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Gathered 
to Share 

God’s Love. 

Ashes to Ashes 

 
Karen Gullickson lives with her sister, Ruthie, in a little house behind, 
Gullickson Grocery Store, which has been closed for decades. If you were 
to Karen when the family store closed, she would tell you the date along 
with a complete history of the store and town, Keyeser, Wisconsin. 
 
Spring Prairie Lutheran Church is across the street from Karen’s 
house. The church was founded by Norwegian Lutherans, who were 
dairy farmers and tobacco growers back when tobacco was a govern-
ment subsidized cash crop like corn and soybeans are today.   
 
If you opened Karen’s front door and walk across the street in a straight 
line, you would find yourself in the parking space marked by a sign, 
“Reserved for Pastor.” This was my parking spot-Spring Prairie Lutheran 
Church was my first congregation. 
 
I went to Spring Prairie Lutheran Church knowing nothing about Luther-
anism, to serve as an Interim Pastor following a Pastor who had hurt the 
congregation in ways that are all too familiar to church goers. The pastor 
who preceded him, Pr. Rolf Olsen, had served Spring Prairie  faithfully for 
38 years, so the congregation soon recovered from the shenanigans of 
the Pastor I succeeded. The resilience of the congregation grew from the 
deep roots of relationships of a community cultivated over time by work-
ing together, by cooperating and sharing farm machinery, by helping one 
another chop and spear tobacco, by celebrating the end of growing sea-
sons, and by going to church. 
 
The story of these relationships is told in the cemetery, which surrounds 
Spring Prairie Lutheran Church, and Karen has long tended this cemetery 
and curated its stories. She has maps for every plot and knows the story 
of every family member buried there, stories which grow from the 
Keyeser soil of Norwegian Lutheran relationships. 
 
Funeral services at Spring Prairie Lutheran Church conclude with a con-
gregational procession to the graveside, bells tolling, led by the Pastor, 
robes flowing in the prairie breeze.   
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Ashes to Ashes continued from page 1 
 
Karen taught me about funeral processions at Spring Prairie. The very first funeral I officiated over was 
for Esther Gilbertson, the matriarch of Gilbertson Grocery Store, which is across the street from Gullick-
son Grocery store. Karen would gladly tell you the complicated story of these two grocery stores. 
 
I asked Karen to walk me through how Pr. Rolf led the funeral procession and conducted the committal 
service at the graveside. She told me that Pr. Rolf, while saying “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust,” made the 
sign of the cross on the casket with soil from the graveside. 
 
I began to understand the beauty of soil at Spring Prairie. The Norwegians moved to Keyeser because it 
looked like home and because of the soil--fertile, black loam left by glaciers plowing across Wisconsin 
eons ago, soil that was fed for millennia by prairie grasses. The sign of the cross inscribed with that rich 
soil traced not only generations of relationships: it connected souls to ages and eons of time that created 
it. 
 
For the year that I served at Spring Prairie Lutheran, I carried a small container of Spring Prairie soil in my 
robe pocket, and I followed the 38 year custom established by Pr. Rolf Olsen--”ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust.”   
 
When my year at serving at Spring Prairie Lutheran Church ended, Karen gave me a gift: a tin box with a 
bag of that beautiful soil. The tin now sits in my study in a cabinet that once belonged to John Deere.   
 
Each time I officiate a funeral, I open the tin to fill a small container with Spring Prairie soil. The last time I 
opened the tin was to celebrate the life of Belinda Johnson, and I found that the soil Karen gave me is 
nearly exhausted.   
 
It is time now for me to find some soil along the Mississippi River to refill the tin. 
 
I am thankful for Karen Gullickson and the good people of Spring Prairie Lutheran Church; it was a pro-
found honor to serve as Pastor in Keyeser, Wisconsin, and as I begin serving as Pastor and Teacher of 
First Congregational UCC, Moline, Illinois, I can only hope to be as faithful as was Pr. Rolf Olsen. I  believe 
this faithfulness is about finding the soil of this place. 
 
It is a profound and humbling honor to be officially called by this congregation. We do not know how 
many years we will be given to walk upon this earth, nor how long we will be given to serve God togeth-
er, but we can be sure of the soil. In a church that remembers John Deere and the plow he created to 
prepare the earth for planting, we now look forward to planting seeds and growing together.   
 
At the graveside in the years ahead, as I trace the sign of the cross 
with the soil of this place, I will remember Karen Gullickson and 
Spring Prairie Lutheran Church, and I will pray that we will faithful-
ly tend and care for the soil we have been given by God to grow 
something beautiful and lasting. 
 
-Pr. Craig 
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Book Group 

Summer Reading  
Selections Are Just 
Around the Corner 
 

FCC Book Group continues to 
read and discuss Capital 
Dames by Cokie Roberts 
through May 4. Movie day will 
be on May 11, with title to be 
decided. 
 
May 18 - June 22 we will be 
reading The Lemon Tree: An 
Arab, A Jew, and the Heart of 
The Middle East by Sandy To-
lan, 2006, a non-fiction 
book. Time editor Tony Karon 
says "literally the single book 
I'd recommend to anyone 
seeking to understand why 
the conflict remains unre-
solved, and why it continues 
to dominate the region". 
 
Another comment on the 
book cover: "Mr. Tolan brings 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
down to its most human level, 
suggesting that even amid the 
bleakest political realities 
there exist stories of hope 
and reconciliation." We will 
also be watching the movie, 
The Lemon Tree, later in June. 
 
Come join us for some excel-
lent reading and loads of 
great discussion. We meet 
Wednesdays in the Parlor 
from 12:30 - 2:30 pm.  

First Friday 

Greetings friends: 
 
The next FF is the day after Cinco de Mayo, so what better place 
to celebrate First Friday than at a Mexican restaurant. La Flama 
in downtown Moline (5th Ave) to be exact. 

Due to how busy they are on Fridays let alone the Friday closest 
to that holiday, we have worked out an arrangement with the 
management to offer us a private room. (Up the ramp on the 
right as you enter through the front). They will provide a two 
meat taco bar, beans, rice, lettuce, tomatoes, sour cream and 
guacamole. Chips and salsa will also be provided. Cost for this is 
$10 per person. 
 
In addition, there will be a drink station with pitchers of marga-
ritas, pop, and Pacifico beer. The cost for the drink station is $5 
per person. 
 
The total cost per person is $15 for both or $10 if you just want 
the food buffet. Or $5 if you just want the drink station. You can 
either pay online through Erin and the church or pay me in cash 
or check on the 6. 
 
Due to size restraints, this event is limited to the first 60 people, 
so you will need to RSVP with us once you decide if you wish to 
attend. Also, indicate if you will need childcare which is provided 
through the church. 
 
I feel extremely fortunate that the good folks at La Flama are 
able to accommodate our group. It promises to be a good 
time.  Come join your church friends on the 6th of May. 
 
Bueno, 
Wes 
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Registration is open for this year’s over-the-top underground ad-
venture VBS: Cave Quest! June 6-10 from 9 am to noon our chil-
dren will explore the rock-solid foundation of God’s love, a love 
that takes us through life’s dark times. Ages 3 years old to 6th 
grade are invited as participants, while older youth are encouraged 
to join in the fun as “Junior Counselors.” Go to fccmoline.org to 
register! June 6-10 from 9 am to noon 

Vacation Bible School 

Easter Season culminates on Pentecost Sunday, when we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spir-
it. It’s fitting that we also celebrate Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday. We pray not only the Holy 
Spirit will bless our Confirmands, but that we will be open to how the Spirit will work through 
them to renew the church as we seek to share God’s love with our neighbors. 
 
Our paraments change to fiery, Pentecost red; the congregation is invited to wear red to cele-
brate and encourage our three Confirmands: Claire Eaton, Thomas McCormick, and Matt Hill. 

Confirmation Sunday: May 15 

Youth Group Spring Mission Clean-up 
Thank you to Phil Koenig and Mary Cox , Emilia 
and Brad Deem, Bill and Nancy Keller for placing 
bids on our youth clean-up teams! 

Though we suffered through a cold spell to end April, our church calendar tells us that summer is 
soon to arrive. At the end of May, our regular, Sunday Brunch will be on recess to give our world-
class kitchen crew time away to renew and restore over the summer so they will be at full strength 
come fall.  
 
During this summer recess, there will be special, monthly fellowship celebrations: 

June 12: Cordova Shindig 

July (TBA): Bix Sunday 

August (TBA): Super Club Celebration 
 

In addition, from June through August, Children’s time will be led by volunteers from the congrega-
tion rather than by our Pastors.   

Summer Recess 
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Women’s Connection 

As we enter May, the trees and lawns are filling out in a beautiful 
lush green accented by flowers bursting with color and life every-
where. We can now walk with our lantern on gorgeous sunrise 
mornings or cool sunset evenings. Either way, we are enjoying our 
journey through life with God’s nature in full bloom. 

This month, the Women’s Connection is thrilled to present two op-
portunities for nurturing your friendships…… 

May 7 is the date this 
year for the Tiny Tulip 
Luncheon, the annual 
Women’s Connection 
spring event at First Con-
gregational Church. The 
dining rooms will be alive 
with color, tiny miniature 
displays, excitement and 

activity. All those attending will be charmed by Ellie Klingbiel’s pro-
gram on Miniatures in addition to the annual Silent Auction. Be sure 
to contact the church office or sign up at various places around the 
church to make your reservation. You won’t want to miss this event 
which is open to all women of FCC and their guests, but reservations 
are needed. 

The deadline is also closing in for the submittal of items for the Silent 
Auction, FCC Women’s Connection annual fundraiser held during the 
Tiny Tulip Luncheon. All items must be to the church office by May 
4. Sample donations in past years have included dishes, jewelry, pic-
tures, purses, housewares, etc. Please include your name with your 
donated item, and contact Nancy Keller if you have any questions. If 
you want to have a minimum bid on an auction item you donated, 
contact Nancy Keller before May 4. 

May 18 the Place to Be at First Congregational Church. Once again, 
Women’s Connection is thrilled to be working with Family Ministry 
for another fun program. The evening starts with a light supper at 
5:30 pm followed by a program entitled “Art by You”. France Mahar 
Driscal will be the teacher as we all learn during this hands-on activi-
ty. We may have a Rembrandt right in our church and not even know 
it, so grab your palette and join in the fun!     
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Thank you! 

Linda Shearer and her entire 
volunteer team who set-up, 
baked or served the funeral 
luncheon for Belinda John-
son on March 18, 2016. This 
ministry team quietly works 
to make a very sad time inti-
mate and special for the fam-
ily and friends of the de-
ceased. It is most appreciat-
ed by not only the family, but 
the congregation, as well. 
Thank you to all. 
 
Leanne Satterthwaite, Chair-
man along with Board Mem-
bers -Jeanne Gale, Nancy 
Keller, Susie King, Ginny 
Larsen, Mary Mahar, Ann 
Millman and new members – 
Marcia Renaud and Carole 
Smith.  



One of the First Congregational Church neighbors is The Salvation Army Heritage Temple Corps at 2200 
5th Ave., Moline. They are headed up by Lieutenants Greg and Holly Ehler.   
 
Recently our Outreach and Mission Committee authorized a donation to this Salvation Army unit in 
recognition of their agreement to partner with us in providing emergency assistance to those who 
come to the church office, unannounced, to seek help for immediate needs. Salvation Army does a lot 
of this sort of work and has assistance programs along with up-to-date knowledge of community re-
sources to meet such needs. We are grateful for their assistance. And it is close enough that folks can 
easily walk over there in two minutes. 
 
Another interesting fact about our neighbor Salvation Army is as of May 1 this year they will house the 
Summer Child Nutrition program that began at the Church of Peace in Rock Island some 12 years ago. 
The program has outgrown the church capacity and their offices and main food preparation site will 
now be here in the neighborhood. Last summer the program provided meals at 29 sites and delivered 
over 50,000 meals for kids during the summer. They are part of the USDA nationwide effort. The meals 
program may provide some volunteer opportunities for church members and friends. 
 
I think it is Safeway Stores that uses the ad copy, “since we’re neighbors, let’s be friends.” I think that 
applies to our relationship with our neighbor Salvation Army also.  
 
Contact information: 
(309) 764-6996 
www.salvationarmyqc.org 

Memo from Michael 
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Youth Group End of Season Event 
Calling all Youth Group…have you ever wanted to crash into your friends while chasing a smallish 
white ball? Well plan to attend Youth Group in May for a crazy good time playing Human Soccer Ball! 
Meet at the YMCA in Moline on May 21 from 6-8 pm for food and fun…and bring a friend! Youth Group 
is open for all Youth grades 4th through 8th. A special invitation is extended to current 3rd graders for 
this event, as they will be of Youth Group age in the fall, we invite them to join in on the fun a little 
early! 
 

Place to Be 

Let out your inner Monet and come to the Place to Be on Wednesday, May 18 for an evening of 
painting and friends! Gather at 5:30 pm for dinner then France Driscal will lead the program “Art by 
You” at 6 pm. Plan to attend because FCC is the Place to Be! 
 

Christian Education Sunday 

Join us on Sunday, May 22 to recognize the importance education holds in our church! We will be rec-
ognizing our recent high school and college graduates, as well has thanking our Sunday School teach-
ers for their time and dedication this past school year. In addition, we will be promoting our Sunday 
School students who will be moving to a different classroom next year! We hope you can join us for 
this special day! 



 March pledge income was $6,128 under budget. Thanks to January and February being 
over budget, pledge income year to date is over budget by $4,440. 
Total Receipts for the year are over budget by $2,156. 
As our thoughts are shifting towards the summer months, please keep your pledges com-
ing in! Contact me if you are interested in having your monthly pledge automatically de-
ducted from your bank account each month. 
The majority of the expenses were right in line with where we expect them to be or un-
der budget for the year. 
Outreach & Mission provided a $500 donation to Salvation Army Heritage Temple Corps 
around the corner from the church as that is where we send people who come in the door 
looking for help.   

Overall, expenses are $17,209 under budget.  Thanks to this and the over budget pledge in-
come, year to date we have a net income of $10,269. 
 
Submitted by: Sara Otta, Financial Manager, sarao@fccmoline.org   

Financial Summary—March 2016 

Worship Services 

Sunday School 9 am 

Worship 10 am  

Fellowship 11 am 

 

Phone: 309-762-0787 

E-mail: 

fccmoline@fccmoline.org 

  

MARCH 
MARCH 

BUDGET 

YEAR TO DATE BUDGET TO 
DATE 

Pledge Income $22,474 $28,602 $73,709 $69,269 

Offerings 2,091 3,000 4,877 5,090 

Other Income 16,820 17,258             49,967 52,038 

TOTAL RECEIPTS $41,385 $48,860 $128,553 $126,397 

     

TOTAL EXPENSES -$43,437 -$45,528 -$118,284 -$135,493 

NET INCOME/LOSS -$2,052 $3,332 $10,269           -$9,096 
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Upcoming Events: 
 May 1, 9 am Communion Training 

 May 11, 10 am Mom's Morning at Becca's 
House 

 May 15, Confirmation Sunday 

 May 18, 5:30 pm Place to Be Family Painting 
with France! 

 May 21, 6 pm Youth Group Human Soccer 
Ball 

 May 22, 9 am Sunday School End of Year 
Celebration and Education Sunday 

 June 6-10, 9 am to noon VBS CaveQuest  

mailto:sarao@fccmoline.org

