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Gathered 
to Share 

God’s Love. 

Something Real 
 

I went to Milltown Coffee for a little pick-me-up. It was one of those days: I 
hadn’t slept much the night before, and I was dragging. I found a nice table by 
a window with a river view. I set up my laptop, ordered an iced latte, and  
commenced to work. The nice barista delivered my latte--in a plastic cup! 
 
It’s not the same thing, drinking out a plastic cup. I like to hear the ice clink 
against the glass, to see the glass sweating, to feel its weight when I lift it up 
for a drink. The realness of it feels good and this good feeling is in part what 
motivated me to go out for coffee and work with a lovely view—some days, 
simple good things are needed. 
 
Sure, it might be said that what matters is inside the cup, the coffee itself, but 
the coffee is only part of the experience.  We don’t use plastic “glasses” to 
toast newly married couples; when we open a lovely bottle of wine for friends 
we do not then pour it into plastic “glasses.” 
 
Why, I wonder, do we celebrate Holy Communion using plastic cups? For the 
same reason, I suppose, my iced latte was served in a plastic cup—it is easier 
to simply throw away cups than to wash them.   
 
A few months ago, I called two of our Ministry Boards together: Spiritual  
Engagement, Outreach and Mission. I asked the Spiritual Engagement Board 
to look and see if the church owns glass communion cups, and I suggested 
that we consider offering wine and grape juice when we celebrate Holy  
Communion.   
 
I challenged Outreach and Mission Board to find a way of using our  
commercial grade dishwashing equipment to wash glass communion 
cups. Isn’t it part of our mission as a Christian Church to be good stewards of 
the environment? What are we saying when we use disposable cups to  
celebrate Holy Communion? 
 
These two Ministry Boards went to work. Glass communion cups were found. 
A special dishwashing rack for communion cups was purchased. Wine (red) 
and grape juice (clear) were selected. 
 
On August 7 for the first time in years, we will celebrate Holy Communion  
using glass cups with both wine (red)  and grape juice (clear) available.   
 
I hope it will feel good to us all to use real glass, to choose real wine or grape 
juice, and to know that we are being good and faithful stewards of the earth.   
 
-Pastor Craig 

August 1, 2016 
 



Adult Forum 

Starting in September, we will hold an Adult Forum on Sundays at 9 am. Each gathering is 
to learn about our community and will feature speakers from various groups in the Quad 
Cities. The first Adult Forum will be September 25 at 9 am. 

Cafe  Corner 
Why it’s good to go to church every week 
 
Going to church every week helps me to try and behave better. My goal is to see how 
long I can last until I do something contradictory to what a good Christian should be do-
ing. This is not to say I last the entire week by any means. At this point, it’s simply a goal. 

 
For assistance, I wrote a prayer to God for some additional support. I hope it helps. Feel 
free to borrow it if you wish. 
 
I also hope you are enjoying the remains of the summer. Cafe will be up and running be-
fore you know it. 
 
Wes 

Dear God, 
So far today, I’ve done alright. I haven’t gossiped. I haven’t lost my temper. I haven’t 

been greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish, or overindulgent. I’m very thankful for that. But in a 
few minutes, God, I’m going to get out of  bed; and from  then on, I’m probably going to 

need a lot more help. Amen. 

 

Be a Lifesaver! 
 
We will offer CPR classes in August here and at Church of Peace in Rock Island. This is a 
great chance for staff, ushers, and others who want to be equipped to respond to an 
emergency learn the skills needed. It will cost $30 per person and scholarship help may 
be available.  
 
August 25 at Church of Peace 
1:30—4:30 pm and 6—9 pm 
 
August 30 at First Congregational Church 
1:30—4:30 pm and 6—9 pm  
 
Contact: Mary at gmaryo@gmail.com to register or Pastor Michael at  
Michael@fccmoline.org or 309-762-0787. 
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Bible Study 

 

This summer, come have 
lunch with a fun group.  
During the rest of the year, 
we're a Bible Study group, but 
now we're just open for 
lunch. Join us at 11 am at the 
following dates and locations: 
 

August 10 
TPC/Deere Run 
3100 Heather Knoll, Silvis 
 
August 24 
Rhythm City Casino 
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August 5 at 6 pm 
Jake Os, 2900 Blackhawk Rd. Rock Island 
 
We will hold First Friday at Jake O’s (formerly Omelia’s 
Supper Club) in Rock Island. The outdoor patio is reserved 
and a limited menu highlighting five various selections to 
choose from for dinner: 
 
Chicken Caesar salad  $9 
Pork tenderloin with fries  $8 
Cheese burger with fries  $8 
Smoked brisket Mac N Cheese  $10 
Chicken and sausage jambalaya  $10 
 
Separate checks will be welcome. A full service bar for any 
soft drinks or other beverages will be offered.. RSVP to 
Erin, erin@fccmoline.org by Thursday, August 4.  

First Friday 

What: NAMI Walk 

When: Saturday, September 24, 2016 

Where: Modern Woodman Park, 
 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI) is having their annual Walk to raise 
funds for ongoing programs in support of 
those with mental challenges and their 
families.  It’s not too early to form teams, 
to do a little practice walking, and to plan 
on participating Sept. 24. 
 

If you’re unable to walk, consider a monetary contribution.  More details in upcoming news-
letters.  More questions or to be part of the planning committee, contact Pastor Michael.  

NAMI Walk 
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“It felt good to get to go and help people that needed it most. 
It felt really good to see the people's face when we were all 
finished.”   -Allie Maranda 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“It was a memorable trip, I made lots of new friends. It was also 
nice to know that the homeowner really appreciated our 
work.”     -Alex Wandrey 
 
 
 

 
“The theme for the youth group’s recent Mission Trip was 
"Extraordinary." The trip was extraordinary in every way. 
Our group was challenged to make new friends, perform 
challenging home repairs in very hot weather conditions, 
and most importantly grow in our relationship with God. 
The most challenging aspect for me was to talk about my 
faith with my crew members who I didn't know well, and as 
a crew leader, to inspire others to do the same. The most 
exciting aspect was watching how much fun our kids had 

together.” -Kim Fuller 
 
 
“I enjoyed working with my crew and the other crews that were 
at our work site. I'm also glad I got to make new friends. I'm hap-
py to spend time helping people in need.”    -Maya Wennekamp 
 
 
 
 

“It was great that our work helped people who needed it, and it 
also was a lot of fun making friends with people I met on the trip. 
Mrs. Driskill said her late husband always wanted the deck to be 
finished and now is happy in heaven that it is.”  -Matt Hill 
 

Youth Mission Trip Highlights 
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“I'm so grateful to have had the opportunity to make a difference 
in people's lives. The resident we helped was over 70 and had no 
resources to finish the work her husband started before he passed 
six years earlier. The kids in my group were so eager to help as 
well. I gave each one of them a nickname, so I could identify them. 
I believe they had as much fun and enjoyment out of the trip as I 
did. I'm so grateful for the opportunity to pay it forward, thank 
you.”        -Scott Maranda 
 
 

“When I registered four youth and three adults for the sum-
mer mission trip weekend work camp, I thought “how much 
work could it actually be? How much can be expected from 
kids?” I vastly underestimated the amount of work to be done 
and how hard the work would be…and to my great surprise I 
witnessed just how much work kids can do! I worked alongside 
kids and adults repairing 32 homes, mostly for the elderly and 
widowed who could not do the work themselves. Throughout 
long days I never heard a complaint and suffering soaring tem-
peratures I saw Christ’s love pour out through our youth in 
service. I love working with kids and getting to be part of their 
growth process over time…this mission trip was a great re-
minder of what that's all about.”  -Becca Peterson 

Youth Mission Trip Highlights 



 June pledge income was $9,408 under budget. However, pledge income year to date remains 
over budget by $16,587. 

 Total receipts for the year are over budget by $8,743. 
 The beginning of the year saw pledge income come in sooner than we have experienced in the 
prior 3 years. Prior year data is what is used to come up with current year monthly budget num-
bers making it an educated guessing game. June ended up looking low, but year to date we are 
still in great shape! 

 Monthly expenses were right in line with what was expected. 
 The new sod that was needed after the painting of the tower was put in during June. 

 Overall, expenses are $27,792 under budget.  And year to date we have a net income of 
$26,143. 
 

Submitted by: Sara Otta, Financial Manager, sarao@fccmoline.org   

Financial Summary—June 2016 

  

JUNE 
JUNE 

BUDGET 

YEAR TO DATE BUDGET TO 
DATE 

Pledge Income $17,934 $27,342 $161,173 $144,586 

Offerings 660 1,400 7,678 9,990 

Other Income 18,007 18,767             100,758 106,290 

TOTAL RECEIPTS $36,601 $47,509 $269,609 $260,866 

     

TOTAL EXPENSES -$44,925 -$45,529 -$243,466 -$271,258 

NET INCOME/LOSS -$8,324 $1,980 $26,143           -$10,392 
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Women’s Connection 
"Thy Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path."  (Psalm 119:105). 
 
Our path to the fall school year and resumed church activities, beginning in  
September, is almost here. I  hope you have had wonderful summer vacations, 
family events and enjoyable activities to participate in and attend. 
 
During June and July, the Women's Connection Board has taken a hiatus to re-energize ourselves. 
The Board will reconvene on Thursday, August 18 to plan events/activities for September, 2016 
through May, 2017 for ALL women of the church. We hope to reinvent old favorites, include fun 
activities, and increase our knowledge through learning events.  All women are encouraged to 
participate in one or all activities--what better way to reconnect with the women of First Congre-
gational Church. 
 
As we embark on another year of the Women's Connection, may our path be led with Christian 
fellowship. 
 
Women's Connection Board:  Jeanne Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie King, Ginny Larsen, Mary Mahar, 
Ann Millman, Marcia Renaud, Leanne Satterthwaite, Carole Smith, Chairman.  

mailto:sarao@fccmoline.org

