
First Congregational UCC
Gathered to Share God’S Love

FebrUary 12, 2017
sixth sUnday aFter epiphany



Today 
from the life  
of the church

Please silence cell phones upon entering the sanctuary.

Children in Worship 
Infants and children bring life to our worship and are 
always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for children are 
located at the back of the church: teal bags for 2-5 years, 
navy blue for 6-10 years. 

Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning learning is 
offered during the 9 o’clock hour. FCC is committed to the 
faith formation of all, so join us for weekly Sunday School 
in the Christian Education wing located on the lower level.

Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the Son Cafe 
after worship. Today’s menu: Donuts, coffee, juice. Good 
coffee and even better conversation is always on the menu!

Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or by 
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!

Resources 
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and hearing 
amplifiers.

Getting connected 
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of your 
attendance.

Welcome
Are You Looking For God?
Edmund A. Steimle (1907-1988)

Someone has written that the 
Christian religion is a “storm in a 
golden frame.” It occurs to me that 
the figure ought to be reversed. The 
storm is not at the center. The storm 
develops around the edges where 
God and his will come into contact 
with human life. The cross is the 
stormy reminder of what happens 
when God invades human life.

When a weather front of clear, 
cold, refreshing air moves down 
from Canada and hits a mass of 
hot, humid, stagnant air, storms 
develop along the edge of the 
cold front, often with lightning, 
thunder, and torrential rains. Even 
so does God’s invasion of our world 
develop storms as it advances into 
the human scene. And insofar as 
you and I become in some measure 
agents or ambassadors of  God in 
the world, we can expect a stormy 
time of it. If it does not bring actual 
physical suffering, as was the lot of 
Christ and Paul and so many of our 
contemporaries..., it will at the very 
least bring a tortured conscience 
and increased sensitivity to the 
injustices done to others. A Christian 
cannot ever stand by and be a mere 
spectator to human suffering and 
misery without becoming more 
than a spectator, without entering 
in some degree into the misery and 
suffering himself doing whatever 
may be done at the moment to 
alleviate some of it.
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Gathering of God’s People

Prelude                                                     Prelude in E-flat major by Alexandre Guilmant

Greeting and Welcome

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you.

*Call To Worship
 Happy are those who walk in God’s ways.

Blessed are those
who observe God’s commandments.

Faithful are those whose eyes are fixed
on justice.

Joyful are those
whose hearts are filled with compassion.

Come, let us love the Lord our God.
We come to worship the One
who leads us in the ways of life.

*Opening Prayer

Let us pray. Gracious and living God, we give you thanks for this day and 
for the promises you give us. Help us live each day in the fullness of those 
promises, that we might experience healing and wholeness all the days of 
our lives. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*Hymn                                                                        #417, Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

*Call to Confession
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*Prayer of Confession

Loving God,

we confess that we have turned away from your way
to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times
we have spoken or acted too quickly;
we have not spoken or acted at all;
we have hurt those we have yet to know;
we have thought more about ourselves than others;
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 
so that we can live again as your children. Amen.

*Declaration of Forgiveness

Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together.
God’s love never runs out.
God never tires of calling us beloved children.
Hear God say to you now:
Your sins are forgiven,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen. Amen.

*Song of Praise     Gloria            



•  5  •

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Cherub Choir                I Have Decided

Children’s Time                      Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture                                                             Deuteronomy 30: 15-20

A reading from Deuteronomy.

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If 
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding 
you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing 
his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become 
numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are 
entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are 
led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today 
that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing 
the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your 
God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and 
length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to 
your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 119: 1-8                                                              

Happy are they whose way is blameless,
who follow the teaching of the Lord!

Happy are they who observe your decrees
and seek you with all their hearts,

who never do any wrong,
but always walk in your ways.

You laid down your commandments,
that we should fully keep them.

Oh, that my ways were made so direct
that I might keep your statutes!

Then I should not be put to shame,
when I regard all your commandments.

I will thank you with a true heart,
when I have learned your righteous judgments.

I will keep your statutes;
do not utterly forsake me.
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Reading                                    1 Corinthians 3: 1-9

A reading from First Corinthians.

And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but 
rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid 
food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, for 
you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarrelling among 
you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? For 
when one says, ‘I belong to Paul’, and another, ‘I belong to Apollos’, are you not 
merely human?

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to 
believe, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters 
have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of 
each. For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s 
building.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem                                                                                    Song Of My Soul,  by Stan Pethel
                                                              Chancel Choir and Children’s Choir



•  9  •

*Gospel                                              Matthew 5: 21-37

A reading from Matthew.

“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not murder”; 
and “whoever murders shall be liable to judgement.” But I say to you that if you 
are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgement; and if you insult 
a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, “You fool”, you 
will be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if 
you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your 
gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and 
then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you 
are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, 
and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, 
you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.

“You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it 
away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to 
be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw 
it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body 
to go into hell.

“It was also said, “Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce.” But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground 
of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery.

“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not 
swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.” But I say to you, 
Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, 
for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do 
not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let your 
word be “Yes, Yes” or “No, No”; anything more than this comes from the evil one.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon                                   Rev. Criag Jan-McMahon

*Hymn                                                                        #316, Breathe On Me, Breath of God

Responding to the Good News

Pastoral Prayer                 

Offering Our Gifts

Invitation

Offertory                                                            Adagio (from Sonata VI) by A. Guilmant

*Doxology

Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission

*Hymn of Sending                                    #430, Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!

*Blessing

*Benediction

*Postlude                                                                         March in F major by A. Guilmant

Th e altar fl owers are given to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Janice Louise McCune

Given by Allyn C. McCune
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Serving Today
Ushers
Josh Dyer, Alex Wandrey, Carol Reese, Mary Lou Carlson

Lector/Liturgist
Mary Newcomb

First Congregational UCC Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Interim Associate for Pastoral Care
Maureen Holmes, Music Coordinator and Chancel Choir Director
Pablo Gorin, Interim Organist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Erin Willhite, Director of Marketing and Communications
Angie Cleppe, Online Publications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Evan Thornton, Office Assistant and Nursery Coordinator
Wendy Simmon, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians


