
OctOber 22nd, 2017

twentieth Sunday after PentcOSt

firSt cOngregatiOnal ucc leader

Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  
in our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Join us for weekly Sunday School in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Ham and cheese sliders, tater tots, fruit, cookies 
and toaster items

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of  
your attendance.

Cover Art 
Woman before the Rising Sun  
(Woman before the Setting Sun) .    
Friedrich, Caspar David, 1774-1840 

Welcome
When St. Peter’s disciple, Ignatius, 
was brought before the Roman 
Emperor, he called himself 
Theophorus; and when the emperor 
asked the feeble old man why he 
so called himself, Ignatius said it 
was because he carried Christ in his 
breast. He witnessed that there was 
but One God, who made heaven, 
earth and sea, and all that is in them, 
and One Lord Jesus Christ, His Only 
Begotten Son, “whose kingdom (he 
added) be my portion!” The emperor 
asked, “His kingdom, say you, who 
was crucified under Pilate?” “His 
(answered the Saint) who crucified 
my sin in me, and who has put all the 
fraud and malice of Satan under the 
feet of those who carry Him in their 
hearts: as it is written, “I dwell in 
them and walk in them.’”

Ignatius was one against many, as 
St. Peter had been before him; and 
was put to death as the Apostle had 
been; but he handed on the Truth, in 
his day. At length we have received 
it. Weak though we be, and solitary, 
God forbid we should not in our turn 
hand it on; glorifying Him by our 
lives, and in all our words and works 
witnessing Christ’s passion, death, 
and resurrection!

John Henry Newman,  
Parochial and Plain Sermons
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude Like as the Hart by Herbert Howells

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

Though there are rulers, presidents, kings, queens, God is the Lord of all life. 

In God we live and move and have our being. 

God requires our faithfulness and our service. 

Touched by your healing grace and love, we reach out to others in  
Christ’s name.

Come, let us worship the Lord who is always with us. 

Let us praise God who walks daily by our side.

*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. God, you are our refuge. When the world is too much for us, we 
turn to you for consolation and healing. Help us today to hear your words 
of compassion. Enable us to be those who would willingly serve all people 
in need. For we ask these things in the name of Jesus our Lord. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #263  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

*Call to Confession



•  4  •

*Prayer of Confession

Let us pray. We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us 
free. We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love 
freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church 
inward rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us 
to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act 
for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

God hears our cry and sends the spirit to change us and to empower our 
lives in the world. Our sins are forgiven, God’s love is unconditional, and we 
are raised up as God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*Song of Praise       Gloria

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Cherub Choir 

Children’s Time  

Prayer for Illumination

Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of the gospel may 
come to us in power. Amen.
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Exodus 33:12-23

Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but 
you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I 
know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ Now if I have 
found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and 
find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” He said, 
“My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to him, 
“If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be 
known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go 
with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people 
on the face of the earth.” The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing 
that you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by 
name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I will make all 
my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The 
Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy 
on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one 
shall see me and live.” And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put you 
in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 
then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall 
not be seen.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 99

The Lord is King; let the people tremble. 

The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.

The Lord, great in Zion,

is high above all peoples.

Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome;

God is the Holy One. 

O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity;

you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down before God’s footstool;

God is the Holy One.

Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon 
your name, O Lord;

they called upon you, and you answered them,

you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;

they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.

O Lord our God, you answered them indeed;

You were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their 
evil deeds. 

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s holy hill;

for the Lord our God is the Holy One. 
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Scripture 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, 
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our 
message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and 
in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of 
persons we proved to be among you for your sake.

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution 
you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became 
an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need 
to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of 
welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve 
a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music Total Praise 
arr. Patsy F. Simms
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*Gospel Matthew 22:15-22

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we 
know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, 
and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 
Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or 
not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the 
test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought 
him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 
They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn    #391 Take My Life v.1-4  
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

 
Invitation

Jesus invites us to render to God the things that are God’s. Trusting in God’s 
infinite care, we gratefully present our offerings.

Offertory  Adagio (from Oboe Concerto in d minor)  
by Alessandro Marcello arr. By J. S. Bach 

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Let us pray. We trust you, Lord God, to multiply the blessings these gifts 
represent, as we pour out your love and grace on those who long to hear your 
word to them, to see your power at work within them, to feel your comfort 
beside them, through the generous gifts of your Spirit. Amen.
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Sending in Mission

*Hymn of Sending   #436 We Are Your People

*Choral Blessing

*Benediction

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

*Postlude  Choral (from Suite Gothique, op. 25)  
by Lèon Boëllmann

Altar flowers given to the glory of God and 
 in loving memory of Doris Carlson, Janet Laub and Sheila McKernie

Given by:  Cliff and Heather Carlson and Ron Carlson
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Serving Today

Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers 
Gayle Haun
Carol Freeman
Shirley Morton
Andrew Michl (Confirmand)
Charles Curry

Sound Tech
Bill Henning

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Pablo Gorin, Organist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector
Zach Wynn 

 Liturgist
Maya Wennekamp (Confirmand)

North Door Greeters
Cliff Carlson
Heather Carlson


