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Gathered 
to Share 

God’s Love. 

Cafe  Corner 

Play Ball! I write you this to try and cheer you up a bit and to know 
that Spring is just around the corner....and with Spring comes base-
ball. As most of you know by now, I grew up in Pittsburgh and be-
came immediately attached to the Pirates. Winning a game was 
thrilling and losing one a heartbreak. The most exciting World Se-
ries I ever remember was in 1960 when the Pirates beat the Yan-
kees in seven games with Bill Mazeroski hitting a solo home run in 
the bottom of the 9. 
 
I could name you the roster for the team back then. Not so much 
now, but I think there is a magic formula and mixture about growing 
up and the game of baseball. Going to the ballpark with my dad pro-
vide treasured memories. What are yours? Below are some other 
takes on the matter. Enjoy, Wes 
 
"The one constant through all the years has been baseball. America has 
rolled by like an army of steamrollers. It's been erased like a blackboard, 
rebuilt, and erased again. But baseball has marked the time. This field, this 
game, is a part of our past. It reminds us of all that once was good, and 
what could be again." - James Earl Jones, Field of Dreams 
 
“People ask me what I do in winter when there's no baseball. I'll tell you 
what I do. I stare out the window and wait for spring.” - Rogers Hornsby 
 
“There are three things in my life which I really love: God, my family, and 
baseball. The only problem - once baseball season starts, I change the 
order around a bit.” - Al Gallagher 
 
“Good pitching will beat good hitting any time, and vice versa.” - Bob Veale 
 
• “I've come to the conclusion that the two most important things in life are 
good friends and a good bullpen.”- Bob Lemon 
 
Don't tell me about the world. Not today. It’s springtime and they're knock-
ing baseball around fields where the grass is damp and green in the morn-
ing and the kids are trying to hit the curveball.” - Pete Hamill 
 
• “Baseball? It's just a game - as simple as a ball and a bat. Yet, as com-
plex as the American spirit it symbolizes. It's a sport, business - and some-
times even religion.” - Ernie Harwell 
 
• “Baseball, it is said, is only a game. True. And the Grand Canyon is only 
a hole in Arizona.” - George F. Will 
 

• “Baseball is 90% mental. The other half is physical.” - Yogi Berra  
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What’s Going On 

Peterson Memorial Scholarship 

Applications for the 2016-2017 Peterson Memorial Scholarships are available in the church of-
fice! Completed applications are due by March 14, 2016. If you have any questions, contact Au-
dra Bailey at audrajo81@yahoo.com or 563-340-5588. 
 
First Friday 

The next First Friday is March 4 at Joe’s Pizza Grille located in The Mills on River Drive at 6 
pm. We have a private dining room reserved and if we overflow like we did this month, we can 
accommodate! Childcare and activities will be provided at the church 6—9 pm. RSVP for child-
care to becca@fccmoline.org.  
 
Place 2 Be 
The Place 2 Be Family night continues on Wednesday March 16 with dinner served at 5:30 pm 
and Adult and Children’s program following. Ginny Larsen will be leading children and adults on 
a Treasure Hunt/Walking Tour of our beautiful church building. Plan to join us on this fun 
and informative adventure, because FCC is the Place to Be! 
 
Youth Group 
The Youth Group will gather in the Mitchell Youth room Saturday March 12 at 6 pm for an even-
ing of fun. We will have dinner, play games, and enjoy our church home! 
 
Mom’s Morning 
Due to a hectic March school and holiday schedule, Mom’s Morning will take a break in March 
and start back up in April! Look for April meeting details in the next newsletter. 
 
Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone involved in the Valentine’s Dinner Theater, 
especially those who braved the weather to attend! It was a wintry 
night but we still had over 55 attendees and over a dozen participants. 
All the money raised will go towards funding the summer youth  
mission trip. 

 
 
 
Vacation Bible School 
Mark  your calendars and clear your schedules, FCC VBS will be June 6 
- 10 from 9 am -12 pm. Kids will go on an underground adventure to dis-
cover God’s light at this year’s VBS: Cave Quest! 
 
 

VBS Volunteers 
CALLING ALL VBS VOLUNTEERS! Last year was such a great VBS success, we need YOU to 
volunteer to make this year a big success as well! Contact Becca becca@fccmoline.org to be a 
part of the VBS fun! 

mailto:becca@fccmoline.org


Lenten Book Discussion Extended 

Women’s Connection 

March 2016 is jam-packed this year with daylight 
savings time, St.Patrick’s Day, and Holy Week cul-
minating with Easter. That is a lot for one 
month!  With the time change and Easter just two 
weeks apart, it is good to know that spring is just 
around the corner, and we have once again weath-
ered a Midwestern winter. The days are getting 
longer and those beautiful spring flowers will be 
appearing soon. As God’s creation wakes from its 
winter hibernation, let us enjoy the glow of our lan-
tern on our journey and walk together in friendship. 

Yes, let’s actually walk in friendship this month! Ginny Larsen, a long-
time member and past secretary of FCC, is leading us on a Walking 
Tour of our beautiful church building on March 16. Women’s Con-
nection and Family Ministry are working together on this fun and in-
formative adventure so find your hiking gear and join us as we discover 
hidden treasures of our church during March’s Place to Be! A light sup-
per will fuel everyone at 5:30 pm followed by the tour. 
 
AND as we continue to carry our lantern and look ahead to our next 
event: 

With spring comes the annual Tulip Luncheon, FCC Women’s Connec-
tion big spring extravaganza, this year on May 7. Entitled A Tiny Tulip 
Luncheon, this year ’s celebration will provide the colors of spring that 
we all love, delicious food, a wonderful program and our traditional Si-
lent Auction. Stay tuned for further details concerning the luncheon, but 
be sure to mark your calendar to join in the fellowship of this wonderful 
traditional event. 

As details are being finalized for this gala affair, items are being collect-
ed for the Silent Auction. To contribute to the Tulip Luncheon Silent 
Auction, the FCC Women’s Connection fundraiser, simply drop off your 
auction items in the church office between April 1 and May 4. Auction 
items will then be placed in the locked Projects Room for safekeeping 
until the luncheon. Sample donations in past years have included dish-
es, jewelry, pictures, purses, housewares, etc. Please include your 
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Thank you! 

Sarah Mrock who host-
ed February’s Academy 
Awards Event. Those 
attending thoroughly en-
joyed traditional movie 
treats, watched “An 
American in Paris” on the 
FCC big screen, learned 
some Academy Awards 
trivia and discussed this 
year’s Oscar nominees. 
What a great way to 
spend a Saturday after-
noon! Thank you, Sarah 
– our Oscar goes to you! 

Leanne Satterthwaite, 
Chairman along with 
Board Members -Jeanne 
Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie 
King, Ginny Larsen, Mary 
Mahar and Ann Millman    

Our February book selection, to coincide with Lent, is a wonderful resource. So much so, we have decided to 
take more time to complete the discussion. February 17 and 24 included chapters 1-4. 
 
March 2 will include chapters 5 and 6. March 9, chapters 7 and 8. Marcus Borg and James Crossan have 
created a marvelous Lenten resource for us, The Last Week. Come join us anytime. 
 
The remainder of March and into April we will read and discuss Capital Dames:  The Civil War and the 
Women of Washington 1848 - 1868 by Cokie Roberts. After members of the Book Group attended a 
talk by Ms. Roberts in March, 2014, we agreed we would like to read her new book. It was published in 2015. 
If you like history, you will like this book. 
 
We meet each Wednesday from 12:30 - 2:30  pm in the Parlor. You’re welcome to join us. Bring your lunch 
or some coffee or tea and enjoy an afternoon exercising your brain! 



 January pledge income was $7,120 over budget. Usually we see a drop off in pledge 
income in January which is why I budgeted a lower amount. That drop off didn’t happen 
this year! 
 Total Receipts for the year are over budget by $7,483 

 Expenses were all pretty much where I expected them to be. We are starting off under 
budget on expenses by $8,144. 
 It is never too late to submit a pledge for the year. Contact me if you would like to 
pledge or have any questions. 
 Don’t forget to make your Amazon purchases through Amazon Smile with First  
Congregational selected as your charity of choice. 
 
Submitted by: Sara Otta, Financial Manager, sarao@fccmoline.org   

Financial Summary—January 2016 

Worship Services 

Sunday School 9 am 

Worship 10 am  

Fellowship 11 am 

 

Phone: 309-762-0787 

E-mail: 

fccmoline@fccmoline.org 

  

JANUARY 
JANUARY 

BUDGET 

YEAR TO DATE BUDGET TO 
DATE 

Pledge Income $25,170 $18,050 $25,170 $18,050 

Offerings 1,540 590 1,540 590 

Other Income 17,026 17,613 17,026 17,613 

TOTAL RECEIPTS $43,736 $36,253 $43,736 $36,253 

     

TOTAL EXPENSES -$35,092 -$43,236 -$35,092 -$43,236 

NET INCOME/LOSS $8,643 $6,983 $8,643 $6,983 
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