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Welcome
Please silence cell phones upon entering the sanctuary.

Seen as part of the larger celebration of the 
mystery of salvation, it is appropriate for Good 
Friday to be an austere time of reflection and 
intercession, as well as of the adoration of 
Christ, the sacrificial Lamb.

The altar is left bare of paraments, linens, and 
ornaments; it is not used at this service.

The final theme of the Good Friday Service is 
not lament but triumph. 

The concluding verse and response echos the 
note of confidence: 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
Because by your holy cross you have redeemed 
the world.

Luthern Book of Worship, Manual on the Liturgy  
Page 320, 325

Today 
from the life  
of the church

The St. Matthew Passion is a sacred 
oratorio written by Johann Sebastian 
Bach in 1727 for solo voices, double 
choir and double orchestra, with 
libretto by Christian Friedrich 
Henrich. It sets chapters 26 and 27 
of the Gospel of Matthew to music, 
with interspersed chorales and arias. 
It is widely regarded as one of the 
masterpieces of classical sacred music.

It was recently presented by the Quad 
Cities Symphony orchestra along 
with Quad City Choral Arts, and the 
Augustana Choir. 

Bach incorporated for his chorales 
hymns of the German Reformation, 
including those by Johann Crueger, 
Hans Leo Hassler, and Nicholas van 
Hofe.

Tonight’s service features the long 
passion reading from the Gospel of 
Matthew with some of these same 
hymn of the Lutheran Reformation.
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude      O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig (O innocent Lamb of God) by J.S. Bach

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

*Sentences
Blessed be our God, now and forever. Amen.

*Invocation

Let us pray.  Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your family for 
whom our Savior Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given over to 
the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

*Ascription of Glory

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be 
a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen.

‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory and blessing!  Amen.

*Hymn                                                           #82, Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless
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Psalm 22

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping 
me, from the words of my groaning?

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but 
find no rest.

Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of the people.

In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them.

To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to 
shame.

But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others, and despised 
by the people.

All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;

“Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver-- let him rescue 
the one in whom he delights!”

Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my mother’s 
breast.

On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you 
have been my God.

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.

Many bulls encircle me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me;

they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion.

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my 
heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast;

my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay 
me in the dust of death.

For dogs are all around me; a company of evildoers encircles me. 
My hands and feet have shriveled;

I can count all my bones. They stare and gloat over me;

they divide my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they 
cast lots.

But you, O LORD, do not be far away! O my help, come quickly to my aid!

Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the power of the dog!
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Save me from the mouth of the lion! From the horns of the wild oxen you have 
rescued me.

I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of 
the congregation I will praise you:

You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, 
glorify him; stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!

For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his 
face from me, but heard when I cried to him.

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will 
pay before those who fear him.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
May your hearts live forever!

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; and 
all the families of the nations shall worship before him.

For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations.

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before 
him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him.

Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Sovereign,
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he 
has done it.

*Hymn                                        #93, Ah Holy Jesus

Passion Narrative from St. Matthew in Parts                               Bulletin Insert

Anthem             O Dearest Lord, Thy Sacred Head, arr. David N. Johnson

Sermon                                              Rev. Michael Swartz
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*Hymn                                                   #98, O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

Pastoral Prayer

Lord’s Prayer (Debts/Debtors)

Offeering Our Gifts

Invitation
The ushers will wait upon us for the evening offering.

Offertory                                   Herzliebster Jesu (Ah Holy Jesus) by Helmut Walcha

Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving, With a spirit large and free, That 
ourselves and all our living, We may offer unto Thee.

Prayer of Dedication
God, we present these offerings that they may be used to extend your costly 
and liberating reign.  With them we offer our varied ministries in the days 
ahead that this church may be part of your answer to the cries of the world. 
Amen.

*Hymn                                                        #365, Jesus, Priceless Treasure

*Prayer at the Foot of the Cross

On the cross, Jesus offered himself for the whole world. 
At the foot of his cross, we join our prayers with his.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you:
because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.
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*Meditation beneath the Cross

Behold the cross, on which hung the salvation of the whole world.

Come let us worship the Christ, the child of God.

Behold the cross, on which hung the salvation of the whole world.

Come let us worship the Christ, the child of God.

Behold the cross, on which hung the salvation of the whole world.

Come let us worship the Christ, the child of God.

Look upon us, dear Jesus, O Christ, we adore you.

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

*Benediction

*Postlude                                                                                            Herzlich tut mich verlangen
(O Sacred Head Now Wounded), Op. 122, No. 10 by Johannes Brahms
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Serving Today
Ushers
Bruce Wood, Nancy Henning

Lector/Liturgist
Dieter Harle

Dramatise personae:
• Matthew: the narrator  Nancy McConnell
• Jesus:  Katy Harle
• the chief priests and others:  Choir Men
• the Soldiers of the Governor:  Choir Women
• the Disciples:  Dennis Johnson, Katy Harle, Mary Newcomb
• the Crowd: the congregation  

Some or all of the following roles may be shared:
• Peter:  Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon
• Judas:  Pr. Michael Swartz
• the High: Priest  Dieter Harle
• a Bystander:  Kathy Harris
• First Servant Girl:  Kathy Harris
• Second Servant Girl:  Mary Newcomb
• Two Witnesses:  Maureen and Ben Holmes
• Pontius Pilate:  Kathy Harris
• Pilate’s wife:  Mary Newcomb
• the Centurion:  Dennis Johnson


