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We have long celebrated the Good Samaritan’s compassion and generosity.  Not 
only does he go out of his way to rescue the poor soul mugged and left for dead 
along the road, but he gladly pays the innkeeper to take care of him.   

It is now time to celebrate the compassion and generosity of our congregation.  
When a need arises or an opportunity to care for others is offered, our congrega-
tion responds with joy and gladness.  

This year, we hosted the River Bend Food Bank’s Mobile Food Pantry twice.  
One-hundred and five congregational members and friends joined in the effort, 
including many children who experienced the joy of giving and learned the need 
for it: altogether, we fed 354 families, 264 households, 872 individuals.

The success of the Mobile Food Pantry inspired us to host a new mission event 
just last week--Kids Against Hunger.  Sixty-five people young and old packed 
5,000 meals to feed hungry children across the world.  

This August, we watched as rain fell for eight days and the waters rose in Louisi-
ana and Mississippi, historic floods washing away homes and devastating fami-
lies.  Like the Good Samaritan, our Congregation responded  generously, contrib-
uting $7,328 to disaster relief for Louisiana and Mississippi.

The joy and goodness of this splendid generosity is visible in the ways our minis-
tries are thriving and our worship is soaring.  This summer, 89 children attended 
or helped in our Vacation Bible School.  Every week, our Sunday School echoes 
with the laughter and song of children, our Chancel Choir or Campenella Ring-
ers inspire us with music, and we sit down to a world-class Sunday Brunch.  And 
there is always something else going on—a First Friday’s River Bandits game or 
a Shindig on the river up in Cordova. 

When we see our people working together to feed the hungry, contributing money 
to flood victims, worshiping on Sundays, or getting together to have a good time, 
we have good reason to celebrate the faithful generosity and abiding compassion 
of our congregation.

Our Congregation commits to continue this good work next Sunday, October 
30th, as we pledge to support our ministries in 2017.  We look forward to 2017 
with hope and wonder, eager to celebrate our Congregation’s extraordinary gen-
erosity and compassion.

Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘Go and do the same.’

Peace, 
Pastor Craig
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Cafe Corner
Now that I am involved with coaching men’s golf at Black Hawk 
College, I have come to realize that most often times it isn’t about 
the swing or what you shoot....it is how you score in the game of 
life.  Lessons that you take with you and put to practice long after 
the days in the spotlight are over.

All that being said, I have a heightened appreciation for the pro-
fession and, with football season in full swing, I thought I would 
provide some quotes I dug up and wanted to share with you.  I 
hope you enjoy them.  A sense of humor also helps.

All the best,

Wes

“Gentlemen, it is better to have died a small boy than to fumble the football.”    
John Heisman

“I make my practices real hard because if a player is a quitter,
 I want him to quit in practice, not in a game.”    

Bear Bryant.  Alabama

“It isn’t necessary to see a good tackle, you can hear it!”  
Knute Rockne,  Notre Dame

“The man who complains about the way the ball bounces
is likely to be the one who dropped it.”   

 Lou Holtz.  Arkansas, Notre Dame

“When you win, nothing hurts.”
 Joe Namath, Alabama

“Motivation is simple. You eliminate those who are not motivated.”  
Lou Holtz again

“I never graduated from Iowa. But I was only there for two terms - Truman’s and Eisenhower’s.”    
Alex Karras,  Iowa

“My advice to defensive players is to take the shortest route to the ball,
and arrive in a bad humor.”    Bowden Wyatt, Tennessee



“I could have been a Rhodes Scholar except for my grades.” 
“Football is NOT a contact sport, it is a collision sport. Dancing IS a contact sport.” 

Duffy Dougherty, Michigan State

“Always remember Goliath was a 40 point favorite over David.”  
 Shug Jordan, Auburn

“I asked Darrell Royal, the coach of the Texas Longhorns, why he didn’t recruit me. “He said, “Well, 
Walt, we took a look at you, and you weren’t any good.”   

Walt Garrison, Oklahoma State

“Son, you’ve got a good engine, but your hands aren’t on the steering wheel.” 
Bobby Bowden, Florida State 

USC lost 51-0 to Notre Dame, his post-game message to his team was, “We didn’t tackle well today, 
but we made up for it by not blocking.” 

John McKay, USC

“If lessons are learned in defeat, our team is getting a great education.”   
Murray Warmath, Minnesota

“We are small, but we’re slow.”  
Coach Bill Burress

Rock Island High School and former principal of Moline High.



Women’s Connection
The Women’s Connection Lantern is lighting our way to the following events which 
we hope you will participate in . . .

The Roadshow
Have you found your antique?  Still not to late to “shop” your basement, garage or attic.  
The Roadshow is being held in conjunction with the Congregators’ meeting on Thursday, 
November 10th.  If you plan on attending, you need to do the following:      

• Make your reservation with Jan Bjurstrom 309.762.4603 or Don Shearer                          
309.496.3099 or email d23shearer@aol.com indicating if you are bringing a salad, vegetable 
or dessert.

• Bring your own table service + $4.00 per person to cover cost of en-tree.

• One antique per person

• Dinner is at 6:00 p.m.; program at 7:00.  You may come just for the appraisal portion of the    
program only.

College Care Packages

Have you given the office the name and address of your college
student?  If you would like them to receive a “Care Package”, please do so as soon as possible.  
Also, if your student will be home during the Thanksgiving holiday, please let the office know.  We will 
deliver the package instead of mailing it.

Reminder:  Donations are still needed and being accepted until November 21st. Cash donations are 
also welcome to help purchase more items.

Candy Cane Tea--December 3rd, 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Holiday time is just around the corner and it is time to start your 
baking.  Please remember the Tea will need donations of holi-
day cookies, and the Pantry will need baked items -- cookies, 
cakes, breads, rolls, jams, etc.  Donations need to be at the 
church on or before December 2nd.

The Women’s Connection Board:Jeanne Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie King, 
Ginny Larsen, Mary Mahar, Ann Millman, Marcia Renaud, 

Leanne Satterthwaite, and Carole Smith, Chairman



Christian Education
Youth Group Pie Baking

Back by popular demand….With many helpful hands, the 
Youth Group will be baking pumpkin pies to sell and raise 
money for the YG holiday mission project. We meet Saturday, 
November 12th from 5:00-7:30pm in the downstairs kitchen, 
please note the time change.  The following day, YG will sell 
the pumpkin pies during the Fellowship hour, with all proceeds 
will going towards the YG holiday mission project. Spread the 
word to your friends and let Becca know if you can make it!

Pies! Pies! Pies!

On Sunday, November 13th during the Fellowship hour, the Youth Group will be selling delicious    
holiday pies to raise funds for their holiday mission project. Please come prepared to support our 
Youth missions and get your holiday desserts ahead of schedule!

Thanksgiving Baskets

Please join us for our annual Thanksgiving Food Basket 
program on November 20th. We assemble 97 food baskets 
between 9-10am in Fellowship Hall and then distribute them 
after worship. Our Sunday Schoolers, Confirmands, and 
their families will join us. This year we partner for the first 
time with the  Salvation Army to help our neighbors: 20 food 
baskets will be given to our immediate neighbors.

December Save-the-dates

Advent Festival Sunday, December 4th

Christmas Caroling around FCC neighborhoods Wednesday, December 7th

There will be NO Sunday School Sunday, November 27th due to the Thanksgiving Holiday weekend. 
See you December 4th in the education wing!



Book Group
TWO MORE BOOKS ON OUR READING LIST THIS CALENDAR 
YEAR.....

For the month of November we will be reading Tony Jones’ Did God 
Kill Jesus? Searching for Love in History’s Most Famous Execution, 
copyright 2015.We started this book the last Wednesday of October. 
Wow! There are a lot of questions raised in the first few chapters; we 
are learning that each of us has many questions. So we will con-
tinue reading and discussing this book through Nov. 23. Mr. Jones 
will be speaking as part of the annual Faith & Life Series at St Paul          
Lutheran Church on Nov.13, 4 pm.; some of us will be attending that 
event with great interest!

Wednesday, Nov. 30, we will be seeing a movie. The title is to be 
determined. Stay tuned to the Bridge for information as it becomes 
available.

If you want to join us for an Advent journey, join us in December to 
read The First Christmas:  What the Gospels Really Teach About  
Jesus’s Birth by Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan. More about this in the next 
newsletter.  As always, you are invited to join us anytime. We meet each Wednesday from 
12:30 - 2:30 pm. Coffee and tea are available.

Mobile Food Pantry -- Thank  you!

A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the 
River Bend Mobile Food Pantry on Saturday, October 8.  
We had a beautiful day with over 50 volunteers on hand 
to unload the truck, register guests, unpack the food, 
manage the boxes, serve as wagon drivers or food 
distributors, manage the number system, direct people to 
restrooms, make and serve coffee, and of course clean 
up. River Bend reported there were 132 households 
and 436 individuals served. And on behalf of the church, 
Outreach and Mission Board also made a contribution to 
River Bend in the amount of $1000 to help with the cost 
of the event.  We look forward to next year when we will 
again sponsor one event in the fall. Hope to see returning 
and new faces there.

-Susi Llewellyn



Financial Summary -- September 2016

• September pledge income was $454 under budget. Pledge income year to date is over budget by 
$27,038!

• Total Receipts for the year are over budget by $17,540.

• 77% of pledge income for the year has been received as of the end of September. Keep those 
pledges coming in and we will hit and hopefully exceed our full year pledge income amount!

• Monthly expenses were right in line with what was expected.

• Expenses for the month included all the great items at Kick-Off Sunday to show off the new logo 
and the start of the new interior signs you will see around the building.

• We also purchased an ipad to make nursery check-in quick and easy.

• Overall, expenses are $41,117 under budget.  And year to date we have a net income of $35,736.

• As we start looking towards the new year, if you would like to receive a box of giving envelopes for 
2017 please contact me in the office.

• Have you started shopping for Christmas yet? When you do, don’t forget to use Amazon Smile for 
your online purchases so the church can receive a percentage of all your purchases.

• Simply log on to http://smile.amazon.com, search for First Congregational Church, and select us 
as your charity of choice. Or the direct link is: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2167069

• Your charity selection will be saved to your account so simply do your shopping through          
http://smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases directly to the church!

 
Submitted by:
Sara Otta, Financial Manager
sarao@fccmoline.org 


