian Williams


