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Gathered 
to Share 

God’s Love. 

Cafe  Corner 

Trying to take the higher ground and becoming a better person 

My dad would often say to me “son, always tell the truth; that way you have less 
to remember.” That statement has some powerful underpinnings which even 
speak of our beliefs and religion. For me to stay on a truthful path, I find going 
to church helps a lot. It places me in a situation that enables me to try and do 
the right thing, or at least to create the atmosphere for it. 
 
Have you ever looked back and tried to figure out how long it took for you to 
screw up after you went to church? How can you leave this holy place feeling 
good about yourself only to fly off the handle about something, experience road 
rage, or say the wrong thing to a loved one? I remember when I worked brunch 
most Sundays and Easter came around, many folks showed up to the buffet full 
of warmth and good cheer…until someone cut in front of them in line. It didn’t 
take them long to lose their religion and I too am guilty as charged. 
 
If I can last through Sunday without making too many mistakes, then the next 
goal is to survive Monday in the same exemplary fashion. A week is kind of out 
of the question for me, but I am trying…and church helps.   
 
“Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”  John 14: 1-3 

 
A young lady, wise beyond her years said what I am trying to far better than I.  

 
People who have religion should be glad, for not everyone has the gift of believ-
ing in heavenly things. You don’t necessarily even have to be afraid of punish-
ment after death; purgatory, hell, and heaven are things that a lot of people 
can’t accept, but still a religion, it doesn’t matter which, keeps a person on the 
right path. It isn’t the fear of God but the upholding of one’s own honor and 
conscience. How noble and good everyone could be if, every evening before 
falling asleep, they were to recall to their minds the events of the whole day and 
consider exactly what has been good and bad. Then, without realizing it you try 
to improve yourself at the start of each new day; of course, you achieve quite a 
lot in the course of time. Anyone can do this, it costs nothing and is certainly 
very helpful. Whoever doesn’t know it must learn and find by experience that: 
“A quiet conscience makes one strong!” -Anne Frank 
 
See you at church. 
 

Wes 

January 1, 2016 
 



 

 

Seeking,  

serving, sharing 

Christ.  

No matter who 

you are or where 

you are on life’s 

journey, you are 

welcome here. 

Back by popular demand! 

The event has taken a brief hiatus but your church is rekindling the event to 
start back up on Friday, February 5. 

If you’re unfamiliar with the format in the past, it’s simply an opportunity to 
visit in a social setting at various locations close to our church home. We may 
be indoors, we may be outdoors, weather and season permitting, but FF is a 
wonderful opportunity to enjoy each others company in a pleasant and re-
laxed atmosphere. This is open to all church members and friends. Watch for 
emails, our newsletter, website, and Facebook posts. 
 
We will meet around 6 pm at the designated location. Child care will be avail-
able at the church nursery for children infant through 12 years old, from 6 
until 9 pm. Children will be led by our amazing child care staff in crafts, 
games, a snack, and an overall fun time! 

In the past, this has been a well-attended and popular event and FF provides 
the opportunity to relax, visit, and get to know each other better. Everyone is 
"on their own" regarding food and beverage purchases, but there will be a 
designated area available at every location so we may gather as a group. 

This has been a lot of fun and there is no reason why that should change,  You 
are welcome to include friends and family members. The more the merrier. 

We will keep you posted. We are FCC. See you then. 
First Friday committee welcomes you. 

" A fascinating story about ordinary women who did the extraordinary."  
--USA Today  

Book Group 

First Friday’s 

A happy New Year of reading to you! 

An infinite variety of books await our 
choosing for 2016. We will begin in 
January with The Girls of Atomic 
City: The Untold Story of The  
Women Who Helped Win World 
War II, 2013, by Denise Kiernan. It 
was a New York Times Bestseller; 
The Washington Post said "Rosie, it 
turns out, did much more than drive 
rivets." 

Ms. Kiernan conducted interviews 
with women who worked at Plant 
Eastern Tennessee. Many women 
were interviewed between 2009 and 

2012, and the author found it  
difficult which ones to use in the 
book. Additional ideas came from 
oral histories or meeting minutes.  It 
appears it will be another fascinating 
book for us. It includes photographs 
and lots of notes and references. 

We will read approximately 80 pages 
a week and discuss what we read on 
Wednesdays, January 6, 13, 20, and 
27. We meet in the Parlor at 12:20 - 
2:30 pm.  Bring your lunch, a  
beverage, and join us for another 
adventure in reading and discussing 
together. 
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Thank you! 

Women’s Connection:  
The "Old Fashioned Christmas Tea" 
has come and gone. I want to ex-
press my sincere thanks to: 

Lois Wadsworth, Dixie Duckett, 
and their Pantry Angels for coordi-
nating a wonderful bake sale. The 
"Pantry" made over $400 to help 
fund projects supported by the 
Women's Connection. 

All the fabulous bakers who con-
tributed delicious goodies for the 
bake sale and cookies for the tea. 

Rosemary Graham and her "tea 
sandwich makers" for their delicious 
tidbits which we enjoyed. 

Nancy Keller and Leanne Satherth-
waite for sharing their beautiful 
quilts. 

All who contributed their 
"Christmas Memories" -- great con-
versation starters and reminders of 
past Christmases. 

My sister, Kaye Newton, for her 
beautiful gift of music. 

My "Kitchen Angels I" --Laura Mil-
ler, Cindy Meers, Allie Maranda, and 
Mackenzie Smith for their constant 
replenishing of food trays and serv-
ing dishes, and to my "Kitchen An-
gels II" - Hollis Hohensee, Alan 
Larsen, Scott Maranda, Bill Keller, 
and Steve Schippers who kept the 
coffee perking and dishes 
washed.  The tea ran smooth with 
all your help. 

Heather Carlson, Ellie Klingbiel, 
Kathleen Rynott, Mary Mahar, Cor-
alie Wendt, Faye White, Carol 
Reese, and Sunny Moorhusen for 
serving punch and coffee/tea.  Their 
bright faces made the serving table 
delightful. 
The Women's Connection for their 
support of my vision for the tea. 
 Mike DeToye for his setting the 
dining room and Son Cafe as I had 
requested. 
 

It was a delightful and rewarding 
experience. My thanks to the con-

gregation for your participation.   
 

-Carole Smith 

Women’s Connection 

Christmas decorations are put away, the cold winds 
of winter are present, and a new year has begun. 
The light of our lantern continues to glow and with 
the beginning of a new year, many will have resolu-
tions – resolutions of health or personal growth and 
resolutions of tasks or jobs to accomplish.  Maybe 
one resolution could be to grow in our fellowship 
with each other. 

Back by popular request, Bev Leinfelder will host the Sip and Whatever 
gathering at her lovely home on Sunday, January 10, 2016 at 1 pm.  Bring 
your knitting, quilting, scrapbooking, or whatever you would like to do. Of 
course, another option would be to just come and enjoy the company and 
conversation.  That’s okay, too!    

As we continue to carry our lantern and look ahead to February: 
Lights, camera, action! Best movie, ac-
tor, supporting actress...and the winner 
is! February is the month for the Acade-
my Awards, Hollywood’s highest acco-
lade for movies, and FCC is celebrating 
this event. Sarah Mrock will lead this 
red carpet gathering so stay tuned for 
details as we munch on popcorn and 
enjoy the big screen together. 

Countdown to the Academy Awards 
Join The Women's Connection Saturday, February 20 at 1 pm as we count-
down to the Academy Awards. There will be snacks, trivia, and a movie. 
Hope to see you then!  

 
To Carole Smith, the Pantry Personnel and all others who baked, served or 
helped in any way at this year’s Old Fashioned Christmas Tea. The down-
stairs dining rooms were transformed back to a simpler time with home-
made quilts and vintage decorations. What a cozy afternoon it was as we 
all munched on goodies, listened to beautiful piano music and reminisced 
about that simpler time in life. Great job to all! 

To Linda Shearer and all those who helped in any way for David Holst’s 
funeral luncheon on December 7, 2015. This ministry team quietly works 
to make a very difficult time intimate and special for the family and friends 
of the deceased. It is truly appreciated by the congregation as well as the 
family. Thank you. 

Leanne Satterthwaite, Chairman along with Board Members -Jeanne Gale, 
Nancy Keller, Susie King, Ginny Larsen, Mary Mahar, and Ann Millman.  

May your Christmas Season be a blessed one. 
 
-Carole Smith 
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FCC Events 

Family Swim Party 
Join your church family for an afternoon of swimming at the Black Hawk College pool on Saturday,  
January 23 from 2-4 pm. FCC has the whole pool to ourselves for fun, games, and of course swimming! 

Youth Group (grades 4-7) 
Youth Group will gather on Saturday, January 9 from 6-8 pm for an evening of fun at QC Entertainment 
in Moline. Pizza, bowling, laser tag, arcade....lots to do in 2 hours! As always, friends are welcome,  
dinner is included, and this time the cost is $5. Email Becca@fccmoline.org to rsvp your youth! 

 
Save the Date 
Valentine's Dinner Theatre will be Sunday, February 14.  
Bring your sweetheart to this fun night of dinner and  
entertainment. More details to follow. 
 
Calling all talent! If you have an amazing talent you want to 
share with your FCC family, plan to showcase it for the  
Valentine's Dinner theatre! Sign ups are in the Son Cafe or the 
FCC Facebook page. 

 

Place to Be has moved 
The Place to Be will move to the THIRD Wednesdays 
of the month in the New Year, to accommodate the 
variety of program leaders scheduled. 

First up, Courtney Miller will lead Family Yoga  
practice on Wednesday, January 20. Plan to arrive in 
your stretchiest of clothes at 5:30 pm for a light  
dinner, then children and adults will practice yoga 
together in a fun and children centered way! Bring a 
mat or towel so that you can comfortably bend into 
the most interesting of poses! 

 

Summer 2016...something is coming, it’s going to be 

BIG...get ready FCC kids! 



November pledge income was under budget by $13. Year to date is under budget by $7,224. 

Total receipts for the year are under budget by $7,214. 

$50,000 in pledge income is needed in December to hit our full year budgeted pledge income number. Last 
December we received $40,000 in pledge income and $12,000 in offerings so I am confident that with the 
generosity of the congregation we can make this number! 

Year to date expenses are $25,822 under budget. 

As of December 15 we have received 111 pledge units for a total pledged amount of $229,917. Of the 
pledges received we have a 6.71% increase in giving over 2015. 

Let me know if you would like a set of offering envelopes.    
 
Submitted by: Sara Otta, Financial Manager, sarao@fccmoline.org   

Financial Summary—November 2015 

Worship Services 

Sunday School 9 am 

Worship 10 am  

Fellowship 11 am 

 

Phone: 309-762-0787 

E-mail: 

fccmoline@fccmoline.org 

  

NOVEMBER 
NOVEMBER 

BUDGET 

YEAR TO 
DATE 

BUDGET TO 
DATE 

Pledge Income $35,162 $35,175 $254,543 $261,767 

Offerings 4,806 2,300 23,398 17,000 

Other Income 6,948 7,980             86,822 93,210 

TOTAL RECEIPTS $46,916 $45,455 $364,763 $371,977 

     

TOTAL EXPENSES -$38,785 -$41,783 -$446,152 -$471,974 

NET INCOME/LOSS $8,131 $3,672 -$81,389           -$99,997 
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