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First Congregational UCC 

First Friday |  April 7th
Our First Friday for April will be 
at Joe’s Grille on River Drive in 
Moline. Last year was a huge 
success so we are excited for this 
year. Come enjoy assorted 
pizzas, pasta and Joegurt for 
dessert! There will be a $10 
charge for dinner and dessert, 
cash bar will be available. Meet 
us in the back of the restaurant at 
6pm (the barrel room) for a great evening. 
Childcare will be available in the FCC Nursery 5:45-9 p.m. 
RSVP to the church office, office@fccmoline.org or 309-762-0787.

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday, 6 p.m. Worship

Good Friday, 6 p.m. Worship

Easter Sunday
Worship, 10 a.m. 

Fellowship, 11 a.m.
Mimosas, strawberries, and photo booth!

All children are invited to 
participate in an egg hunt.



Pastoralia

People often visit a church’s website before visit-
ing the church building.  A website presents a pic-
ture of who we are and tells the story of what is 
important to us.  We created our website with this 
audience in mind: people “browsing” our website 
looking for a church that fits their sense of what a 
church should be.

Our website includes three sections designed to 
help us tell this story--Claimed, Committed, and 
Real. This month, I’d like to share the story 
behind Committed.

The word commit enters English in the 14th 
century, deriving from Latin:  com- “together” 
 + mittere “to put, send.”  Mission is a close 
synonym; our commitments are our mission. 
What matters most to us--those things to which 
we are committed--bring us together and obligate 
us to action.  

From the beginning, conveying our sense of 
mission was at the very heart of the story we 
wanted to tell with our website, but the word 
mission, through overuse, no longer contains 
the meaning it used to convey.  Every success-
ful business and university and museum has a 
“mission” statement.  And our understanding of 
mission differs from those churches that under-
stand mission as “winning souls for Christ.”  For 
us, mission is more than a unifying statement of 
purpose; mission requires more than intellectual 
or emotional assent to theological ideas.  

Mission obligates us to undertake actions demon-
strating the dignity and worth of human souls in 
light of God’s love.  It may come as no surprise 
that when we act on our obligations, we have a 
lot of fun together, and our joy shines in such a 
way that reveals the love of God we aim to share

When we looked through the photos of our 
congregation, we saw this love shining through 
in our Mobile Food Pantry, our Thanksgiving 
Basket program, in our children as they shopped 
for our Christmas Giving Tree, in the bright smiles 
all of those who participated in our Winter Relief 
for Refugees.  And through the year, our commit-
ments were also expressed through generous 
contributions for significant needs: last year a 
$6,500 offering was given for flood relief in 
Louisiana.

We chose to put COMMITTED at the center of 
our website because it is the heart of our congre-
gation.  We want the world to see that our great-
est joy is to do what God calls us to do, which is 
elemental and clear and simple:

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
   and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
   and to walk humbly with your God? 

--Micah 6:8

Peace,
Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon
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Book Group     
This coming month we will be 
finishing up our very engaging book, 
The Battle for God, on the rise of
fundamentalism in Christianity, 
Judaism, and Islam and how that has 
shaped the world we live in.  
The fourth Wednesday, April 26, we 
will be watching the video The Shack, 
based on the book of the same name 
which was one of the first books that 
the Book Group read.  The movie is 
a very touching story of life, love, and 
forgiveness, and stars Oscar winner 
Octavia Spencer.  Of course, the 
movie is always open to anyone who 
wants to come and watch with us at 
12:30.  Then starting in May we will turn once again to reading a novel, A Man Called Ove, an inter-
national bestseller about an angry old curmudgeon who has given up on life until he meets a young 
chatty couple who provoke his crusty exterior and reveal his inner story.  Please, come and enjoy the 
book with us.

Vacation Bible School 
Registration is open for this year’s Maker Fun Factory 
VBS! June 12th-16th from 9 a.m. to noon our children 
will become hands-on inventors who discover they’re 
lovingly crafted by God. 

Ages 3 years old to 6th grade are invited as 
participants, while older youth are encouraged to join 
in the fun as “Junior Counselors.” Our volunteers help 
to make VBS such a successful program.  
Please contact Becca Peterson (becca@fccmoline.org) 
to be a part of the VBS fun!

To sign-up, visit fccmoline.org/grow/vaction-bible-school 
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Youth Group 
Spring Clean Teams
On Saturday, April 8th the Youth Group will 
assemble into “Spring Clean Teams” and work at the 
outdoor spaces of the highest bidders! Silent bidding has 
began by calling the church office and a live auction for 
the remaining teams will be held during Fellowship on 
April 2nd. This was a great service project for our Youth
last year, and we hope it is again this year. Please
consider bidding or donating to the Youth Group Spring 
Mission Project! All proceeds go towards a Kids Against Hunger packing event.

Family Yoga Night
Wednesday, April 19th

6 p.m.

Courtney Miller will be leading a Family Yoga 
Night for all ages in Fellowship Hall. 

Kids Against Hunger
Our next packing event will be held in May. 
Stay tuned for more information on how you 

can help pack 5,000 meals to send to 
malnourished children around the world.
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Women’s Connection
Although the days are getting longer and Daylight Savings Time is here, the Women’s 
Connection lantern is still illuminating our way. 
 

Approximately 45 members and friends enjoyed THIS OLD 
HOUSE - What is it? - March 15th with a simple meal of sloppy 
joes, chips and desserts.  After dinner, everyone was entertained 
with the knowledge of of unusual tools owned by Jim Moorhusen, 
Steve Schippers, Bruce Wood and Bill Keller.  Guesses included 
a wood zester, melon baller, King Kong’s fitbit, and a soprano’s 
horn bite.  But various tools were actually a PV, shingle remover, 
contour gauge and hog ring clincher to name a few.  This evening 
was presented as a Women’s Connection thank you to the FCC men for all their help over the years. 

The Women’s Connection Board is looking forward to the upcoming Tulip Luncheon and Silent Auc-
tion on April 29th.  Watch the picture frames stationed around the church and the beautiful posters 
announcing this yearly event.  Sign up sheets are available in the Son Cafe and in the Narthex of the 
church.  A style show titled, “Suit Yourself” will be presented.  Contact Mary Mahar, 762-3545, if you 
have an unusual suit you are willing to loan for the style show. The Silent Auction, this year, will be 
accepting the first 200 items.  As of April 1st your donations are being accepted in the church office.  
The monies raised from the auction sale funds the Women’s Connection programming for the 
upcoming year.  So . . . as you are doing your spring cleaning, think of donating those good condition 
items for the  auction. 

The Women’s Connection Board: 
Jeanne Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie King, Ginny Larsen, Mary Mahar, Ann Millman,

Marcia Renaud, Leanne Satterthwaite, and Carole Smith, Chairman



Cafe Corner 
The Masters
It is that time again when the first major of the year is upon us.  As an 
avid golfer, it is the most enjoyable and thrilling event on the annual golf 
calendar.  There are only a couple of courses I have ever seen where 
the natural landscape lends itself as a golf course before any kind of 
construction.  Augusta National is one of them.  Pebble Beach is the 
other. 

Most of us will never get a chance to visit Augusta National let alone 
play it, but there are many wonderful qualities surrounding the event 
unlike no others.  For instance, last I heard, you can enjoy a Virginia 
cured smokehouse ham sandwich for about $2.50.  If you place a chair 

at a spot on the course for spectators and leave it for any reason, when you come back, it will still 
be there undisturbed.  The spectators are the most knowledgeable and well-behaved of any of the 
tour stops.  You may apply for tickets to the Masters and they are only available if those who are 
already on the list do not re-apply for the following year on a first come first serve basis.   I   have 
a friend who has waited thirty years for his tickets and is still waiting!  Television broadcasting of 
the Masters has less commercial interruptions than any other televised tournament. 

Golf is a lifelong sport and can still be played while most others fall by the wayside.  It is a chance 
to be outdoors and to enjoy nature.  An opportunity to walk and get good exercise.  If you don’t 
believe me, ask Bob Miller, my golfing friend and walking ninja.  He is a golfing “iron man” and it is 
hard to keep up with him.  You don’t want to play bingo bango bongo with the guy either. 

Some of my best memories are a result of golf.  Some of my greatest achievements and best 
friends including my wife are due to the game.  I am not alone.  Please find below some
interesting tidbits about the game and the tournament.  

• Bob Jones and Clifford Roberts were the masterminds behind the Masters, which was first 
staged in 1934. It was called the Augusta National Invitational for the first five years. (masters.org) 

• Avid golfer Dwight ‘Ike’ Eisenhower is the only US president to have been a club member at 
Augusta National. Ike’s Pond occupies three acres near hole No.9 on the par-three course and is 
the site of the traditional par-three contest on Wednesday of Masters week. (masters.org) 

• “They throw their clubs backwards, and that’s wrong. You should always throw a club ahead of 
you so that you don’t have to walk any extra distance to get it. - Tommy Bolt

• “I’ll shoot my age if I have to live to be 105.” - Bob Hope 

• “Golf is a game in which you yell “fore,” shoot six, and write down five.” ~Paul Harvey 

• “One thing about golf is you don’t know why you play bad and why you play good.” - George 
Archer 

• “The only time my prayers are never answered is on the golf course.” - Billy Graham 

If you have any good golf stories for me, I want to hear them….maybe over a cuppajoe.

Fairways and greens, 

Wes



Adult Forum
Fellowship Hall, 9am

April 2nd
Ametra Carroll, Community Caring Conference in 
Rock Island

April 9th
TBD

April 16th
No Adult Forum, Easter Sunday

April 23rd 
Lisa Killenger, Islamic Center of the QC

April 30th
Pastor Craig, FCC Temple Talk

FCC Spring Clean
Last April, members from the Spiritual 
Engagement committee took on a three day, 
herculean job of cleaning the attic. Within the 
church, we will soon begin another deep cleaning 
project with the faith that volunteers will not need 
this much protection! 

Pictured here are Cliff Carlson, Michael Dyer, 
Nancy Keller and Ron Smith

Youth Group Fun
The Youth Group had a slimy, sticky, and 

hilarious night in March.
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Mission Trip to Chiapas
When we went to Chiapas, Mexico, we took an Epson projector for a gift.

• We knew they needed this.

• Electronics are less expensive in the US than Mexico.

• This was an appropriate “thank you” gift for the arrangements they were making for us.

• It was easy to acquire through the church.

-Pastor Michael Swartz

Thank you letter:

May the favor of God always be with you. 

On March 08, 2017, we received a donation of a new projector, EPSON Powerlite 1771W, that will be 
essential and useful for the work that is done in our communities here in Chiapas.

We are very, very grateful to the Pastor, Rev. Michael Swartz, and to the Church that, through him, 
sent us thes projector as a gift. We ask that God bless your ministry, and that the gift we received may 
be used for many years to serve the people who need it most.

God bless you.

Sincerely,

Pastor Ernesto Martin Guerrero Zavala
General Coordinator Institute for Intercultural Studies and Investigation



Remembering Nicole
Several years ago, I had the privilege to interview Nicole Smith and compose a human interest article 
for the church newsletter.  As we continue to mourn her loss and recognize the second anniversary of  
her passing on April 2nd,  it was thought that perhaps the re-submission of Nicole’s story may provide 
us some comfort and solace.

We miss you and love you Nicole.

Wes Llewellyn

Tell Us Your Story
Nicole Smith

Born in Dubuque, Iowa, Nicole and her family moved to Moline when she 
was in third grade.  As most us know, Nicole is the daughter of Laura and 
Bob Miller.  Nicole was eight when Bob was called to his pastoral duties at 
FCC.  She has a younger sister Courtney and three older siblings, Mike, 
Ann and Pete.

Nicole went through the Moline School Systems where she went to Roo-
sevelt Elementary, Wilson Jr. High and MHS.  During high school, she 
became involved with cheerleading and earned a position on the squad.  
She also was involved with dance and performed with the The Contempo-
raries who still participate in half-time festivities for both the football and 
basketball teams.  In addition to those activities, Nicole served on student 
council her junior and senior years.

When graduating from high school, Nicole enrolled as an elementary ed-
ucation major at WIU.  She also fell in love with her high school sweetheart and now husband, Josh. 
Josh ultimately won out as to who was going to see more of her between him and college. After three 
years at Western, Nicole went packing and left Macomb to get closer to home and her soon-to-be 
husband. Meanwhile, Josh enrolled in electrician school and has been a proud member of the IBEW 
ever since.

A couple of things you may not realize about Nicole are: one, she is kind of a techie and secondly she 
can be a bit shy at times. It should therefore not come as a surprise that Nicole went on to graduate in 
IT at Commonwealth Business College when she moved back home. 

After a little bit of an on again/off again relationship with Josh, (mainly ON) they were married in 2003.  
They wed at FCC and presiding over the nuptials was none other than her father Bob, wherein that 
became his last official act as the church’s pastor.

Then it was time to get busy starting and raising a family. While Nicole did have several jobs along the 
way, her top priority became her husband and her children. It still is but was even more so than. She 
stayed at home to tend to family matters.
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Now that their two children (Mackenzie 7 and Cameron 5) have gotten a little older, Nicole feels that 
she may start to have some additional time to pursue other interests. She has taken up running trying 
to pay a little more attention to fitness. She also has taken on employment, mainly so she can spend 
a bit more time with her kids at Bicentennial Elementary School, where they both are enrolled.  

Nicole works as a teacher’s aide and also assists with lunchroom duties. On top of those responsibil-
ities, she is currently PTA president and serves on the board of the Tri City Motorcycle Club, an orga-
nization her entire family is involved in.

As you may well imagine, FCC has played a huge role in Nicole’s life, ever since the third grade.  She 
has always felt a part of the church.  Currently, she teaches Pre K Sunday School, is part of the YMA 
renovation team and delivers the Early Word message when the occasion arises.

What resonates most with Nicole and her place of worship is her church family. During some of life’s 
more challenging and difficult times, friends have been there to provide warmth and comfort. She has 
stated that throughout all the years and all the changes, that beacon of support has remained con-
stant. It pretty much goes without saying that your church feels the same way about you.

Written by: Wes Llewellyn, November 2013



Financial Summery - February 2017

• February pledge income was $2,211 under budget.
• February had some low attendance Sundays that may have caused income numbers to be down 

a bit. The beginning of March is looking great though!
• At this time last year we had received 16.3% of pledged income for the year. This year we have 

received 13.4%. The average of the past 5 years is right around 13% received by the end of Feb-
ruary.

•  Total Receipts for the year are under budget by $3,458.
• Expenses were right where I expected them to be for the month. This included our annual pay-

ment for the One Call program.
• Tired of writing checks or hoping you have cash with you for your pledge? Then you can sign up 

for our auto deposit program! Your pledge will be automatically withdrawn from your bank account 
once or twice per month. You can cancel at any time.

• Thank you for continuing to use the Amazon Smile program. We are currently receiving about $20 
per quarter now!

 
Submitted by:
Sara Otta, Financial Manager
sarao@fccmoline.org 
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Easter Lilies
Lilies will adorn the sanctuary on Easter morning. If you would like a lily 
in memory of a loved one, please fill out this form and return to the office.
A $10 donation is requested. Orders due by April 10th.

In loving memory of:

Given by:
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