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First Friday | March �  
The Svithiod Club, 1522 6th Avenue  Moline

Dinner served at 6-7 p.m.
Sloppy joe’s, cheesy potatoes, veggie and fruit trays,

chips and salsa, and a variety of desserts. 

Karaoke 7-10 p.m.

Bring your singing voice or just come to enjoy great food
and even better conversations.

$10 per person

Childcare available 5:45 - 9 in the FCC Nursery

Pay in advance in the church offi  ce or pay at the door.

Now accepting credit cards!

RSVP by calling the church offi  ce, 762-0787
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First Congregational UCC 

Quad City Brass Concert
Sunday, March 12th 

A free concert will be held at FCC on Sunday, March 12th at 
2:30pm. Come enjoy this wonderful group of musicians in our 
sanctuary. Friends are always welcome!

Visit their Facebook page! 

https://www.facebook.com/quadcitybrassquintet/

A free concert will be held at FCC on Sunday, March 12th at 



Pastoralia

People often visit a church’s website before visit-
ing the church building.  A website presents a pic-
ture of who we are and tells the story of what is 
important to us.  We created our website with this 
audience in mind, people “browsing” our website 
looking for a church that fi ts their sense of what a 
church should be.

Our website includes three sections designed to 
help us tell this story--Claimed, Called, and Real. 
In the next three issues of Pastoralia, I will tell the 
story of these three sections.

Several years ago, I was talking to friends who 
adopted two children from India. They told me 
that their experience of adopting their daugh-
ters had shaped their understanding of baptism, 
“When God says, ‘This is  my Son, the Beloved. 
With you I am well-pleased,’ it sounds to us as if 
God is adopting Jesus.”

Several years later, I was listening to a podcast. 
A woman was telling the story of the early days of 
adoption in the United States, of how the process 
of adoption developed over time. Early on, adop-
tion was seen as a lesser thing, a consolation of 
last resort for those who could not have a child 
“naturally,” as if adoption were unnatural.  As 
she began talking with parents who had adopt-
ed children, she began to use the word claim to 

describe the kind of love and devotion between 
adoptive parents and children.  There were sto-
ries of prospective adoptive parents meeting 
children and of a specifi c child claiming parents; 
likewise, there were stories of parents seeing a 
child and claiming the child as their own. Choice 
is involved: volution.  In adoption, love is an  
intentional choice, a mutual claiming that binds 
parent and child forever.

There is that moment when we baptize a child 
when, together with all of our children, I lead the  
grand promenade to introduce the baptized to the 
congregation. In these moments I see claiming 
love. The congregation claims the child, and the 
child claims the congregation.  When we say to-
gether, “We promise our love, support, and care,” 
these words are a contract of adoption, a sacred 
commitment, a holy obligation.  

When guests visit our website, they will see a 
congregation claimed by God’s love, a congrega-
tion claiming others through the love of God we 
share with them.

Peace,
Pastor Craig Jan-McMahon

2



3

Peterson Memorial Scholarship 2017
Applications for the Peterson Memorial Scholarship are now available for the 2017-2018 school 
year!  You may obtain an application in the church offi  ce or email Audra Bailey 
(audra.bailey@fccmoline.org) for an electronic copy. Applications are due March 6th.

Book Group     
FCC Book Group Continues Studying 
Karen Armstrong’s Work

You are not too late to join us for the reading and discussion of 
The Battle For God: A History of Fundamentalism by Karen 
Armstrong. Many of us have been traveling or otherwise 
occupied and are fi nally really getting into the book! 
Ms. Armstrong wrote this book in 2000 and then wrote a new 
preface in 2001 after 9/11.  It is an intriguing book and amazingly 
researched and written.

Consider joining us in the Parlor on Wednesdays from 
12:30 - 2:30 pm. It’s a great way to get out of the house for a 
while and exercise your body and brain. We welcome anyone 
interested in coming.

Most likely this book will fi ll our Wednesday discussion sessions 
for the entire month of March.
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A Matter of Balance
An award winning program to help older adults manage falls and 
increase activity level will be off ered in the Son Cafe. The class will 
meet each Tuesday in the Son Cafe 9:30-11:30. We have had a great 
response for the Matter of Balance Course which will begin March 7th 
in the Son Cafe. It is now fi lled with a waiting list. However, please call 
the church offi  ce, 762-0787, if you are interested in the course. We 
will consider scheduling it again or see that you are informed about 
other locations where it is off ered. 

Youth Group
Saturday, March 11th from 6-8pm Youth 
Group will gather in the Mitchell Youth 
room for games, dinner and a fun time 
together. Let Becca know if your Youth is 
able to attend, as always friends are 
welcome!

Youth Group 
Spring Clean Teams
On Saturday, April 8th the Youth Group will assemble 
into “Spring Clean Teams” and work at the outdoor 
spaces of the highest bidders! Online bidding for “Spring 
Clean Teams” will open soon at fccmoline.org and a 
live auction for the remaining teams will be held during 
Fellowship on April 2nd. This was a great service project 
for our Youth last year, and we hope it is again this year.
Please consider bidding or donating to the Youth Group 
Spring Mission Project! All proceeds go towards the 
Youth Group’s chosen charity. 

Save the Date!
VBS June 12th-16th
Don’t miss Maker Fun Factory VBS! More 
information to come.
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Women’s Connection
As tradition in the Spring, the Academy Awards are presented.  In preparation of this 
upcoming event, Sarah Mrock (and hubby Zach Newcomb) presented a viewing of a 
past award winning movie -- “Auntie Mame.”   Those in attendance on February 19th 
enjoyed popcorn and beverages as we viewed this comedy starring Rosalind Rus-
sell.  Being the offi  cial movie guru, Sarah also tested our knowledge of movie trivia.  

Boy, I am defi nitely not in the know!  Thank you again, Sarah and Zach, for providing a great time.

Now that the days are getting longer and the weather a bit warmer, my thoughts, along with many 
of you, are turning to the “sprucing up” of our homes and property.  “This Old House” is coming on 
March 15th.   Sloppy Joes...Enlightenment...and a few laughs!  On Wednesday, March 15th at 5:30 
in the Large dining room, Women’s Connection would like to honor the men of our church in gratitude 
for all their help serving and helping at our past teas and luncheons.  All church members and friends 
are invited to witness Jim Moorhusen, Steve Schippers, Bruce Wood and Bill Keller’s reprise of the 
TV show THIS OLD HOUSE - WHAT IS IT?  Put on your thinking caps to guess what their unusual 
tools, contraptions and thingamajigs are.  There’s no charge for the meal but reservations called into 
the offi  ce would be helpful.

We of the Women’s Connection Board are looking forward to Spring and the Tulip Luncheon and 
Silent Auction on April 29th.  Watch the picture frames stationed around the church and the beauti-
ful posters announcing this yearly event. The monies raised provide programming for the upcoming 
year.  So . . . as you are doing your spring cleaning, think of donating those good condition items for 
the auction.  The fi rst 200 items will be accepted after April 1st.  Keep watching the news for further 
information.

The Women’s Connection Board:

Jeanne Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie King, Ginny Larsen, Mary Mahar, Ann Millman,
Marcia Renaud, Leanne Satterthwaite, and Carole Smith, Chairman

“Suit Yourself” Style Show
The annual Women’s Connection Tulip Luncheon will feature a Style Show titled, 
“Suit Yourself”. Do you have a “going away” suit or a unique suit that we can 
borrow for the show on April 29th? Please contact Mary Mahar, 309,762-3545



Cafe Corner

Now that the  elections are behind us, I 
am feeling a limited sense of relief.  Those 
were turbulent emotional times trying to sort 
through all the rancor and ill-will which took its 
toll on the harmony and unity of our nation.  I 
am ready to put all that behind me and em-
bark on 2017 with a fresher and more optimis-
tic outlook on our nation’s future.

George H. W. Bush made a statement that 
still stays with me after all these years.  
During a speech he made a plea for a “kind-
er, gentler society.”  Wouldn’t that be nice?  It 
starts with us.  It isn’t too late to make some 
resolutions, and that is going to be one of 
mine.  Hold me to it, because I can use all the 
help I can get.

Below are some memorable quotes regarding 
same.  I hope these statements of kindness 
might work for us.  This means no food fi ghts 
at the café.  

• “No act of kindness is ever wasted.” – Aesop

·         “My religion is very simple. My religion 
is kindness.” – Dalai Lama

·         • “Always be a little kinder than neces-
sary.” – JM Barrie

·         • “A warm smile is the universal lan-
guage of kindness.” – William Arthur Ward

·         • “How beautiful a day can be when 
kindness touches it.” – George Elliston

·         “You cannot do a kindness too soon, for 
you never know how soon it will be too late.” 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson

·         “Kind words can be short and easy to 
speak but their echoes are truly endless.”

 – Mother Teresa

-Wes
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Health Promotion
UI Dental Dental Students Seeking 
Board Exams Patients
If it’s been awhile since you went to a dentist, you 
may qualify for free dental treatment at the UI 
College of Dentistry. The class of 2017 is seeking 
patients for the dental board exam on Thurs-
day, March 16, and Friday, March 17. To qualify, 
patients must have small cavities or gum disease 
and be in need of small fillings or a deep clean-
ing. Screenings at no charge (limited exam and 
X-rays) will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, March, 1, and March 8. Call 712-212-
5231 or email michael-kanellis@uiowa.edu to 
schedule your screening appointment.

Adult Forum
March 5th
Amy Rowell from World Relief will be joining us 
again at 9am in Fellowship Hall. She will talk 
about how the current development in the new 
administration has impacted their mission. We 
will be presenting World Relief with a check from 
our refugee fund.

Genesius Guild
A Murder in the Cathedral

The Genesius Guild is doing a rare off-season 
production with performances of T.S. Elliot’s 
verse drama Murder in the Cathedral. 
Performances will take place in five churches 
around the Quad Cities area, kicking off with a 
showing on Friday, March 10. We have the 
privledge of hosting a performance at FCC 
on March 18th at 7 p.m.

T.S. Eliot’s best-known and most performed 
play, Murder in the Cathedral dramatizes the 
assassination of Thomas à Becket, archbishop 
of Canterbury, in 1170 at the hands of four 
knights and at the bidding of King Henry II. The 
action occurs in December 1170, chronicling the 
days leading up to the martyrdom of Thomas 
Becket following his absence of seven years in 
France. Becket’s internal struggle is the main 
focus of the play.

Don Wooten will offer a lecture/discussion 
before the performance. He will touch on the 
major themes of the play and its relevance to 
contemporary society. He also will discuss how 
Murder in the Cathedral  fits into the tradition of 
classic theater dating to the Greek dramas. 
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