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EAstEr

First CongrEgAtionAl UCC
Gathered to Share God’S Love



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and are always 
welcome. Worship Activity Bags for children are located at the 
back of the church: teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 
years. We offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery on 
the lower level for children ages infancy through 6 years old.

Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning learning is offered 
during the 9 o’clock hour. FCC is committed to the faith formation 
of all, so join us for weekly Sunday School in the Christian 
Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Please be our guest at the Son Cafe after worship on our lower 
level. On the menu today: Pastries, donuts, fruit, and beverages. 
Good coffee and conversation are always on the menu. Fellowship 
will be held outside in front of the church weather permitting.

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or by 
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and hearing amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of your attendance.

Welcome
Clarence Jordan, co-founder 
of Koinonia Farm, wrote, “The 
resurrection of Jesus was 
simply God’s unwillingness 
to take our ‘no’ for an answer. 
He raised Jesus, not as an 
invitation to us to come to 
heaven when we die, but as a 
declaration that he himself has 
now established permanent, 
eternal residence here on 
earth. He is standing beside 
us, strengthening us in this 
life. The good news of the 
resurrection of Jesus is not 
that we shall die and go home 
to be with him, but that he has 
risen and comes home with us, 
bringing all his hungry, naked, 
thirsty, sick prisoner brothers 
with him.”

Common Prayer: A Liturgy for 
Ordinary Radicals



•  3  •

Gathering of God’s People

Prelude                                                                                                      Prelude by Jacques Boyvin

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

And also with you.

Musical Introit                                               Introit for Easter, by Joel Raney

*Call to Worship
Out of the darkness of grief and despair comes a message of hope. 
Christ is risen!

Christ is risen, indeed!
We run to the tomb to see for ourselves. 
And it is true. Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen, indeed!
We hear a voice call our name, and we know our risen Lord                      
is with us now and always.

Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed! Thanks be to God.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. Holy God, by the presence of your risen Son you lift up 
this fallen world, rescuing us from the hopelessness of death. Grant 
to your faithful people a share in the joys that are eternal; through 
Christ our Risen Savior. Amen.

*Opening Hymn                                     #123,  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

*Call to Confession
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*Prayer of Confession

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen.

*Declaration of forgiveness

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name 
of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. Amen

*Song of Praise   Gloria
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*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News

Scripture                                                              Acts 10: 34-43

A reading from Acts. 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both 
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 
but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. 

He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



•  6  •

Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.

Let Israel now declare, 
“God’s mercy endures forever.”

The Lord is my strength and my song, 
And has become my salvation.

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!

The right hand of the Lord is exalted!
The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!”

I shall not die, but live,
And declare the works of the Lord.

The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
But did not hand me over to death. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord.

“This is the gate of the Lord;
Here the righteous may enter.”

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me,
And you have become my salvation.

The stone that the builders rejected,
Has become the chief cornerstone.

By the Lord has this been done;
It is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 



•  7  •

Scripture                   Colossians 3: 1-4

A reading from Colossians.

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you 
also will be revealed with him in glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem                                 Hark, Ten Thousand Harps and Voices, by Craig Courtney

Gospel                                                    Luke 24: 1-12

A reading from Luke.

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking 
the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the 
men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 
that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and 
on the third day rise again.’ Then they remembered his words, and returning 
from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women 
with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an 
idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went 
home, amazed at what had happened.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon                                 Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn                       #115, Come, Ye Faithful Raise, The Strain

Responding to the Good News

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (Debts/Debtors)

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory                        The Strife is O’er, arr. Arnold Sherman

Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
Let us pray. God of seekers and doubters, bless these gifts so that the 
world may know that you are always appearing. Bless our hands so that 
your love might appear in the work we share. Amen. Amen. 
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Sending in Mission

*Hymn of Sending                                    #118,  The Day of Resurrection!

*Children’s Time

During the fourth verse of the hymn, the children are invited to come to the 
front to prepare for the Easter Egg hunt.

*Choral Blessing     

*Benediction

*Postlude                                   Toccata (from Symphony V)  by Charles-Marie Widor
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Serving Today
Ushers
Tom Woodburn, Kathy Harris, Jack Reimers,
Kathy Reimers, Cliff Carlson, Michael Dyer, Alex Wandrey

Lector/Liturgist
Ben Churchill

Sound Tech
Bill Henning

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Interim Associate for Pastoral Care
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Pablo Gorin, Interim Organist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Callen Brown, Guest Musician, Trumpet
Erin Willhite, Director of Marketing and Communications
Angie Cleppe, Digital Publications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Evan Thornton, Nursery Coordinator
Wendy Simmon, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians


