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Save the Date!

Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 12th

Happy New Year!



Pastoralia

I introduce  our second Confirmation assignment, the “Elder 
Interview,”  with the following: 

There are a lot of wonderful people in the congregation who have long 
and faithfully supported the church.  Our church is big enough, that it is 
easy to attend for years without meeting people who are not friends or 
relatives of your family.  The purpose of this assignment is to give you an 
opportunity to meet some of these people. I trust they will inspire you--
they sure inspire me :) 

It is a joy to share these interviews with you--two last month, two 
this month.  I trust you will find as much hope in them as I do.

Ben Churchill and Bill Henning
Mr. Bill Henning was born on June 3rd, 1942 in Clinton, Iowa, where he 
grew up with his older sister and parents. After he graduated from high 
school, he went to the University of Iowa to study to be a pharmacist. 
There he met his future wife, Nancy, at a freshman exchange. He was 
then drafted during the Vietnam War for a time, but thankfully was not 
deployed. He was stationed at the prestigious Army base at Norfolk, 
Virginia. After his service he went into business, working for a few small 
pharmacies before starting his own in Princeton. He lived there with his 
family for many years and raised two boys, Ryan and Peter. After they 
graduated from high school and college, they started their own careers 
and Mr. Henning sold his pharmacy in 2003. Ryan now is a attorney 
in Milwaukee with a baby boy that is not yet a year old, and Peter is a 
rheumatologist working for the Army in Seattle. A little while after selling his pharmacy, 
Mr. and Mrs. Henning moved to Cordova where they live today. Mr. Henning still works for different 
pharmacies around the area, and enjoys the benefits of modern technology. Overall, Mr. Henning has 
had a very successful and full life, and is enjoying it to its full potential.
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Confirmation Interviews
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Alex Wandrey and Jim Rohrbach

Q: What was the happiest day of your life?
A: Being married in 1961

Q: What was a struggle in your life?
A: My twin brother died in 2006 from Leukemia

Q: Family Questions
A: I have 3 children, Sue, Mike, and Molly who live all over.

 I have 6 grandchildren- 3 boys and 3 girls

Q: What is your favorite color and favorite food?
A: Favorite food is vanilla ice cream with chocolate syrup and favorite color is green.

Q: What makes you happy?
A: Being with family and friends and being active.

Q: What did you do for a living?
A: YMCA 100 year anniversary-great experience!

 Manufacturer rep
 Territory manager for Chrysler Motors

Q: What was it like growing up in this church?
A: I was baptized June 1938, confirmed after 1950, and I sang in the choir. My brother and I were 

acolytes and the ushers gave us the offering plates and one day my brother tripped and the 
money went flying through the air. 

Q: What is your favorite Bible verse?
A: 1 Thessalonians 3:12 is my favorite Bible verse.

Words of wisdom from Jim to Alex:

Think Positive- say to yourself every morning!!

• Today is going to be a great day!
• I can handle more than I think I can!
• Things don’t get better by worrying about them!
• I can be satisfied if I try to do my best!
• There is always something to be happy about!
• I’m going to make someone happy today!
• It’s not good to be down!
• Life is GREAT--make the most of it!
• BE AN OPTIMIST!
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Giving Tree
We provided gifts to 122 people and 
75 Congregation members participated.  
The total donation was $6,100. 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this mission!

College Care Packages

This year, 17 packages were either sent or 
hand delivered to our college students during finals.  
Thank you to everyone who donated items 
and donated their time for this project! Our college
student’s apprieciate these during a tough week at college.

Bible Study
Bible Study is now on hiatus, our next meeting is Wednesday, January 4th, 2017 at 10 am in 
the Parlor.  Pastor Michael will share an overview of Matthew and the upcoming liturgical year. 
Please join us!

Mark Your Calendars!
February 3rd - First Friday @ Quad City Family Entertainment

February 12th - Valentine’s Dinner Theater
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Mom’s Morning

Escape the winter chill in the church nursery Tuesday, 
January 17th at 10am for Mom’s Morning. Moms, dads, 
grandmoms, caregivers…pretty much anyone with a little one, 
is invited for conversation and playtime.

Youth Group | Bustout

The Youth Group will put their problem solving skills 
to the test this month at Bustout Live Escape Games! 
On Saturday, January 14th meet at the church for a prompt 
5pm Youth departure. We will travel to Bustout in Davenport, 
try our luck at the escape game in the Alcatraz and Outlaws 
Gold rooms, then return to the church for dinner and pickup. 
Please bring $5 for the activity and meal. As always, friends are 
welcome, but space is limited so let Becca know if you will be 
bringing a friend!

Valentine’s Dinner Theater

Calling all FCC TALENT…Now is the time to begin 
dusting off your tap shoes and practicing your 
routines! The Youth Group is looking for talent acts 
to showcase in the annual Valentine’s Dinner 
Theater Sunday, February 12th. 
Contact Becca if you are interested in sharing your 
talent, becca@fccmoline.org.



6

Adult Forum
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall as we welcome various speakers from the 
Quad City Area.

Jan. 8th - Mike Coyne-Logan, Living Lands and Waters

Jan. 15th - David Sonneville, Western Illinois Area Agency on Aging

Jan. 22nd - Twink Jan-McMahon, Wisconsin Urban Wood

Jan. 29th - Pastor Craig Jan-McMahon, Annual Meeting

Book Group     
ANNE RICE NOVEL NEXT ON OUR READING LIST

On Wednesday, January 4 we will finish our discussion of the 
Borg/Crossan book, The First Christmas.  Then on Wednesday, 
Jan. 11, we will enjoy the movie, “Florence Foster Jenkins”.  If you 
would like to join us that day, come to the Parlor by 12:30 pm. Bring 
your lunch, or get a cup of coffee or tea, relax and enjoy a good time 
with FCC book/movie friends.

As we greet the New Year, we will be reading an intriguing novel by 
Ann Rice: Christ the Lord Out of Egypt, 2008, paperback edition with 
discussion beginning on January 18.  According to Time Magazine, 
it is “an intensely literal, historical, reverent treatment of a year in the 
life of Jesus, Son of God.”

According to the introduction of the book, “scripture is the inspira-
tion for the emotions and powers of the Child Jesus as they were 
envisioned here. History as well as the gospels is the source for this 
picture of a world in which Our Lord might have lived, as a little boy, 
in war and in peace, from day to day”.

If you are newly retired or just looking for something different in this New Year, come to the Parlor 
each Wednesday at 12:30 pm. and join in on the reading and discussing of a wide variety of books.  
Questions? Check in with Katy Harle or any book group member.



Women’s Connection

In December, The Women’s Connection Lantern led us to A Candy Cane Tea on 
December 3rd. The Tea provided a time for centering ourselves from the usual 
hustle and bustle of preparing for the Advent 
Season, and for quiet conversation with friends 
while enjoying the fruits of our congregation’s 

baking skills.  A giant thank you to all who helped by decorating, 
attending the event, providing cookies and baked goods for the Tea 
and the Pantry.  We had a wonderful selection of goodies to choose 
from, and by Sunday, December 4th, all items were sold out!  A 
special thank you to our kitchen angels for their tireless efforts in 
keeping all serving platters filled and the dishes done!

Looking forward to January  . . . .

Once again, Bev Leinfelder has agreed to host our “Sip and Whatever” on January 15th from 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at her home, 2401 29th Avenue Court, Moline.  Come, bring your “whatever” 
be it sewing, quilting, knitting, scrapbooking, reading, or just yourself, and enjoy an afternoon of just 
being in conversation and the company of others who are recouping after the holidays.  
No reservations required.  We will have our slippers on and we look forward to seeing you!

Have a Happy and Safe New Year! 

The Women’s Connection Board:
Jeanne Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie King, Ginny Larsen, 
Mary Mahar, Ann Millman, Marcia Renaud, Leanne Satterthwaite, and Carole Smith, Chairman

Minibus Funds
Fundraising for our minibus exceeded our goal: 

     Goal:  $22,500

     Contributions:  $24,833

     Extra:  $2,333

The fundraising effort was truly a congregational 
endeavor; there were 48 individual contributors, with 
contributions ranging from a $2 to $10,000, including 
gifts from our Sunday Schoolers, our families, and our 
elders. 
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Cafe Corner
Presidential Aftermath

Now that the elections are behind us, I am feeling a sense of relief.  
Those were turbulent emotional times trying to sort through all the ran-
cor and ill-will which took its toll on the harmony and unity of our nation.  
I am ready to put all that behind me and embark on 2017 with a fresher 
and more optimistic outlook on our nation’s future.

George H. W. Bush made a statement that still stays with me after all 
these years.  During a speech he made a plea for a “kinder, gentler 
society.”  Wouldn’t that be nice? It starts with us.  It isn’t too late to 
make some resolutions, and that is going to be one of mine. Hold me to 
it, because I can use all the help I can get. Below are some memorable 
quotes regarding same.  I hope these statements of kindness work for 
us. This means no food fights at the café.  

    -Wes

 

“No act of kindness is ever wasted.” – Aesop

 “My religion is very simple. My religion is kindness.” – Dalai Lama

 “Always be a little kinder than necessary.” – JM Barrie

 “A warm smile is the universal language of kindness.”  – William Arthur Ward

 “How beautiful a day can be when kindness touches it.” – George Elliston

 “You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late.” 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson

 “Kind words can be short and easy to speak but their echoes are truly endless.”

 – Mother Teresa
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Financial Summary -- November 2016

• November pledge income was $16,649 under budget. Pledge income year to date is over budget 
by $11,473.

• Total Receipts for the year are under budget by $3,517.
• Since pledges have been coming in much more consistently through the months this year we are 

not seeing the surge in giving we have experienced in the past that starts during November. This 
is why most of the previous months were over budget for pledge income but this month doesn’t 
look so great. At the end of November we have usually received about 84% of pledge income for 
the year. This year we have received 92% of pledge income for the year!

•  Overall, monthly expenses were right in line with what was expected.
•  Spiritual Engagement Board paid the balance due on all the new interior signs.
•  Outreach & Mission Board had another successful Thanksgiving Basket program.
• Overall, expenses are $34,381 under budget.  And year to date we have a net income of $25,095.

 

Submitted by:
Sara Otta, Financial Manager
sarao@fccmoline.org  
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