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First Congregational UCC 

Adult Forum
Fellowship Hall, 9am

May 7th
Lawrence Weatherly, 

The Project of the Quad Cities, 
AIDS Project

May 14th
Steve and Judy Schippers, 
San Cristobal de Las Casas 

delegation, Missions

May 21st
No Adult Forum, CE Celebration

Organ Recital
Pablo Gorin, Interim Organist

DMA Organ Recital
May 3rd, 7 pm

Voxman Concert Hall
University of Iowa, Iowa City



Pastoralia

Memo from Michael

The Easter season is composed of seven
Sundays; it is a week of Sundays. 
 
In the back of the red 1939 hymnal of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church the Sundays 
of Easter have their traditional Latin names and 
texts;

1.      Easter
2.      Quasimodogeniti – “as newborn babes” 

(desire the sincere milk of the word.)
3.      Misericordias Domini – 

“The mercifulness of the Lord…”
4.      Jubilate – Jubilate! (O be joyful!)
5.      Cantate – Sing!
6.      Rogate – Pray!
7.      Exaudi – Listen!

 
It is fun to dust off some ancient worship 
resources.
 

Easter concludes on May 28 with the Seventh 
Sunday of Easter and June 4 is Pentecost.  
Then Trinity, then a l-o-n-g season till Advent 
begins on December 3.
 
Easter was an exciting Sunday with choir, organ, 
bells and a congregation of over three hundred 
worshippers. The weather cooperated for an 
outdoor Easter Egg hunt and lovely refreshments 
in front of the church steps.  I look forward to 
seven Sundays of such an Easter!
 
See you in church,

Michael
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From the Moderator
How Our Fellowship Brunch Began
By Wes Llewellyn, as told to Carol Freeman

Does it seem like we have had a fellowship brunch, with an entrée, sides, hot and cold drinks, and 
delicious desserts, forever?  Does anyone remember decaf coffee and store-bought cookies served in 
the parlor?

Pastor Allen Mothershed sought to change our “old way” of fellowship with red mugs.  (Taking a red 
mug meant “please talk to me; I want to meet new people.”)  Then he suggested a cappuccino 
machine, a menu of fresh fruit and Danish, and a new location downstairs.  He asked various groups 
to be “coffee hour hosts.”   While many tried the job on, no one stayed long.  Then one Sunday 
Pastor Allen preached about responding to God’s call.  “Is God tapping you on the shoulder?” he 
asked.

Wes was sitting in the choir loft that Sunday, thinking “these choir robes are too warm,” when he 
heard Pastor Allen’s question.  After worship, Pastor Allen approached Wes.  “Would you consider 
leading fellowship?  And commit to trying it for a full year?  Please?”

A little reluctantly, Wes replied, “Is this God tapping me on the shoulder?”

Pastor Allen smiled.  “Just think about it.”

Wes did more than think about it.  He asked other members what he should do.  Most said, “Say no.”  
But he agreed to give it a try.  He asked a few accomplished bakers to donate pies and cakes.  Word 
spread.  People volunteered.  On the second or third Sunday, Nancy Ulrich brought in six different 
Bundt cakes, saying she loves to bake.  A team was born.

The fellowship crew does more than cook, serve, and clean up after brunch.  They plan celebrations, 
prepare meals for special events, and arrive early on Sunday to be sure coffee and treats await those 
involved in Sunday school.  When Pastor Craig insisted that the hardworking crew take summers off, 
they were reluctant to take their first break in five years.

We have been blessed—by Pastor Allen’s fellowship vision, by God’s making sure Wes felt the “tap 
on the shoulder,” by Wes’ response, by the faithful volunteers who have become the fellowship team, 
and by Pastor Craig, who protected them from burn out.

Thanks to our pastors and our fellowship team:

Wes Llewellyn, John and Nancy and (sometimes) Annemarie Ulrich, Alan and Ginny Larsen, 
Jeff Miller, Sue Hahn, Susi Llewellyn, and Steve Satterthwaite—

And to God, who tells all of us:

“Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality.” Romans 12:13 

-Carol Freeman
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Warm Fuzzies to Connect 
with Child Abuse Council
Thanks to Pastor Swartz and Emily Cummings, director of the Child Abuse Council Healthy Families 
Program, the Warm Fuzzies are eagerly increasing their activities. As a result of Emily ‘s recent 
presentation at the Sunday morning Adult Forum we are adding projects, extending our meetings and 
planning some activities to involve the whole congragation.  We will continue to provide prayer shawls 
for FCC and warm winter accessories for Bethany for Children and Families.

Our newest project is to make baby blankets for the expecting families enrolled in the Child Abuse 
Council (CAC) Doula classes. These classes, meet at FCC as well as other CAC Healthy Family 
programs. The baby blankets will be given at birth as a special gift from our church. In addition, the 
Thursday morning Prayer Group has added to their weekly prayer list the children, families, and 
programs of the CAC. The Warm Fuzzies will pray for specific individuals who wish prayer when the 
CAC supplies the first names to us. And we are planning a much bigger project to debut in the fall 
involving the whole congregation. Because of all this activity our group has agreed not to take our 
normal summer break but continue with our regular meetings every Wednesday, 3-5 pm in the Large 
Dining Room.  

As you can see we are very excited about the new connection to those in need in our community. 
If you are interested about hearing more, call Kathy Harris, 309-797-5939. 

We are a very friendly group that welcomes knitters, crocheters, and sewers of all skill levels. If you 
want to learn to knit or crochet, we can teach you. Supplies for projects can be provided. 

We are “Gathered  to Share God’s Love”!

90th Birthday Celebration
Jan Bjurstrom and family invite the congregation to attend
an open house for her 90th birthday. On Sunday, May 21st from 2-4 pm, 
there will be an open house in Fellowship Hall for those who would like 
help celebrate. 
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Women’s Connection
The Tulip Luncheon and Silent Auction went on without a hitch.  We had a wonderful 
attendance, the food was delicious and the style show a supreme hit.  Thank you to 
the Board for acting as coordinators, to our Kitchen Angels for serving and cleaning 

up, and to the models who presented our clothing with professionalism. 

Wednesday, May 17th we welcome Debbie Wallace, proprietor of Down By The Creek Companion 
Animal Sanctuary. Just last year 140 programs were given in Eastern Iowa and Western Illinois. 
Debbie says the program “uses the power of pet therapy to inspire, enrich and heal people of all 
ages....we share the excitement of learning about animals and the serious responsibility of pet 
ownership with school children.” Down By The Creek currently provides a safe, healthy environment 
for about 100 animals, including dogs, rabbits, chinchillas, cavies. ferrets, sugar glider parrots, doves, 
bearded dragons and more. You never know which animals will turn up at one of her presentations so 
don’t miss out! Dinner at 5:30, program at 6:00. 

The Women’s Connection Board: 
Jeanne Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie King, Ginny Larsen, Mary Mahar, Ann Millman,

Marcia Renaud, Leanne Satterthwaite, and Carole Smith, Chairman

First Friday
May 5th @ 6:00 pm

CityView Celebrations at Trimble Pointe

Appetizer, Taco Bar Buffet, and unique dessert
$12 per person

Cash Bar - featuring margaritas
RSVP, 309-762-0787 or 



Cafe Corner 
Is there anything much better?
Sunday, May 7th is the day we recognize and celebrate World Laughter 
Day.  Laughter is good for your health, heart and most importantly, your 
soul. 
 
Along with our coffee and fellowship, let’s keep light-heartedness at the 
forefront.  Below are quotes from some experts on the subject.
Meet me at the café.
 
-Wes
 

“There is nothing in the world so irresistibly contagious as laughter and good humor.” 

       – Charles Dickens

“Laughter is the sound of the soul dancing.” 

  – Jarod Kintz

“Laughter is an instant vacation.”

  – Milton Berle

“A day without laughter is a day wasted.”

  – Charlie Chaplin

 “The human race has one really effective weapon, and that is laughter.” 

      – Mark Twain

“Laughter is the sun that drives winter from the human face.” 

    – Victor Hugo

“Laughter is timeless. Imagination has no age. And Dreams are forever.” 

– Walt Disney

6



Christian Education Celebration
All are invited to celebrate our Sunday School children on Sunday, May 21st at 9 am in Fellowship 
Hall. The children will recite their classroom memory verses and we will celebrate another wonderful 
year of Sunday School coming to a close!

Youth Group
AdventureQuest, Port Byron
Team building, Low ropes course, Zip lining, Hayrack ride, Wiener roast

Meet in the church parking lot at 4 pm for departure, drive to AdventureQuest for a fun time then 
return to church around 7 pm. As always, friends are welcome!  RSVP to becca@fccmoline.org

As a tradition, 3rd graders are invited to attend, as they will be joining YG next year as 4th graders!

Down By The Creek
Wednesday, May 17th Debbie Wallace of Down by The Creek Companion Animal Sanctuary will be 
holding a program. We invite families to learn about animals, pet therapy and ownership of pets. The 
sanctuary currently provides a safe and healthy environment for about 100 animals of all types. Join 
us for dinner at 5:30 pm with the program starting at 6 pm.

Vacation Bible School 
Registration is open for this year’s Maker FUN Factory VBS! June 
12th-16th from 9 a.m. to noon our children will become hands-on 
inventors who discover they’re lovingly crafted by God. 

Ages 3 years old to 6th grade are invited as 
participants, while older youth are encouraged to join 
in the fun as “Junior Counselors.” Our volunteers help 
to make VBS such a successful program.  

Please contact Becca Peterson (becca@fccmoline.org) to be a part 
of the VBS fun!  To register, visit fccmoline.org/vbs
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Financial Summery - March 2017

• March pledge income was $5,055 over budget. 
• Year to date pledge income is $2,776 over budget. 
• Pledge income is coming in consistent with the trends of the last few years. 
• Total Receipts for the year are over budget by $1,483.
• General expenses are right in line with what was budgeted. We bought 2 new batteries for the 

floor scrubber so that the floors can be cleaned more often. One office computer needed to be 
repaired. 

• Please contact the office if you are interested in having your pledge automatically deducted from 
your bank account. You don’t have to remember to bring your checkbook/cash and the church 
benefits from the consistent cash flow. It’s easy to set up and can be cancelled at any time!

 
Submitted by:
Sara Otta, Financial Manager
sarao@fccmoline.org 
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Easter 2017


