
This year’s stewardship theme, “Journey to Generosity: The Way of Jesus,” takes shape
from this passage in Matthew 9:35-10:23, when Jesus said to his disciples: 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)

If we relate this passage to our lives as Christians in a faith community, it’s easy to see that
the plentiful harvest is God’s blessings and we are the laborers. God expects us to give our
time, talent, and treasure to help gather the bounty and share it with our church, community,
and the world. God expects us to be generous because God is generous. This is the very
essence of making a stewardship commitment.

The scripture goes on to tell how Jesus assembled his disciples and told them to go “to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.  As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven
has come near. . . .You received without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, or silver,
or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for
laborers deserve their food.’” 

This is a tall order, even for the disciples, and yet it’s not so different from some of the things
we are called to do as Christian disciples today: go to the “lost sheep,” proclaim the good
news, give without payment. 

And it is certainly no different from what we do when we make a stewardship commitment.
This year, as you consider making a pledge, be reminded of the generosity God has bestowed
on you, and let it inspire you to be generous in return.  

For indeed, the journey to generosity is the way of Jesus.      
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Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  
in our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Join us for weekly Sunday School in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Schipper’s special burgers, cole slaw, crinkle fries, 
witches brew, apples, farewell cake to Pablo,  
pastry items.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of  
your attendance.

Welcome

On the 499th Reformation Day in 
October 2016, Pope Francis traveled 
to Sweden, where the national Church 
is Lutheran, to commemorate the 
Reformation at Lund Cathedral.  An 
official press release from the Holy See 
stated:

The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) 
and Roman Catholic Church joint event 
will highlight the 50 years of continuous 
ecumenical dialogue between Catholics 
and Lutherans and the joint gifts of this 
collaboration. The Catholic-Lutheran 
commemoration of 500 years of the 
Reformation is structured around the 
themes of thanksgiving, repentance and 
commitment to common witness. The aim is 
to express the gifts of the Reformation and 
ask forgiveness for division perpetuated by 
Christians from the two traditions.

There was an ecumenical service, and 
the joint statement issued after said: 
“With gratitude we acknowledge that 
the Reformation helped give a greater 
centrality to sacred Scripture in the 
church’s life”.
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude Now Thank We All Our God  
by Peter Pindar Stearns

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Since we all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory,

We are justified by God’s grace as a gift, through Jesus Christ, 
 by faith.

*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Sovereign, pour out your Holy 
Spirit upon your faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your Word, 
protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all 
their enemies, and bestow on the church your saving peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

*Opening Hymn #482 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
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Prayer of Confession

On this Reformation Sunday, we confess our bondage and ask anew for the 
freedom of God. Let us join in this act of confession.  
(A brief silence for individual prayer.)   

From the powers of evil that enslave, cripple and destroy us,

God make us free.

From all attachments to shallow pursuits and to the things which do not 
satisfy our hearts,

God make us free.

From distortions in the church and neglecting your will, 

God make us free.

From faithless fears and anxieties that invade our lives, robbing us of peace 
and joy,

God make us free.

God has given us a new covenant in Jesus.  God forgives us and sets us free.  
In renewed faith let us accept God’s gift of freedom and live joyfully by grace.

Amen.

*Song of Praise       Gloria

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Children’s Time  

Prayer for Illumination

Let us pray. Lord Jesus, your understanding of Scripture astonished and 
humbled all around you. Send your Spirit to illumine this Word that our 
understanding and wisdom may be increased. Amen.

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of 
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: 
Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the 
land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, 
the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. The Lord said to 
him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, 
but you shall not cross over there.”

Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, at the 
Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite 
Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one 
hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his 
vigor had not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab 
thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended.

Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid 
his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had 
commanded Moses. Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like 
Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. He was unequaled for all the signs 
and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against 
Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds 
and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of 
all Israel.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17

Lord, you have been our refuge 

From one generation to another.

Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born,

from age to age you are God.

You turn us back to the dust and say,

“Turn back, O children of earth.”

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past

And like a watch in the night;

You sweep them away like a dream,

they fade away suddenly like the grass:

in the morning it is green and flourishes;

in the evening it is dried up and withered.

Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry?

Be gracious to your servants.

Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning;

so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days.

Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us 

and as many years as we suffered adversity.

Show your servants your works,

And your splendor to their children.

May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;

prosper the work our of hands; prosper our handiwork.
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Scripture Ephesians 2:4-10

But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated 
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one 
may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music A Mighty Fortress is Our God, arr. W.B.Olds
  Featuring Travis Lopez (trumpet)

A mighty fortress is our God, A bulwark never failing.
Our helper He amid the flood Of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe Doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great; And armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not His equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, Our striving would be losing.
Were not the right man on our side, The Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He, 
Lord Sabbath His name, From age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle.
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*Gospel Matthew 22:34-46

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, 
“’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And 
a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this 
question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to 
him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the 
Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 
until I put your enemies under your feet”’? If David thus calls him Lord, how 
can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day 
did anyone dare to ask him any more questions

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pr. Michael Swartz

*Hymn     #365 Jesus, Priceless Treasure  
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer

Offering Our Gifts

 
Invitation

Trusting in God’s providence, we share not only the gospel of God but our 
lives as well. God’s tithes and our offerings will now be received.

Offertory  Lobe den Herren by J.S. Bach 

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Holy God, we offer these gifts to you. May your favor be upon them and 
prosper the labor of our hands, that your glorious power may be manifest to 
all, through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Sending in Mission

*Hymn of Sending  #555 Now Thank We All Our God

*Benediction

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

*Postlude  Festival Toccata by Percy Fletcher

Altar flowers given to the glory of God and  
in loving memory of Louie and Mayola Schippers

Given by:  Steve and Judy Schippers
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Serving Today

Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers 
Donald Shearer
Josh Dyer
Katy Harle
Dieter Harle

Sound Tech
Brian Williams

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Pablo Gorin, Organist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector
Careyna Wennekamp

 Liturgist
Susi Llewellyn

North Door Greeters
Michael Dyer
Ron Smith
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This year’s stewardship theme, “Journey to Generosity: The Way of Jesus,” takes shape
from this passage in Matthew 9:35-10:23, when Jesus said to his disciples: 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)

If we relate this passage to our lives as Christians in a faith community, it’s easy to see that
the plentiful harvest is God’s blessings and we are the laborers. God expects us to give our
time, talent, and treasure to help gather the bounty and share it with our church, community,
and the world. God expects us to be generous because God is generous. This is the very
essence of making a stewardship commitment.

The scripture goes on to tell how Jesus assembled his disciples and told them to go “to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.  As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven
has come near. . . .You received without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, or silver,
or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for
laborers deserve their food.’” 

This is a tall order, even for the disciples, and yet it’s not so different from some of the things
we are called to do as Christian disciples today: go to the “lost sheep,” proclaim the good
news, give without payment. 

And it is certainly no different from what we do when we make a stewardship commitment.
This year, as you consider making a pledge, be reminded of the generosity God has bestowed
on you, and let it inspire you to be generous in return.  

For indeed, the journey to generosity is the way of Jesus.      
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