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First Congregational UCC 

It’s not too late to join us for the crazy 
fun week of Vacation Bible School! 

Register at fccmoline.org/vbs

Vacaction Bible School

June 12-16

9am - 12

Youth Mission Trip
We are asking for donations of school supplies to provide to 
the community in Nashville we are serving on our Mission Trip 
in June. Items such as backpacks, pens, pencils, markers,
notebooks, binders, loose leaf paper, rulers, folders and glue 
sticks, or a monetary donation. Please have all items in the 
church office by June 20th.



Pastoralia

People often visit a church’s website before visiting 
the church building.  A website presents a picture of 
who we are and tells the story of what is important 
to us.  We created our website with this audience in 
mind: people “browsing” our website looking for a 
church that fits their sense of what a church should 
be.

Our website includes three sections designed to help 
us tell this story--Claimed, Committed, and Real. 
This month, I’d like to share the story behind Real.

Do you remember the story of the woman caught in 
adultery?

Early in the morning [Jesus] came again to the tem-
ple. All the people came to him and he sat down and 
began to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; 
and making her stand before all of them, they said to 
him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act 
of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses com-
manded us to stone such women. Now what do you 
say?’ They said this to test him, so that they might 
have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent 
down and wrote

with his finger on the ground. When they kept on 
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, 
‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first 
to throw a stone at her.’ And once again he bent down 
and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they 
went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; 
and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing 
before him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, 
‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?’ She said, ‘No one, sir.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither 
do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do 
not sin again.  --John 1-11

We don’t know what Jesus wrote in the sand, but 
something St. Thomas Aquinas said captures 
essence of that moment:  

“Gratia non tollit naturam”: Grace does not abolish 
nature.

Through the long arc of religious history, there has 
been a tendency for people to imagine that the 
practice of faith elevates believers above others.  This 
tendency leads many to employ scripture and tradi-
tion as a means of separating and dividing people 
into groups of those judged to be favored by God and 
those judged to be condemned by God.  

Though we ourselves know better, people outside 
the church--those who may visit our website to get a 
sense of who we are as congregation--tend to think 
that all church people imagine themselves be “holier 
than thou.”  We put on our Sunday clothes and attend 
worship and give money and do our best to live moral 
and ethical lives.  

But we know, as St. Thomas Aquinas confirms, that 
God’s grace does not change our human nature.  We 
struggle to get along with one another, to learn from 
our mistakes, and to adjust to the changes and de-
mands we face.

Through faith, we aim to live real and authentic lives. 
God’s grace is limitless, and our gratitude for God’s 
acceptance of us, despite our many failings, is ex-
pressed by our acceptance of others.   

We want our website to convey the truth about who 
we are and who we aim to be--real and authentic 
people.  We have no way of knowing what Jesus 
bent down and wrote in the sand, but the warmth and 
welcome and realness of of our congregation reflects 
the spirit of those words, our motto: In no position to 
judge; with no reason to pretend.

-Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
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Cafe Corner
I’ve Got “Crazy” On My Mind

I just saw a movie about Patsy Cline called Crazy.  I am sure it was named 
after her wildly famous song with the same name.  Jessica Lange played the 
role and she was fabulous although I have always had a crush on Jessica so 
I provide her with a lot of artistic latitude.

For that reason or for some other, I started thinking about how being “not 
always normal” as a good thing.  I think more times than not, we tend to take 
ourselves too seriously.  I know I catch myself worrying about this or fretting 
about that.  For crying out loud, let’s lighten up a little and enjoy these lazy, 
hazy crazy days of summer!

Which leads me into my next bent about June.  This marks my seventh full 
year with my involvement at the café, and many folks may regard that ten-

ure as crazy.  Maybe so, but it sure has been fun.   If I had it to do all over again, I wouldn’t change a 
thing.  I am so grateful to our church family for your support and continued well-wishes.  It has been 
a good run and one that I hope will continue on for some time.  Our kitchen crew is top notch and this 
is truly a team effort.  Many of you say your “thanks” every week and it is greatly appreciated as this 
ministry requires a focused effort week in and week out.

Another “season” has sped by.  Hopefully, we will see you in the Fall for year eight.  It’s crazy how fast 
time flies.

I leave you with some other’s take on the subject. Until then.  -Wes

• “When they asked George Washington for his ID, he just took out a quarter.” - Stephen Wright.

• “Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity, and I’m not sure about the former.” - 
Albert Einstein

• You can observe a lot by just watching.” - Yogi Berra

• “He who sleeps on the floor will not fall off the bed.” - Robert Gronock.

• “The best cure for insomnia is to get a lot of sleep.” - W. C. Fields.

• “It is generally agreed that “Hello” is an appropriate greeting because if you entered a room and said 
“Goodbye,” it could confuse a lot of people.” - Dolph Sharp

• “I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.”- Thomas Edison

• “It matters not whether you win or lose; what matters is whether I win or lose.” - Darrin Weinberg

• “I tried to think but nothing happened.” - Curly

• “If your parents never had children, chances are... neither will you.”- Dick Cavett

• “I think there is a world market for maybe five computers.” - Thomas Watson, Chairman of IBM, 1943

• “I would never die for my beliefs because I might be wrong.” ~ Bertrand Russell

• “I intend to live forever. So far, so good.” - Steven Wright
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Western Association News
The Rev. Kate Feeny-Bastian passed away May 17th, 2017 following a very long and courageous 
battle with cancer. Rev. Kate Feeny-Bastian served our congregation as Interim Associate in the 
1980s. Please keep her husband and all other family members in your prayers.

A service of remembrance will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 24th, at St. Paul’s UCC, 324 W. 
McKinley Avenue in Hinckley, Illinois. Visitation will begin two hours prior to the service.

Memorials may be directoed to the American Cancer Society or the Hinckley Area Food Pantry, Box 
463, Hinckley, IL 60520.

Book Group
The FCC Book Group will be watching the movie “The Shack” on 
June 7 at 12:30, based on the book of the same name that the 
group and many others read several years ago.  All are welcome to 
join us in the parlor. Then starting on June 14, we will start reading 
Gloria Steinem’s book My Life on the Road. It is both a funny and 
moving account of her life as a traveler, a listener, and a catalyst for 
change.  This is sure to provoke some lively conversation in which 
you may wish to engage yourself.
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Women’s Connection
Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time on May 3rd and May 17th making 
Mildred Griffith and David Miller’s Funeral Luncheons at FCC a big success. 
 

Women’s Connection Funeral Luncheon Committee

Bible Study Group
The Wednesday Morning Bible Study will be taking a summer break from study.  However, we will 
remain open for lunch.  Please join us at one or all of these locations throughout the summer:

Summer Lunch Schedule 2017
Gather at 11:00

 
June 14

Granite City
5270 Utica Ridge Road, Davenport

 
June 28

TGI Friday’s
1425 River Drive, Moline

 
July 12

Treehouse Pub and Eatery
2239 Kimberly, Bettendorf

 
July 26

Igor’s Bistro
3055 38 St, Rock Island

 
August 9

Steel Plow Burger Company
2180 53 St, Moline

 
August 23

TPC/Deere Run
3100 Heather Knoll, Silvis



From the Office
Custodial
After seven years serving as our Custodian, Ron Maher has resigned.
His last day working in the church will be June 2nd.

Since Ron came to us in July of 2010, he has been on hand for many
weddings and funerals and has helped with countless church events. We 
are grateful for his long and faithful service. Ron plans to take the summer 
off before deciding what he will do next.

Red Wagon
New Director : Amanda Peterson

The Red Wagon Hiring Committee is pleased to announce that 
Amanda Peterson will serve as our new Red Wagon Director,
effective June 2nd.
 
As many of you may know, Amanda started at Red Wagon in 1995.  
She has a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education 
from Western Illinois.
 
Amanda also is in charge of the Sunday School program at her 
church for 50 preschoolers. Amanda impressed the Hiring 
Committee with her thoughtful answers, her respect for Red 
Wagon traditions, and her ideas for some new ways of caring for 
the children.  
 
We were pleased with the quality of the applicants.  While this is
a year of much change at Red Wagon, we are committed to 
continuing the caring and nurturing environment Amanda has 
helped to create.
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Youth Group
Our Youth Group had an AWESOME time at Adventure quest on May 13th...ziplining, low ropes, and 
the hit of the night was panning for gems!!
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Save the Date!
Family Yoga Night
June 14th at 6 p.m.

All ages and skill levels are invited to join us in Fellowship Hall.

Shindig 2017
Our Annual Shindig on June 18th will once again start with a bike ride to Jim and Sunny 
Moorhusen’s home, 18920 River Road North Cordova, IL. Food will be served at 2:00 pm.

Lawn games, kayaks, swimming and fun! Don’t miss out on a wonderful day. 

If you would like transportation, contact the church office, 309-762-0787.

Joining the bike ride? Register by email, shindig@fccmoline.org



Red Wagon “Birdies For Charity”
“Calling all birdies!” Birdies for Charity is a fundraiser which helps 
Red Wagon Preschool provide the Nicole Smith Scholarship fund,
refurbish playground mulch, replace equipment and toys. You can 
find pledge cards in the library. Please have all pledge cards turned 
in to the red bag by Sunday, June 25th. If you would like more 
information please contact Chris Holst at 309-781-5041. Thank you 
for your support! 

The John Deere Classic is July 10 - July 16th, 2017.
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New Childcare Coordinator
We welcome Harleigh Jones as the new Child Care
Coordinator in the FCC Nursery. Harleigh has been on
staff in our nursery for almost a year now and looks forward
to this new role at FCC!



Financial Summery - April 2017

• April pledge income was $13,677 under budget. The budget number was based on how much 
was donated in prior years in April, Easter being in April, and that there were 5 Sundays during the 
month.  My optimistic number just didn’t pan out this year!

• Year to date pledge income is $10,900 under budget.
• We have had some nice weeks for offerings so that our total contributions for the year are $8,076 

under budget.
• By the end of April we have usually brought in 33% of pledged income for the year. This year we 

are at 31%.
• The lower pledge income number has pushed total Receipts for the year to under budget by 

$7,450. The under budget amount is driven almost solely by the pledge income line as the rest of 
our income lines are pretty close to where they were budgeted for the year.

• We have a net income year to date of $9,310. While this is less than the budgeted net income for 
year to date, it’s a good feeling to be at a positive number 4 months in. Many of the prior years 
were not looking this good in April.

• All expenses were right where we expected except for Care of Grounds. We have hired Blackbird 
Landscape to take care of the property this year and had them prep all the planting beds, add a 
fresh layer of mulch, and they will be making sure all the bushes, plants, trees are pruned appro-
priately throughout the season.

• Please contact the office if you are interested in having your pledge automatically deducted from 
your bank account. You don’t have to remember to bring your checkbook/cash and the church 
benefits from the consistent cash flow. It’s easy to set up and can be cancelled at any time!

Submitted by:
Sara Otta, Financial Manager
sarao@fccmoline.org  
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