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Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and 
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for 
children are located at the back of the church: teal 
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We 
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery  
in our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy 
through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Join us for weekly Sunday School in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Quiche, fruit, pastry items, and baked goods

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or  
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and 
hearing amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of  
your attendance.

Welcome
All Science...is essentially the ceaseless 
seeking, the ceaseless restating, the 
ceaseless discovering of error, and the 
substituting of something nearer to the 
truth. I do not see how Science can be 
asked to start with a definite God, with a 
definite Future Life, with anything like a 
Church; I think it cannot even end with 
anything more than a vague reverence 
and a sense of deep background – a very 
elementary Theism will, at best, and can 
hardly, be reached by it; such Theism 
will be, I believe, it’s maximum. Now 
Religion, on the other hand, begins with 
a full affirmation of a Reality, of a Reality 
other and more than all mankind. It is 
certain of God, certain of Christ, certain 
of the Church. It is a gift from above 
downwards, not a groping from below 
upwards. It is not like Science a coral-
reef, it is more like a golden shower from 
above. Assimilate Religion to Science 
and you have leveled down to something 
which, though excellent for Science, has 
taken from Religion its entire force and 
good; you have shorn the Samson of his 
locks with a vengeance. On the other 
hand, force Science up to the level of 
Religion, or think you have done so, and 
Science affirms far more than, as such, it 
can affirm and you, on your part, are in 
a world of unreality...For myself, I must 
have both movements: the place of my 
soul must have somehow two lifts – a 
life which is always going up from below 
and a lift which is always going down 
from above. I must both be seeking and 
having. I must both move and repose.

Baron Friedrich von Hügel 
 Selected letters, 1896-1924
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude Prelude in E-flat by Alexandre Guilmant

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship

When the Lord calls us to the banquet, we get puffed up with importance. 

Humility needs to be our attitude; humility and gratitude. 

Help us, O Lord, be grateful for the many ways in which you love us. 

Help us return that love by the way in which we care for others. 

Be with us, O Lord, this day. 

Open our hearts to hear your words of hope and encouragement. Amen.

*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Open our hearts and our spirits to hear your healing words of 
peace and love, O God. Help us be the people of service and justice that 
you have called us to be. Make us ready to heal rather than harm; to serve 
rather than sever. Give us hearts of joy and justice, for we offer this prayer 
in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #559 We Gather Together

*Call to Confession
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*Prayer of Confession

Let us pray. We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us 
free. We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love 
freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church 
inward rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us 
to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act 
for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

God hears our cry and sends the spirit to change us and to empower our 
lives in the world. Our sins are forgiven, God’s love is unconditional, and we 
are raised up as God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*Song of Praise       Gloria

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Children’s Time  Mary Newcomb

Prayer for Illumination

Holy Spirit of God, shine your light upon this Word and into our hearts that 
we may be enlightened with fresh understanding. Amen. 
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture  Exodus 32:1-14

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, 
the people gathered around Aaron and said to him, ‘Come, make gods for us, 
who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ Aaron said to 
them, ‘Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, 
and your daughters, and bring them to me.’ So all the people took off the gold 
rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from 
them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, ‘These 
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ When 
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation 
and said, ‘Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.’ They rose early the next 
day, and offered burnt-offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.

 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 
out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn 
aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an 
image of a calf, and have worshipped it and sacrificed to it, and said, “These 
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” ’ The 
Lord said to Moses, ‘I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now 
let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume 
them; and of you I will make a great nation.’

 But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, ‘O Lord, why does your 
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of 
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians 
say, “It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth”? Turn from 
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them 
by your own self, saying to them, “I will multiply your descendants like the 
stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it for ever.” ’ And the Lord changed his 
mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 106:1-6,19-23
Hallelujah! Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good,

for God’s mercy endures forever.
Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord

or proclaim in full God’s praise?
Happy are those who act with justice

and always do what is right.
Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people,

and visit me with your salvation;
that I may see the prosperity of your elect and be glad with the gladness of 
your people

that I may glory with your inheritance. 
We have sinned as our forbearers did;

we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.
They made a bull calf at Horeb

and worshiped a molten image;
thus they exchanged their glory

for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.
They forgot God their Savior,

Who had done great things in Egypt,
wonderful deeds in the land of Ham,

and fearful things at the Red Sea.
So you would have destroyed them, had not Moses your chosen stood in  
the breach,

to turn away your wrath from consuming them.
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Scripture Philippians 4:1-9

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, 
and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have 
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the 
rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music A Mighty Fortress Is Our God      
arr. Luther/Bode/McChesney
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*Gospel Matthew 22:1-14

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent 
his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they 
would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been 
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have 
been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But 
they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 
while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king 
was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their 
city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were 
not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find 
to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered 
all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with 
guests.

 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 
was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get 
in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said 
to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are 
called, but few are chosen.’

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Deborah Mann (Guest Preacher)

*Hymn    #389 O Jesus, I Have Promised
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer 

Offering Our Gifts

 
Invitation

Without Christ, all that we have is nothing. With Christ, all that we have is 
everything. Let us offer all that we have to the Lord.

Offertory  How Firm a Foundation 
arr. Childers 

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Let us pray. We give you thanks and praise, O God, for all your good gifts, 
and above all, for the gift of knowing Christ our Savior. Strengthen us as we 
continue to strive for the heavenly prize that you offer: eternal and abundant 
life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Sending in Mission

*Hymn of Sending   #411 Arise, Your Light Is Come!

*Benediction

*Postlude  Marian Antiphon 5: How Fair and How Pleasant Art Thou

Altar flowers given to the glory of God and 
 in loving memory of Hilton and Beatrice Simpson

Given by:  Kristi Bailey
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Serving Today

Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Ushers 
The Wandrey family

Usher Guides
Steve Schippers
Judy Schippers

Sound Tech
Jeff Newcomb

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Pablo Gorin, Organist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians

Lector
Liam Lanning (Confirmand)

 Liturgist
Rylee Warpehoski (Confirmand)

North Door Greeters
Bill Keller
Ron Smith


