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First Congregational UCC 

Valentine’s Dinner Theater
Sunday, Feb. 12th

Come for a delicious dinner, scrumptious desserts, and 
a chance to see all the amazing talent FCC has to offer! 
The doors open at 5pm and the night begins with dinner 
served and a dessert bar to enjoy. Then relax and watch 
the entertainment portion of the evening. All proceeds go 
towards the summer youth mission trip. RSVP for dinner 

by calling the church office or email becca@fccmoline.org



Pastoralia

On July 1, 1917, a scorching-hot day, the con-
gregation gathered to lay a cornerstone at what 
would become our Tower Door Entrance.  

The program that day included a message by T. 
Finley Wharton:

The building of which this cornerstone forms a 
part will be the visible expression of our religious 
ideals. …If we are to continue as leaders in our 
community, if we are to prosper we must have 
a broad vision, we must work not for ourselves 
alone but for the better development of the entire 
human race.

The cornerstone was laid just 3 months after 
the United States had entered World War I.  The 
congregation had grown rapidly since its founding 
in 1844, the decision to build a new church arose 
from increased membership and “subscriptions,” 
but the decision to build then and always is an 
expression of the soul, and the process that goes 
into building testifies to the strength and nature of 
relationships of the people within the building. 

Ninety-nine years later, in 2016, we built 
something together, which is also an expression 
of our souls and a witness of our relationships.  
Two-thousand sixteen was a year of extraordi-
nary generosity.  Not only did we end the year 
with a surplus in our operational budget, but we 

received $40,493 in special offerings. The 
congregation joyously fed the hungry through our 
Mobile Food Pantry and Thanksgiving Food 
Baskets program, welcomed strangers through 
our Refugee Winter Relief program, and spread 
the light and hope of Christmas through our 
Giving Tree.  

In 2016, Sunday morning worship attendance 
continued to increase steadily, our Youth and 
Family Ministries continued to thrive, and our 
Hospitality Ministries continued to soar and 
diversify.  And in addition to all of this continued 
growth, quiet and unseen ministries continued to 
flow through the congregation as they have since 
our founding, our faith in God expressed through 
our devotion to one another and the love we 
share with our neighbors.

In 2017, one-hundred years after the cornerstone 
was laid, it is time for us again to build.  While in 
1917 T. Finely Wharton called the congregation to 
a “broad vision,” in 2017 we are called to develop 
a clear vision of how the congregation will begin 
a new century of ministry in our building.  
Neither Wharton nor those gathered to set the 
cornerstone could have envisioned the changes 
and challenges the church would face over the 
next century, but their faith in God left a legacy 
of ministry to us.  In 2017, we will strive to carry 
on this legacy for a new century of ministry in our 
lovely building.

May God grant us vision broad a clear.

Yours in Christ,

Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon
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Peterson Memorial Scholarship 2017
Applications for the Peterson Memorial Scholarship are now available for the 2017-2018 school 
year!  You may obtain an application in the church office or email Audra Bailey 
(audra.bailey@fccmoline.org) for an electronic copy. Applications are due March 6th.

IL Conference UCC 
Summer Camp Information
Did you know that the Illinois Conference has two camps?  Pilgrim Park is near Princeton, IL and 
Tower Hill is in Sawyer, MI (along Lake Michigan, just north of Indiana).  Both camps offer 
opportunities for Summer Camp, retreats and more.  

For more information, please check out this website:
 
http://www.il-outdoorministries.org/sponsored-event-information.html

Book Group     
NEW SELECTION FOR MARCH 1ST: BATTLE FOR GOD

Karen Armstrong has written many books, and this one is a New 
York Times Bestseller. Early in her life she spent seven years as a 
Catholic nun, and after she left her order she earned a degree in 
B.Litt. at Oxford and went on to teach.

Meanwhile writing became her calling. She blends history, sociology, 
spirituality and writing with a deep understanding of human 
spirituality.  She writes “I called my book The Battle for God not just 
because it was a snappy title but because I saw a society that is so 
polarized that the two sides are not yet ready to come to the table....
we’ve got to learn to listen.”

We will begin to read this selection on Wednesday, March 1. We 
meet each Wednesday in the FCC Parlor at 12:30 - 2:30 pm. It is 
certain to be well worth reading and discussing as we dig into the 
history of fundamentalism. Come join us!
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Family Yoga Night 
On February 15th, Courtney Miller is once again leading a Family Yoga practice at FCC! This evening 
is suited for all ages and abilities, bring a mat or a towel and get your “zen” on! The evening will begin 
at 6pm. After all the bending and breathing concludes, there is dessert and fellowship time for all to 
enjoy! 

Adult Forum
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall as we welcome various speakers from the 
Quad City Area.

Feb. 5th - Pastor Craig Jan-McMahon, Data and Trends

Feb. 12th - Sister Mary Ann Vogel, Attacking Trafficking

Feb. 19th - Jeff Condit, Friendship Manor, Mission
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Women’s Connection
Women’s Connection would like to thank Bev Leinfelder for graciously hosting 
Sip & Whatever at her lovely home January 15th.  This was an intimate get
together with ladies sharing their needlework talents, even providing pointers for 
others, along with sharing stories.  Bev’s scrumptious cookies and tea rounded
out this afternoon of camaraderie and fellowship.

“COUNTDOWN TO THE ACADEMY AWARDS” is an event showcasing Sara Mrock’s unique 
knowledge about movies.  On Sunday, Feb. 19th from 12:00 to 3:30 come up to the Mitchell Youth 
Room for comfortable seating while watching Auntie Mame, where you will sample popcorn/theatre 
treats and participate in some Oscar trivia.  You won’t want to miss this!

ATTENTION ALL MEN..and ladies.  Sloppy Joes...Enlightenment...and a few laughs!  On Wednesday, 
March 15th at 5:30 in the Large dining room, Women’s Connection would like to honor the men of our 
church in gratitude for all their help serving and helping at our past teas and luncheons.  All church 
members and friends are invited to witness Jim Moorhusen, Steve Schippers, Bruce Wood and Bill 
Keller’s reprise of the TV show THIS OLD HOUSE - WHAT IS IT?  Put on your thinking caps to guess 
what their unusual tools, contraptions and thingamajigs are.  There’s no charge for the meal but 
reservations called into the office would be helpful.

As always, when you begin your spring cleaning, save items aside for the Tulip Luncheon Silent 
Auction, April 29th in the large dining room.  The first 200 items will be accepted and may be turned 
into the church beginning April 1.

The Women’s Connection Board:

Jeanne Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie King, Ginny Larsen, Mary Mahar, Ann Millman,
Marcia Renaud, Leanne Satterthwaite, and Carole Smith, Chairman



Cafe Corner
Presidential Aftermath

This topic has 
been on my mind a 
lot lately, so I share 
these thoughts and 
feelings with you.  
It is about getting 
older.  Just be-
cause you may still 
be young doesn’t 
preclude you from 
this message.

 When I was 21, 
my boss at the 
time told me to just 

blink my eyes four times and a large portion 
of my life will have already passed me by.  At 
that time I didn’t quite grasp what he was 
saying, but now it makes good sense. Before 
you know it, you will have graduated from 
school, found a mate, embarked on a career, 
settled down, started a family and work hard 
the rest of your life to support that family and 
pursue the American dream.  Then one day 
you wake up and wonder how it all 
happened so quickly?  For those of us who 
have reached that stage, I share some of my 
experiences with you.

 Last winter, Susan and I went south for a 
couple of weeks.  During that time I made it a 
point to go to the pool in the afternoon to read, 
nap and swim.  A bonus, I did not anticipate 
was listening to a group of older women who 
frequented the pool on a daily basis.  They 
would ease in to the heated pool and make 
sure not to get their hair wet, protected from 
the sun in their bonnets and would while away 
the afternoon floating on their “noodles” and 
chatting literally about everything under the 
sun.

One such afternoon the discussion shifted to 
health, aging, weight control and such.  One 
of these lovely women then openly asked, 
“Do you know what is the best thing about 
wrinkles?”  No one knew the answer and she 
quickly answered, “they don’t hurt.”

Which reminds me of a line in the movie They 
Shoot Horses Don’t They where, under 
unlikely circumstances, Robert Redford and 
Jane Fonda hooked up.  After camping out-
doors under the open stars one night, Redford 
was hobbling around, bowed over and limping 
that following morning.  Fonda asked, “what’s 
wrong?’ to which Redford replied, “some parts 
don’t wake up as fast as others.”

When I was a little boy my mom would give 
me $2 and every other week I got my crew cut 
trimmed at Sam’s Barber Shop in Dormont, 
Pennsylvania.  Sam was an old Italian who 
attracted an older clientele.  The thick leather 
chairs swiveled, each had a strop on its side 
and you could get a hot shave if you so 
desired.

I would look around and watch the activity 
around me.  I noticed the old customers were 
having their nostril and ear hair trimmed and 
remembered how disgusting I thought that 
was and that would never happen to me.  
Well, guess what….I became one of them.

The good news about all this is God helps us 
with the aging process. You may look old on 
the outside but still have the younger spirit 
within.  I am quick to comment that I am very 
immature for my age.

How about you?

Our age is just a number.  Let’s keep our 
sense of humor and experience aging through 
a pair of youthful eyes.

Time for me to hobble downstairs.   

-Wes
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Financial Summary -December 2016

• Thank you for all of your support throughout 2016!
• December pledge income was $5,321 under budget. Pledge income for the full year ended up   

over budget by $5,817!
• Total Receipts for the year are under budget by $10,372.
•  As expected, we did not see the large increase in giving for December as we’ve had in the    

past. However, this was due to people giving more consistently throughout the year and we still   
exceeded budgeted pledge income.

• We had a lot of bills for boiler work at the end of the year causing Repairs & Maintenance to be   
over budget.

• All boards had very successful years. Although they all went over budget, this is a good problem 
as it indicates they are doing their part in growing the church and budgets for 2017 have   
been adjusted accordingly.

• Overall, expenses came in $35,142 under budget.  And we ended with a net income of    
$24,871. This will be used to help fund 2017.

We have a goal of $340,000 in pledge income for 2017. We currently have commitments for   
$337,734. It’s never too late to turn in a pledge for 2017 – contact me in the office if you would   
like to pledge!
 
Submitted by Sara Otta, Financial Manager
sarao@fccmoline.org
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