
December 3rD, 2017

First sunDay oF aDvent

First congregational ucc leaDer

Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  
in our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning learning 
is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the 
Son Cafe. Today’s menu is French toast, sausage, 
and fruit.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of  
your attendance.

Welcome
Apocalypse is the cry of the helpless, 
who are borne passively by influence 
they cannot influence, much less 
control. The cry of the helpless is 
often vindictive, expressing impotent 
rage at reality. Apocalyptic rage is 
a flight from reality, a plea to God 
to fulfil their wishes and prove 
them right and the other wrong. 
Apocalyptic believers could hardly 
think the saying “Go, make disciples 
of all nations,” was addressed to 
them. Had apocalyptic believers 
dominated the church since the 
first century, there would have been 
no missionaries to unbelievers, no 
schools, no hospitals, no orphanages, 
no almsgiving. The helpless cannot 
afford to think of such enterprises; 
they can only await the act of God, 
and then complain because the act 
is so long delayed. The gospels and 
epistles rather tell the believers that 
they are the act of God. 

John L. McKenzie
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude   Movement I (excerpt) from Trio for Clarinet, Horn and Piano - Opus 274 
by Carl Reinecke

 
Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship
A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord!”

Make the pathways straight.
Every valley will be filled, and every mountain will be leveled.

The crooked will be made straight.
The rough and rocky ways will be smoothed.

All will see the salvation of God.
The peace of the Lord begins,

And the way of the Lord is prepared
through repentance and forgiveness.

We give our hearts to you, O God,
Look favorably upon us, 

and let your peace begin with us.

*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Holy Source of life and hope, open our ears to hear, our eyes 
to see, and our hearts to love, that we may come to know your ways and 
follow your paths. Help us grow in love for our neighbors, as we prepare 
for the coming of the one who calls us to reject the darkness and to 
receive the true light. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #2 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
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Lighting the Advent Candle John McCooley and Desiree Grace  
and Eliza (4)

Let us pray. O God, we thank you that through Christ you bring 
hope into the world.  As we light the first candle on this wreath, 
rouse us from sleep and deliver us from fear, that we may be 
prepared to greet our Lord when he comes. In Christ’s name we 
pray. Amen.
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Call to Confession

Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God  
and neighbor.

Prayer of Confession

Let us pray. We confess that  we have not prepared for your reign 
among us. We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor 
of justice and peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to 
welcome your light and to seek the things that will endure until 
Christ comes again in glory. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In Jesus Christ your sins 
are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! 
Amen.

*Song of Praise Refrain - Verse 1 - Refrain

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

 
Children’s Time 
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Prayer for Illumination

Let us pray. Gracious God, heaven and earth will pass away, but your words 
will not pass away: your Word stands forever. May our generation be attentive 
so that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, we remember your ways and gladly 
do right, meeting you wherever and whenever you appear. In Christ’s name 
we pray. Amen. 

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Isaiah 64:1-9

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the 
mountains would quake at your presence— as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil— to make your name known to your 
adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you 
did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains 
quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who 
wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you 
in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we 
transgressed.

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are 
like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take 
us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of 
you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 
hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you 
are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, 
O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your 
people.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 80:1-7,17-19

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,

stir up your strength and come to help us.

Restore us, O God;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

O Lord God of hosts, 

how long will your anger fume when your people pray?

You have fed them with the bread of tears;

you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

You have made us the derision of our neighbors,

and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,

the one you have made so strong for yourself.

And so will we never turn away from you;

give us life that we may call upon your name.

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
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Scripture 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music Advent Longing, from Canticles in Candlelight 
Joseph A. Martin
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*Gospel Mark 13:24-37

“But in those days, after that suffering,

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 
when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 
home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know 
when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 
And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn   #452 O Day of God, Draw Nigh
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

 
Invitation

God has enriched us in every way—in speech, knowledge, and spiritual 
gifts.  From the fellowship of Jesus Christ, we are sent out to share with 
thanksgiving what we have received. 

Offertory  Movement II (excerpt),  from Reinecke Trio

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. Feed us with 
your love, that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your light. 
Amen.
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation

Communion Prayer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

Eternal God, who has created the heavens and the earth, giving breath to 
every living thing, we thank you for all the gifts of creation and for the gift 
of life itself. We thank you for making us in your own image, for forgiving us 
when we act as though you have no claim on us, and for keeping us in your 
steadfast care. 

We rejoice in Jesus Christ, the only one eternally begotten by you, who was 
born of your servant Mary and shared the joys and sorrows of life as we know 
it. 

We remember Christ’s death, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection and, in the 
beloved community of your church, we await Christ’s return at the end of 
history. 

We take courage from the abiding presence of your Holy Spirit that gathers us 
together as your Church. With all the prophets, martyrs, and saints, and all 
the company in heaven, we glorify you.  Amen.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer

Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and wine, 
and bless us that as we receive them at this table, we may offer you our faith 
and praise, we may be united with Christ and with one another, and we may 
continue faithful in all things.

Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine
Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ.

Through the cup of blessing we participate in the new life Christ gives.

Sharing the Elements I Wonder as I Wander, by Niles/Lanier/Guss

The bread is eaten when served; the wine is held to be taken together.
Grape juice is clear; wine is red. 

*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray, We affirm the goodness of life and the openness of the 
future because our God is a God of life and love.  As God comes to us 
in this act of communion with one another, let us go out to others in 
Jesus’ name.  May our every prayer be an action that brings healing, 
reconciliation and hope to a broken and hurting world.  Amen
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Sending in Mission

*Hymn of Sending  #6 Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending  

*Benediction

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

*Postlude  Movement IV (excerpt),   
 from Reinecke Trio

Musical Selections today featured:

Rob Hadesbeck, clarinet

Alan Guss, french horn

Marcia Renaud, piano
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Serving Today

Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers /Communion Servers
Jack Reimers
Kathy Reimers
Tom Woodburn
Carol Freeman
Michael Dyer
Dieter Harle
Dennis Rucker

Sound Tech
Jeff Newcomb

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector
Mary Newcomb

 Liturgist
Katy Härle

North Door Greeters
Ann Millman
Mary Cox

Communion Preparers
Tom Woodburn
Michael Dyer


