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FiFth Sunday oF EaStEr

FirSt CongrEgational uCC
Gathered to Share God’S Love

Happy Mother’s Day



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and are always 
welcome. Worship Activity Bags for children are located at the 
back of the church: teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 
years. We offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery on 
the lower level for children ages infancy through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning learning is offered 
during the 9 o’clock hour. FCC is committed to the faith formation 
of all, so join us for weekly Sunday School in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Please be our guest at the Son Cafe after worship on our lower 
level. On the menu today: Sticky sweet rolls with pecans, fruit 
salad, bacon and toaster items. Good coffee and conversation are 
always on the menu. 

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or by 
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and hearing amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of your attendance.

On the Cover
The Sun -- Edvard Munch, Munch Museum, Oslo, Norway

Welcome
Do you then, my son, diligently 
apply yourself to the reading 
of sacred Scriptures. Apply 
yourself, I say. For we who read 
the things of God need much 
application, lest we should say 
or think anything too rashly 
about them. And applying 
yourself thus to the study of 
the things of God, with faithful 
prejudgments such as are well 
pleasing to God, knock at its 
locked door, and it will be 
opened to you by the porter of 
whom Jesus says, “To him the 
porter opens.” And applying 
yourself thus to the diving 
study, seek aright, and with 
unwavering trust in God, the 
meaning of the holy scriptures, 
which so many have missed. 
Be not satisfied with knowing 
and seeking; for prayer is of 
all things indispensable to the 
knowledge of the things of God. 
For to this the Saviour exhorted, 
and said not only, “Knock, and it 
shall be opened to you; and seek, 
and ye shall find,” but also, “Ask, 
and it shall be given unto you.”

A letter to Gregory

Origen of Alexandria (185-254)
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude                                                           Fantasia in a FbWV 201  by Johann Jakob Froberger

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Call to Worship
God is with us, forming us to be God’s own people.

Though the way may be difficult, God will lead us.
We need not fear.

In the Lord we will take our refuge, for God is our strength.
Let not our hearts be troubled, for Christ has prepared the way for us.

Fill us with your Spirit  that we may follow you. Amen.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. We gather to seek your guiding love. Open our hearts grant us 
courage, that we may follow the way, the truth, and the life. Transform us 
into a place of shelter, warmth, and goodness to all who are here. 
For we ask these things in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

*Opening Hymn                                                                          #461, God Is Here

*Call to Confession
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*Prayer of Confession

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name 
of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. Amen

*Song of Praise   Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

*Children’s Time
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Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News

Scripture                                                                    Acts 7: 55-60

A reading from Acts. 

But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then 
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses 
laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had 
said this, he died.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame;

deliver me in your righteousness.
Incline your ear to me;

make haste to deliver me.
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold;

for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,

for you are my tower of strength.
Into your hands I commend my spirit,

for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
My times are in your hand;

rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.

Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”
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Scripture                         1 Peter 2: 2-10

A reading from 1 Peter.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
   a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
   has become the very head of the corner”, 
and “A stone that makes them stumble,
   and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 
Once you were not a people,
   but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
   but now you have received mercy.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choral Anthem                     A Home of Grace  by Joseph M. Martin
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Gospel                                                   John 14: 1-14

A reading from John.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, 
there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not 
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show 
us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 
who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do 
it. 

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon                                 Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn                                                 #335, Though I May Speak
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Responding to the Good News

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (Debts/Debtors)

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory                                              Toccata per la levatione (from Fiori musicali)
by Girolamo Frescobaldi

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication
Let us pray. Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
were known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our 
lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. Amen. Amen.
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Sending in Mission

*Hymn of Sending                                #473, For the Beauty of the Earth

*Choral Blessing     

*Benediction

*Postlude                                                      Toccata in a, FbWV 101 by J. J. Froberger

The rose in the baptismal font celebrates the birth of
Anderson Scott Griffith

Son on Nicole and Scott Griffith

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Staack and Marian Staack

Given by John Staack
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Serving Today
Ushers
Maya Wennekamp, Mike Wennekamp
Andrew Wandrey, Alex Wandrey, Nolan Wandrey

Lector/Liturgist
Rylee Warpehoski

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Interim Associate for Pastoral Care
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Pablo Gorin, Interim Organist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Erin Willhite, Director of Marketing and Communications
Angie Cleppe, Digital Publications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Evan Thornton, Nursery Coordinator
Wendy Simmon, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians


